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1. Guidelines and format for Chapter Responses: Below are assignments to be completed on the designated date. Late assignments will not be accepted. You are free to submit your writings via email in a Word document. 
· Papers should be 2-3 pages in length (3 pages max). Title page and Reference page are not included in the page count.
· Content of Papers: Select some theme from the chapter assigned (e.g. Relationship, Sexuality) and in 3-5 paragraphs describe the topic and the way Brannon treated it in the text.  For the remainder of the paper, elaborate on why the theme is meaningful. You might refer to some event or experience in your own life, some event you observed around you, or even something associated with current events. Finally, you will include a summary paragraph in which you bring your thoughts together to shape some conclusion about how your own perspective might have changed or develop a question that might have occurred as you pondered the topic.
· While I am interested in your analysis of events, problems, or situations from your own lives, I do not expect you to disclose anything that might prove to produce discomfort or disclose personal or embarrassing information. You may select a theme that reflects a positive or a negative event or situation. 
· Papers must address the theme within the chapter or class discussions on the theme of the chapter and be complete with description and analysis for credit to be assigned.
· These papers must reflect cohesion in writing, attention to mechanics of writing (e.g. spelling, grammar. APA style), and content to support your assertions in the analysis.
· While I expect the format to be appropriate for academic audiences, any autobiographical descriptions may deviate from that format. As we describe these events, problems, or situations, the use of first person and expression of emotional experiences are, of course, appropriate.  However, these experiences must be related to and elaborate on the theme of the chapter.
Chapter Response Evaluation Rubrics:

Below are the key elements we use to evaluate the chapter responses. While no numeric grade will be assigned, papers judged to be complete will achieve excellent ratings on item number 1 and at least 2 of the remaining 3 items. In addition, any responses receiving 2 or more poor ratings will be considered incomplete and no credit will be given.

1. Papers reflect discussion of a theme of interest from the chapter assigned.

· Excellent: Theme is clearly related to the chapter topic by use of terms that reflect the content of the chapter

· Fair: Theme is only marginally related to the chapter topic.

· Poor: Theme is only inferentially related to the topic and terms that reflect content of the chapter are absent.

2. Paper(s) reflects excellence in APA style, mechanics, spelling, and syntax.

· Excellent: No errors
· Fair: Few Errors (<1/page)

· Poor: Frequent Errors (>1/page)



3. Paper(s) includes clearly stated main ideas or themes. 

· Excellent: Main ideas or themes are consistently and  clearly signaled for the reader by appropriate rhetorical devices
· Fair: Writing reflects inconsistent signaling of main ideas or themes
· Poor: Main ideas or themes are obscure and ambiguously identified
4. Main ideas or themes are logically and coherently connected to supporting information.

· Excellent: Main ideas or themes are consistently and obviously linked to supporting information
· Fair: Main ideas or themes are inconsistently or ambiguously related to supporting information 
· Poor: Main ideas or themes generally lack supporting information
