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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #101
You—Irregular Use
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME____________________ CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_______________SCORE___

MINI-LESSON: In informal speech and writing, the second-person pronoun you is commonly used as an indefinite pronoun, meaning “anyone” or people in general. Example: In Uruguay, you can be fined for not voting. Second person is often used when the writer wants to address the reader directly, especially in process papers to give directions. Example: Before baking a cake, make sure you have all the ingredients.
Do not involve your reader unfairly by using second person (you) instead of first or third person. In formal written English, use one, anyone, everyone, or else a different construction which provides a specific noun like person or people. Example: In Uruguay, one can be fined for not voting. In Uruguay, a person can be fined for not voting.

DIRECTIONS:  Revise any sentences in which second person you is used inappropriately.
1. In the fourteenth century, you had to struggle simply to survive.

2. In my weight-lifting class, the instructors advise you to leave two or three days between workouts.

3. In the nineteenth century, one didn’t have many options in motorized transportation.

4. Differences in opinions among friends can be healthy if you don’t take their opinions too seriously.

5. Many suburban towns don’t permit you to drive more than twenty-five or thirty miles an hour.

6. When you lived in the nineteenth century, your feet and your horses were your only private means of transportation.

7. If you major in teacher education, you must spend some time as an apprentice in the classroom.

8. At a state university, you are required to take a writing proficiency examination.

9. You could tell by the way Vic caught the ball that his throw would be too late.

10. When you are deaf, you are cut off from the rest of the world.

The answers are on the next page. 
ANSWERS

1. In the fourteenth century, a person had to struggle simply to survive.

2. In my weight-lifting class, the instructors advise students to leave two or three days between workouts.

3. Correct

4. Differences in opinions among friends can be healthy if the friends don’t take one another’s opinions too seriously.

5. Many suburban towns don’t permit people to drive more than twenty-five or thirty miles an hour.

6. When people lived in the nineteenth century, their feet and horses were their only private means of transportation.

7. If a student majors in teacher education, he or she or Correct must spend some time as an apprentice in the classroom.

8. At a state university, a student is required to take a writing proficiency examination.

9. I could tell by the way Vic caught the ball that his throw would be too late.

10. When one is deaf, he or she is cut off from the rest of the world.

