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Monday            Tuesday     Wednesday_
Friday_______________
11:00-12:00       2:15-4:00   11:00-12:00
11:00-12:00

1:00-2:00


1:00-2:00
Text (Required): 

Zimbardo, P. G., Johnson, R. L., & Weber, A. L. (2005). Psychology: Core concepts, (5th ed.). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon

Orientation to the course:

This first course in psychology is intended to accomplish several things. First, you will have the opportunity to explore the content of a topic that receives much popular press coverage and is the topic of much debate and discussion. Many of these debates and discussions center on topics that are controversial and objects of intense study. We will approach topics sometimes encountered in casual discussion at parties from a scientific and logical perspective.  In addition, you will have the opportunity to explore two topics of interest through two writing assignments over the course of the semester. Finally, we will provide opportunities for you to experience several phenomena studied by scholars in psychology first hand through demonstrations in class, discussions, and out of class discussions and activities. 

The faculty members of The Department of Psychology at the University of West Florida have identified several common domains of knowledge and skills we think are important for all graduates from our program. While not all of the students in General Psychology are interested in becoming psychology majors, many of you will. Others will take other psychology courses and of those some will take a psychology minor. I have included the website on which you can see our Department’s student learning outcomes (http://uwf.edu/cutl/newer/PSYCH.doc).  

My hope is that by the end of the semester, students who successfully complete General Psychology, PSY 2012, will achieve the following student learning outcomes: 

· Demonstrate knowledge of the historical and contemporary approaches and domains of psychology 

· Evaluation: Examinations

· Demonstrate understanding of the domains of study and work in the field of psychology.

· Evaluation: Examinations

· Demonstrate understanding and recognition of major approaches to psychological research methods.

· Evaluation: Examinations & Writing Assignment

· Demonstrate understanding of the ethical principles in psychological research with human subjects.

· Evaluation: Examinations

· Demonstrate mastery of course content through the recognition and application of the specialized terminology, concepts, and theories that characterize the research and knowledge base for the biological, individual psychological, and social forces in human behavior, thought, and feelings.

· Evaluation: Examinations, Writing Assignments, & Class Participation 

· Demonstrate critical thinking through critically evaluating and integrating psychological principles and applying those principles to themes chosen by the students.

· Evaluation: Writing assignments

· Demonstrate effective communication through the use of clear language appropriate for the academic community in oral discussions and written work.

· Evaluation: Writing Assignments & Class Participation

Examinations: The examinations will be multiple choice format. I typically use 3 types of items. One type of item requires you to know basic information. A second type of item requires you to make inferences based on the information from the text or lectures. The third requires you to apply your knowledge by reading a scenario and answering items from various perspectives. 

Writing Assignment: The writing assignment is due on or before November 10 (Friday). Credit will be given only for those papers submitted on or before the due date. Papers must be submitted at the beginning of class on the due date. The papers are intended to give you an opportunity to explore how a topic we cover in class might relate to your own experiences or to some theme of interest to you.  The papers are to be a minimum of 3 pages and a maximum of 4 pages of text. In these papers, you are to select a topic from our readings, class lectures, or demonstrations. Once you select a theme, you have several options. 

· You might choose to do additional reading from academic sources (you can email or see either the Teaching Assistant or me for assistance) and summarize what you discover about the chosen theme. 

· You might see something in a news source that relates and use the information from the text, lecture, or discussion to elaborate on the event you discovered. 

· You might also reflect on your own life, your family, or friends and discover some relevant event or experience that relates to the readings. In this case, you could describe the event or experience and use information from the text or other source to elaborate on the theme.

Grading Standards for the Papers:

· Clarity in expressing the theme from the readings, news source, or personal experience 

· 2 points—clear and unambiguous expression

· 1 point—some ambiguous or unclear language

· 0 points—theme not clearly stated or largely unstated

· Clarity in expressing the related information from the readings or other academic work.

· 2 points—information clearly stated and explicitly related to the theme

· 1 point—information ambiguously stated and minimal relevance to the theme 

· 0 points—information missing or ambiguous and irrelevant to the theme.

· Clear summary of your interpretations, conclusions, or a rationale for an additional question.

· 2 points—the final paragraph reflects a high level summary that makes some point or poses a question based on your interpretations and understanding of the theme and information from the readings and other sources.

· 1 point—the final paragraph reflects EITHER a high level summary OR some point or question based on the theme and information but not both.

· 0 points—the final paragraph contains NEITHER a clear summary NOR a final question or point based on the theme and information 

· Grammar, spelling, references for works used and appropriate use of language appropriate for an academic community

· 2 points—the paper is free from mechanical errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, and citation omissions.

· 1 point—the paper has within it a maximum of one mechanical error in spelling, grammar, punctuation or citation per page.

· 0 points—the paper contains greater than one mechanical error in spelling, grammar, punctuation or citation per page.

· You may submit a draft of your paper to Melissa Strompolis up to October 30 (Monday) for feedback. No paper will be accepted for review after October 30. 
PSY 2012

Projected Schedule for General Psychology Topics and Examinations.

August 28—September 20
Surviving General Psychology

Chapter 1: Mind, Behavior, and Psychological Science

September 4 LABOR DAY—CLASSES SUSPENDED
Chapter 2: Biopsychology and the Foundations of Neuroscience

Chapter 3: States of Consciousness

September 22 EXAMINATION 1

September 25—October 18
Chapter 5: Sensation and Perception

Chapter 6: Learning

Chapter 7: Memory

Chapter 8: Thinking and Intelligence

October 20 EXAMINATION 2

October 23—November 17

Chapter 9: Emotion and Motivation

Chapter 4: Psychological Development

Chapter 14: Social Psychology

Chapter 10: Stress, Health, and Well-Being

November 20 EXAMINATION 3
November 22—December 8
Chapter 11: Personality
November 10 VETERANS’ DAY—CLASSES SUSPENDED

Chapter 12: Psychological Disorders

Chapter 13: Therapies for Psychological Disorders
November 24 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY—CLASSES SUSPENDED
DECEMBER 15—FINAL EXAM 8:00-10:30AM

Assignment and Exam Weights

Total quiz weighting: 

80%
Paper weight


20%
Total:


            100%

Please Note: There are no “extra credit” points offered for this section of PSY 2012.

Grading Scale:

A    93~100, A-  90~92

B+  87~ 89,  B  83~86,  B-  80~82

C+  77~79,   C  73~76,  C-  70~72

D+  67~69,   D 60~66    F < 60

University Policy on Academic Conduct:

Academic honesty and integrity are major components of education here at UWF. Our values do not condone any behavior that takes away from that academic honesty and integrity. As we complete our educational experiences, we neither engage in nor tolerate cheating on examinations or assignments or plagiarizing the work of others. See UWF Student Handbook policy and information on Academic Conduct.

Academic honesty and integrity are serious and violations will be dealt with immediately and to the fullest extent of UWF policy. The UWF Student Handbook contains information about procedures and policies for handling cases of academic misconduct.

Assistance for Students with Special Needs:

Students with special needs or who require special accommodations for examinations or other assignments should contact the Director of Disabled Student Services (DSS). This office will provide a letter for the instructor specifying recommended accommodations. 

Email: dss@uwf.edu   Phone 474-2387.

ALL CELL PHONES AND PAGERS MUST BE IN THE OFF POSITION PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.  SHOULD YOUR CELL PHONE OR PAGER RING, YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE CLASS IMMEDIATELY AND NOT ALLOWED TO RETURN.

