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Campus bookstore bilking buyers?

Megan Martinez
Staff Writer

Students must have textbooks.

This is a truth widely acknowledged, but the dif-
ficult task of book buying never seems to get any
easier. Why doesn’t the University of West Florida
bookstore make it easier on the checkbook and the
students?

Since it’s rare that a student takes a class where
a textbook isn’t required, the campus bookstore is a
mandatory stop for students. But what to do when
the bookstore does not have the book you need? Or
better yet, if they only have the $80 new version and
you just bought a Cure CD?

High prices and long lines are enough to make
even the most loyal student wish that they had taken
their business elsewhere or that they had ordered
their books online.

More and more students are turning to the Inter-
net to find their books for class with less hassle and
cheaper prices. With sites like Amazon.com pro-
viding free shipping on larger orders, there seems no
point in braving the crowded bookstore when with
the click of a button you can get more books at a
better price. You didn’t want to spend an enormous
sum on textbooks in the first place, but at least you
get to skip getting dressed or waiting in a long line

with an armload of books.

Buying the textbooks is just phase one of the
textbook experience.

At the end of the semester, after weeks of read-
ing and tests, it is finally time to sell your book
back!

Finally you can get rid of that cumbersome
advanced economics book and all those other text-
books that have been breaking your back all semes-
ter, and in return, you get money for a shopping
spree.

But before you run to the mall, there is one
problem. It turns out that the bookstore isn’t going
to buy back that $80 “History of the World” book.
They don’t need it, so it is your problem.

Maybe they will buy it for the next term.
Regardless, it will have to remain in your room as
part of the décor, probably the most expensive piece
of furniture in your room.

If you are lucky, the bookstore will offer to buy
back the rest of its books, but at a ridiculously small
fraction of the price that you originally paid. Most
students will opt for the cash and ditch the book.

For those with more time and patience, there are
a slew of sites online where books can be sold to
other students for more than the bookstore would
pay.

The bookstore isn’t the only culprit in the high-

priced book enterprise. There are also publishers at
fault who are charging the bookstore high prices-
directly reflected in student’s costs. With tuition on
the rise, it would only seem that at the very least,
the school could provide us with better deals on
textbooks.

Professors in turn need to do their part, keeping
textbooks in use for more than one semester so that
they will be bought back by the school.

Who better would understand our dilemma than
those professionals who are the product of countless
years at a university?

Why all of this pain and effort for such a basic
necessity?

Instead of high prices and not enough books,
shouldn’t the UWF bookstore try to compete with
the prices of other stores?

The hand baskets are a nice touch, but it takes
more than that and free soda to patronize their store.
The UWF bookstore needs to realize that it has a
commitment to the students. It needs to provide stu-
dents with textbooks at an economical price and
provide a fair buyback policy that doesn’t leave stu-
dents with an expensive drink coaster.

Paying for college is hard enough with the recent
rise in tuition, let alone buying textbooks while los-
ing money on previously purchased books the
school won’t buy back.

Lady Justice listed in critical condition

Travis Huisken
Contributing Writer

Few justice systems are as
admirable as ours. In some countries, a
defendant is considered guilty until
proven innocent. In other countries, the
defendant’s punishment is the trial, i.e.
trial by ordeal. In a trial by ordeal,
what determines innocence or guilt is
whether the defendant survives or per-
ishes. Many Middle Eastern countries
are considered Muslim nations, not
because their people are convinced of
the Islamic faith, but because people
caught practicing another religion are
quickly put to death.

This is in stark contrast with our
own justice system. Lady Justice used
to be recognized as being blind. She
believed that “all men are created
equal,” and anyone who was tested by
her enjoyed the presumption of inno-
cence. What your ethnicity, gender or
creed was did not matter. Lady Justice,
at least in theory, could not see these
things. The rights granted to defen-
dants were granted equally to any and
every defendant.

