Developing Gender Identity:
This is the process whereby the individual identifies self within a gendered world.

What are the options?

· Feminine

· Male

· Female

· Masculine

· Male 

· Female

· Androgynous (Bem)

· High masculine and high feminine

· Undifferentiated

· Low masculine and low feminine

What function does the social category of gender play in our culture? 

Why is it important?

Studies examining gender recognition in infancy

· Linked to visual cues e.g. hair (Cohen’s work—infants as young as 8 weeks of age form visual concepts);

· Voice recognition—infants orient to higher pitched voices (auditory range is best at infancy)

· Evolutionary benefit—higher pitched voices often linked to women, hence nursing

Gender Constancy

· Gender Stability—

· one’s gender is stable as long as gender appropriate cues are present

· Gender Consistancy—

· one’s gender is a distinctive feature of the individual and does not change

Cognitive Developmental Theory of Gender
Children with Gender Constancy typically have gender appropriate schemata and seek confirming information.
Transition to middle/junior high school tended to be associated with gender flexibility—however, as adolescence progressed changes occur:

· Galambos, Almeida, & Petersen (1990).  Masculinity, feminity, & sex role attitudes in early  adolescents:  Exploring gender intensification.  Child Development, 61, 1905-1914.  

· Pubertal timing--annual height change--maximum rate of change=puberty onset

· Sex Role--Bem

· Sex Role Attitude--Attitude toward women scale

correlations among sex role measures: 

· boys who were more feminine were more egalitarian

· boys' masculinity increased with age; no impact of pubertal timing

· girls' feminity increased with age--unclear impact of pubertal timing

· as girls' age increased, they became more egalitarian

· as boys' age increased, they became less egalitarian
