DEP 4990L
Laboratory in Child and Adolescent Development
Instructor: Samuel R. Mathews, Ph.D.

Office Location: Bldg. 41, Room 204

Class Times: 1:00-2:40

Class Location: Bldg 41, Room 139.

Pre or Co requisites: 

DEP 4304, Psychology of Adolescence OR DEP 3103 Child Development
Prerequisites:

EXP 3082, Experimental Psychology

EXP 3082L, Experimental Psychology Laboratory

Required Text:
American Psychological Assn. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, (5th edition).

Orientation to the course:

In order for students of psychology to become truly integrated into the field, a working knowledge of and experience in the tools of inquiry used as we generate and test new knowledge and practices of psychology are necessary. In this laboratory experience, students will have the opportunity to apply knowledge acquired in the content area classroom experiences. You will have the opportunity to participate in the major phases of the process of inquiry in psychology with particular attention to the unique challenges posed as we conduct research with children and adolescents. 

The structure of this course will reflect the structure of the process of inquiry. The first step is identifying a topic or theme within which we wish to conduct empirical research. Second, we will focus on critically reading reports of empirical research to refine the topic and develop a research question. Third, we will develop a methodology for collecting data with which we will answer the question and test hypotheses. Fourth, we will focus on strategies for analysis of the data and finally, we will develop plausible interpretations of the results of the analyses. It is through experience in the process of conducting research that we internalize the principles of inquiry in psychology. 

The final phase of the course involves students developing a proposal for conducting research in their own areas of interest. This proposal can form the basis for conducting empirical research in subsequent semesters, potentially as part of a Directed Independent Study. This activity will be particularly desirable for those interested in pursuing graduate study.

This course is structured so that students receive direct support as they enhance their existing knowledge in methods of inquiry in psychology and acquire knowledge of new strategies and methods. The small size of the class (25 students) and the laboratory atmosphere will ensure that individuals will receive hands-on experience and work in a mentor-protégé relationship with the instructor and an advanced graduate student. In order to gain this experience and knowledge in the process of inquiry in psychology, the following Student Learning Objectives have been identified.

Student Learning Objectives:
Students successfully completing DEP 4990L will be able to:

· Critically ANALYZE reports of empirical research on adolescents;

· Evaluation: Submit analytical summaries of 5 reports of empirical research related to the students’ topics of interest.

· DEMONSTRATE knowledge of American Psychological Association style in all written work submitted.

· Evaluation: Appropriate use of APA style in all written work

· DEMONSTRATE knowledge of research designs used in research on child and adolescent development;

· Evaluation: 

· Correctly identify designs used in reports of empirical articles;

· Description of design in final research proposal;

· Use of appropriate design terminology during class discussions

· DEMONSTRATE skills in analysis of empirical data collected from adolescent participants

· Evaluation:
· In analytical summaries, identify and evaluate appropriateness of data analysis strategies used in reports of empirical research 
· Select data analysis strategy and conduct analyses of data sets during laboratory exercises.
· Select and describe data analysis strategies in the final research proposal
· PRESENT results of data analysis in writing and in an oral presentation

· Evaluation::

· Report results of data analysis including appropriate summary tables and results of statistical tests in writing, conforming to APA style guides.

· Report results of data analysis orally to classmates.
· INTERPRET results of data analysis

· Evaluation:
· In analytical summaries, evaluate authors’ interpretation of their data analyses.

· Compose interpretation of data analyses in laboratory exercises;

· DEMONSTRATE and APPLY ethical guidelines unique to conducting empirical research with adolescents under the age of 18 years;

· Evaluation:
· Identify and evaluate ethical issues in analytical summaries of reports of empirical research;

· In the final research proposal, demonstrate appropriate protection of human subjects under the age of 18 years.

· DEVELOP a proposal including a brief literature review that provides a rationale for a research question on a topic of interest and a methodology that provides a means for answering the research question and testing hypotheses.

· Evaluation:
· Prepare and submit in writing a research proposal including literature review, research question and hypotheses, and methods section including plans for collection and analysis of data.

Class Attendance:
Given that this course meets once each week, attendance is required at all class meetings. Discussions will comprise a key part of the learning experience therefore when one member is absent, we all miss a key contribution. 

Grading Criteria

Participation in class discussions: 25%

Laboratory Assignments: 30%

Final Proposal: 30%

Presentation: 15%

A    93~100, A-  90~92

B+  87~ 89,  B  83~86,   B-  80~82

C+  77~79,   C  73~76,  C-  70~72

D+  67~69,   D 60~66    F < 60

University Policy on Academic Conduct:

Academic honesty and integrity are major components of education here at UWF. Our values do not condone any behavior that takes away from that academic honesty and integrity. As we complete our educational experiences, we neither engage in nor tolerate cheating on examinations or assignments or plagiarizing the work of others. See UWF Student Handbook policy and information on Academic Conduct.

Academic honesty and integrity are serious and violations will be dealt with immediately and to the fullest extent of UWF policy. The UWF Student Handbook contains information about procedures and policies for handling cases of academic misconduct.

Assistance for Students with Special Needs:

Students with special needs or who require special accommodations for examinations or other assignments should contact the Director of Disabled Student Services (DSS). This office will provide a letter for the instructor specifying recommended accommodations. 

Email: dss@uwf.edu   Phone 474-2387