In time, the Left would use new
statutes to perform a sort of surgery on
Lady Justice. This surgery was intend-
ed to grant her the ability to see. These
statutes made it so that your ethnicity,
gender and creed make a difference in

how you are to be judged.

For example, if you are in the right
minority group, you are “entitled” to
be admitted to positions that you other-
wise would not be considered qualified
to hold (e.g. Jayson Blair’s position
with the New York Times, and The
University of Michigan’s affirmative
racism practices).

Another example is in the harsher
punishments that are now given to peo-
ple who hatefully kill a homosexual,

black, etc., than to people who hateful-
ly kill someone from the majority peo-
ple group.

What is the “majority people
group” if it is not defined as the melt-
ing pot of minority groups that are
excluded from this racist special treat-
ment?

German-Americans, Samoan-
Americans, Peruvian-Americans,
white Americans from South Africa
and a plethora of others who could
legitimately consider themselves
“minorities” are not protected by hate
crime legislation. Today it is a “hate
crime” if you hatefully kill someone
from an anointed minority group.

It is only a murder if you hatefully
kill anyone else.

As a final example, consider the
attacks the Left makes on our freedom
of religion. Today we are allowed to
display a cross in a public environ-
ment, but only so long as it is upside
down in a jar of urine and labeled as
“art.” For Christian symbols to be used
legally, they must be used in a fashion
that is hostile to Christianity.

Rather than uphold the principle of
all men being created equal, it is now
in the hands of the legislature to deter-
mine which superficial traits or ideas
might make someone more worthy of
protections, or more “entitled” to high-
er education and desirable occupations.

As in George Orwell’s book “Animal
Farm,” we are discovering that some
people are more equal than others.

Today, the more you are able to
portray yourself as a victim, the more
“entitled” you are to get the education
or the occupation you want, or special
legislation that grants greater protec-
tions to you.

Sympathy is a form of currency
today, and if you get enough sympathy,
it relieves you of such inconveniences
as personal accountability and respon-
sibility.

Lady Justice was in her prime when
she was blind.

By gifting her with sight, the Left
made her deaf and dumb. They have
committed astonishing injustices, and
ironically, they did it in the name of
justice.

Her blindness served to promote
the most perfect of ideals. In attempt-
ing to give her sight, the Left has
destroyed everything she has ever
stood for.

All people are worthy of equal pro-
tection under the law, regardless of
their race, gender, sexual orientation or
creed.

Today’s political Left seems to dis-
agree. Without our help, Lady Justice
won’t make it out of the operating
room. In her place we will be ruled by
the tyranny of the minority.

Cartoons aren’t bad, but people are

controversy has only just begun. Countless

Peter Chase
Staff Writer

Since the dawn of time, violence has been
around. Even in the earliest pages of the Bible,
murder is found.

Yet recently the blame for violent behavior
has switched from the perpetrators themselves to
their living and social habits, whether it is the
games they play or the shows they watch.

So can watching cartoons turn people violent?

Say it isn’t so, Bugs. Say it isn’t so.

Creating violent Americans was hardly on the
minds of animators when cartoons first gained
huge popularity.

Early cartoons were meant as a diversion
from the present time that America was going
through.

Many cartoons were developed in response to
World War II not only boost morale on the home
front, but to demonstrate some animator’s
responses to the war and just war in general.

The cartoons that gained heaviest airtime and

popularity were the “Looney Tunes” and “Merrie
Melodies.”

Developed by Warner Bros. with nearly all
characters voiced by Mel Blanc, “Looney Tunes’
created an entertaining and morale-lifting way to
keep the folks back home smiling despite the
rough time.

The “Looney Tunes” have since grown out of
that role, but still provide a great laugh to those
of all ages.

From the target audience of families of
wartime soldiers to the children of today,
“Looney Tunes” have proved to be a timeless
classic.

Yet, due to the increasing rate of violence in
this present age, even cartoons have become a
scapegoat for the problems in society.

From the music we listen to, to the games we
play, nothing is truly safe anymore.

Who is to say whether the music we listen to,
the games we play or the television we watch is
to blame for the violence in America?

