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Commas with Compound Sentences and 

Compound Elements
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MINI-LESSON:  use a comma before a coordinating conjunction (one of the fan boys) that separates complete sentences (independent clauses):

The prospectors hoped to find gold on the rocky slopes of the towering Sierra Madre, so they set out eagerly.

If the sentences being connected are short (about four words or fewer), you may leave out the comma:


I laughed and I cried.
Do not use a comma when coordinating conjunctions separate only words and phrases:


The river had dried up and looked as if it would stay dry for a long time.


(Here, and connects a compound verb, had dried up and looked.)


The writers and editors look at their subjects with unblinking eyes.


(And connects a compound subject, writers and editors.)

DIRECTIONS:  The Following sentences may require a comma.  Add any needed commas.  If no comma is needed, write correct next to the sentence.

1.  Many people can swim in still water yet they are unable to swim in ocean waves.

2.  The tree limb touched the roof and the power line.

3.  Injuries are common and probably inevitable for professional athletes.

4.  Grant may have lost the battle but he left the enemy weakened beyond recovery.

5.  We are taught in charm school that we must stand erect and not let our shoulders sag.

6.  Maria gave two quarts of honey to Juan and Miguel and Jorge mailed one gallon to his mother.

7.  John studied but Michelle played.

8.  These paintings are remarkably realistic and thus they reflect everyday occurrences on the West Coast.

9.  Wilson completed his studies and then went on to become one of New York’s finest criminal lawyers.

10.  Sarah served the tennis ball and played better than any of the other beginning players.

ANSWERS

1.  Many people can swim in still water, yet they are unable to swim in ocean waves.

2.  Correct
3.  Correct
4.  Grant may have lost the battle, but he left the enemy weakened beyond recovery.

5.  Correct
6.  Maria gave two quarts of honey to Juan and Miguel, and Jorge mailed one gallon to his mother.

7.  John studied, but Michelle played.

8.  These paintings are remarkably realistic, and thus they reflect everyday occurrences on the West Coast.

9.  Correct
10.  Correct
