Rubrics for Writing Assignments:
Below are the criteria I will use when marking your paper. Each criterion is followed by three levels of performance ranging from Excellent to 3 (the highest) to 1 (the lowest).  I strongly suggest that you use these to evaluate your own papers. Then, you might ask a colleague to review the paper using these criteria to provide feedback. When papers are clearly below standard (mostly 2’s & 1’s) I will consider the paper to be unsatisfactory and will receive marks that reflect that level of performance. This applies to topic selection assignments, annotated bibliography, and final paper. The outline will be marked for completeness and logical organization. Katie Lowe, our teaching assistant and I will be available up to one week prior to the assignment for consultation on any writing assignment. 
1. Paper(s) reflects cohesion in structure appropriate for expository text.   Rating:___________

· 3: Obvious and consistently  smooth transitions between sentences, paragraphs, and sections

· 2: Occasional occurrence of ambiguous or unclear transitions between sentences, paragraphs, and sections. However, a majority of the transitions are clear and unambiguous.

· 1: Frequent  ambiguous  or  unclear transitions between sentences, paragraphs, and sections 

2. Paper(s) reflects excellence in APA style, mechanics, spelling, and syntax.   Rating_______________

· 3: No errors
· 2: Few Errors (<1/page)

· 1: Frequent Errors (>1/page)



3. Paper(s) includes clearly stated main ideas or themes.     Rating:_______________

· 3: Main ideas or themes are consistently and  clearly signaled for the reader by appropriate rhetorical devices
· 2: Writing reflects inconsistent signaling of main ideas or themes
· 1: Main ideas or themes are obscure and ambiguously identified
4. Main ideas or themes are logically and coherently connected to supporting information.    Rating:__________

· 3: Main ideas or themes are consistently and obviously linked to supporting information
· 2: Main ideas or themes are inconsistently or ambiguously related to supporting information 
· 1: Main ideas or themes generally lack supporting information
5. Citations providing support for premises and assertions reflect valid and reliable primary sources. Rating: _____
· 3: Sources cited reflect academic and ideally refereed  work completed by the original author(s) and are clearly related to the related premise or assertion
· 2: Secondary  sources or sources from popular press are occasionally used to support premises or assertions
· 1: Frequent use of secondary sources or sources from popular press  to support premises or assertions
6. Paper(s) reflects attention to academic audience, rich and appropriate vocabulary, and readable style.  

   Rating:____
· 3: Style and vocabulary are appealing and appropriate for academic audiences 
· 2: Style includes  occasional  use of  colloquial as opposed to professional vocabulary
· 1: Overall style reflects lack of appeal to academic audiences and frequent use of colloquial vocabulary
7. Interpretations and conclusions are based on supported premises and clear, unambiguous logic. Rating: _______
· 3: Interpretations and conclusions are clearly, directly,  and consistently based on premises supported by primary academic sources
· 2: Relationships between interpretations or conclusions and premises are ambiguous or only implicitly supported
·  1: Relationships between interpretations or conclusions and supported premises are largely absent