Violent video games, television and music
have been out for years, but the rebirth of this

1

hours of debate have been staged in order to
understand how cartoon violence can translate
into real violence.

Give me a break. Cartoon violence is not
truly violence at all.

This writer does not remember the last time
that cartoon violence seemed realistic enough to
be imitated.

Whether it is the tremendous falls taken by
“Looney Tunes” characters or the beatings
inflicted upon Goofy, the rules that govern car-
toons are hardly the rules that govern our society.
If children can understand that rabbits don’t real-
ly talk and stand on their hind legs, why does the
press continue to present contemporary shows as
being degrading?

“Looney Tunes” have been around for a long
time and will continue to live on as a part of our
American history.

Our children will watch “Looney Tunes” and
their children will watch them. Violence is just a
part of society and is by no means dictated by
the cartoons we watch.
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The RIAA has
taken it too far

William Bolen
Commentary Editor

Downloading music from the Internet violates copy-
right laws and deprives artists of revenue. While that may
be true, the Recording Industry
Association of America has
taken their war against copy-
right infringement to a perilous
level.

The RIAA announced last
week it would pursue lawsuits
against 261 music file-sharers.
The litigants include a 71-year-
old grandfather, whose grand-
children used his computer to
download songs and a 12-year-
old girl whose family lives in a
housing project on New York's
Upper West Side.

According to a study by For-
rester Research in Cambridge
about two-thirds of American 18 and 19-year-olds sur-
veyed download music. Although they do not represent
the majority of file-sharers, college students have been at
the forefront of the trend since the beginning.

The heavy-handed actions by the RIAA will only fur-
ther antagonize the fan base it so desperately needs.
RIAA statistics show there has been a 31 percent drop in
sales of recorded music since file sharing became popular
more than three years ago. The music companies need to
bring customers back not push them away.

“When labels didn't come through, consumers built it
themselves,” says Lee Black, an analyst for Jupiter
Research.

For every Napster the RIAA shuts down, a Kazaa is
born. As time passes the software to download music and
other files will become more sophisticated and secure from
the eyes of the RIAA.

The recording industry has to embrace the new technol-
ogy. The door has already been opened. By opposing the
download trend rather than accepting it, the music industry
has placed themselves in this position.

Legal download sites have begun appearing. With the
availability of more songs on these sites, and a consumer-
friendly pricing scale, the recording industry can begin
slowly turning the focus towards legitimate downloading.
Improved access and the fear of prosecution favor the
expansion of these legitimate outlets.

“Labels are making some pretty big concessions,”
Black says. "’One thing (free) file-sharing sites don't do
well is customer service. The paid path was always the
future. Even Napster was going to have to build a business
to support itself.”

The cost of compact disks is another factor that helps
spur on the downloading movement. Some companies are
taking notice and have made moves to react to the drop in
sales. Universal Music’s recent move to reduce prices, by
as much as 30 percent, is an example that other companies
need to follow. Prices could drop as low as $9.98 from its
present $16 to $18 plateau.

Even though the price cuts have received positive con-
sumer response so far, the rest of the top music companies
(Warner, Sony, BMG and EMI) have yet to follow suit
with similar cuts. They are taking a wait-and-see attitude
to gauge customer feedback. The cuts may be too little,
too late. The convenience of downloading only the songs
wanted and the ease by which CDs can be burned over-
shadow the price cuts.“We think this will be the most
painful year,” said Richard Doherty, director of The Envi-
sioneering Group, a technology assessment firm in
Seaford, N.Y.

“It's frustrating that it is taking the music industry this
long to listen to the desires of consumers, but it is getting
better.”

It’s about time.

William Bolen

Corrections
I

In the Sept. 10 edition, under the headline, “Roommates:
Why can’t we all just get along?” the byline should have
read Chris Louie-Staff Writer.

Athena Du Pre was incorrectly listed as an assistant pro-
fessor, but should have been identified as an associate pro-
fessor.
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