DEP 3103 Child Development

Spring 2009
Samuel R. Mathews, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Department of Psychology

Email:

smathews@uwf.edu
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Building 41, Room 204

Phone:

474-2033

Office Hours:
 
· Monday, 10:00-12:00

· Wednesday, 2:30-4:00

· Thursday, 10:00-12:00
Teaching Assistant: Katie Lowe

Office Hours:  TBA
Email:
kel4@students.uwf.edu
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Building 41, Room 227
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TBA

Course Orientation:
DEP 3103, Child Development, provides an opportunity for the participants in the class to create a deep and broad understanding of development from conception through late childhood. Our work will include discussions of the individual, family, peers, and the broader cultural institutions that impact how the individual progresses through the childhood years. 
Given that our lives are shaped by forces that include biological (e.g. genetics, physical development, overall health), social (e.g. family, peers, school), and individual psychological (e.g. emotional, intellectual, personality) factors, our work will be based on a bio-psycho-social perspective on child development. We will work our way through the prenatal, infancy, early childhood, middle childhood, and late childhood years. As we progress, we will seek to integrate our understandings of the biological, social, and psychological aspects into a holistic view of the child. 
Another and equally critical element is a focus on global issues and perspectives. Many of us who are now part of the University of West Florida community will find an increasing emphasis on understanding other cultures and ethnic groups. Understanding does not imply that we agree with all aspects of other cultures and ethnic groups, but it does imply that we have sufficient knowledge to compare and contrast differences across the domains of child development and across cultures and ethnic groups. Thus throughout the course, we will be expected to read about, discuss, and learn from other cultures and ethnic groups. Some of the readings will come from the textbook and others will be made available online. Regardless, we will be expected to be able to interpret perspectives from western psychology in light of other perspectives, even those perspectives with which we might disagree. 
Expectations:
We expect all participants to complete readings and other assignments prior to the day for which they were assigned.  Only those assignments or papers submitted on or before the due dates will be graded for credit.  Generally, we do not allow make-up examinations.  In the case of illness or death in your family, documentation is required prior to the administration of a make-up exam or permission to submit an assignment late. 

If you are more than five minutes late for class please do not interrupt by coming in late.  You may wish to obtain notes from a classmate.  While I do not take attendance, your presence during class will contribute to participation points during class discussion.

We expect all participants to read and abide by the University of West Florida’s guidelines for academic honesty, plagiarism, and student conduct. Please see the section of the student handbook on these topics as well as the American Psychological Association’s website on ethics...

We expect all students to participate in large group and small group discussions.  Discussions are intended to further learning and critical analysis of material we cover in class lectures and readings.  The discussions, while sometimes spirited, must remain civil.

Student Conduct and Civility

· All cell phones and other electronic communication equipment must be in the off position prior to the beginning of class.  Should your cell phone or other communication device ring during class, you will be asked to leave the class immediately for the remainder of the class session. 
· Individual conversations or other disruptive behavior during class is an indication of lack of respect for other students and the instructor. Given this, should such conversations or behavior be observed, the individuals involved will be asked to leave class and not return during the class session. The second time a student is observed engaging in such behaviors the student will be referred to Student Affairs for appropriate actions. Students who have questions of the instructor are encouraged to ask openly in class as others may have the same question.
· Punctuality is important. The class begins at 1:00 pm sharp. If you find that you cannot be on time, please simply obtain notes from a friend or colleague in the class. Do not interrupt the class by coming in late. If it becomes impossible for you to be punctual, you might consider dropping the course and taking it when it is offered at a more convenient time.  
Student Learning Outcomes for DEP 3103 Child Development:

· Demonstrate active engagement in relevant topics of Child Development: 
· Evaluation:  In-class tasks on randomly selected days.
· Demonstrate knowledge of content related to intellectual, emotional, social, and biological changes across infancy through middle and late childhood;
· Evaluation: Tests, Final Paper
· Demonstrate understandings of  the relationships among race, gender, and social status and the child’s wellbeing across the childhood years;

· Evaluation: Tests,  Final Paper

· Apply understandings developed across the course (see above outcomes) to contemporary issues or problems that impact the transition across infancy and childhood within the intellectual, emotional, social/cultural, and/or biological domains.
· Evaluation:,  Final Paper
· Demonstrate critical reading, writing, and thinking skills
· Evaluation:  Final Paper
Strategies for Evaluation of Learning Outcomes:

The evaluation of class learning outcomes will consist of 4 multiple choice tests, in-class and out of class writing assignments, and a 5 page research paper including products aimed toward completion of the paper. These assignments total 100 possible points of earned credit toward your grade.

Tests:

Four multiple-choice format tests will be administered throughout the semester.  If there are individuals who require alternative tests formats or administration procedures, please notify the instructor prior to the first test. Each test is worth 15% of your final grade. (total 60%)
Statement of Paper Topic:

Students will submit a one page description of their paper topic. This statement will briefly describe the topic and provide a brief rationale for the individual selection of the topic.  (5% of the total grade)
Annotated Bibliography:

You will submit one annotated bibliography early in the semester. This bibliography will provide an overview of articles you might use for your integration and application assignment detailed below. Guidelines for the bibliography will be posted on the course website located on the Child Development link on my faculty website (http://uwf.edu/smathews/mathews.html/).  Total: 5% of the total grade 
Detailed Outline of Final Paper:
The outline will include a working title, major points and at least three level of detail with two headings for each subordinate level (e.g. I, A., 1, 2 B., 1, 2). This will assist you in composing a coherent and readable paper. Total 5% of the total grade.

Final Paper: Integration and Application Assignment:

Students in DEP 3103 will compose a final paper exploring some aspect of child development in which they have an interest. This assignment is designed to allow the student to move beyond the course lectures, discussions, and textbook and to integrate their knowledge constructed from those sources with other readings and experiences. Total: 20% of the total grade.
1. Integrative Paper: The integrative paper brings the idea of a traditional research paper to bear on a theme of critical contemporary interest for the area of child development. The integrative paper theme is to be derived from some contemporary issue gleaned from current events. The current event can be derived from news sources (e.g. newspapers, news magazines, or national or global news source). The paper will consist of two components.

a. The first part of the paper should describe in detail the event or theme including the source of the event or theme. This should be verifiable by a critical reader. That is, the reader should be able to access the source to verify the facts much like an ethical new editor will fact-check a reporter’s story prior to publishing that story. Enough detail should be included to allow the reader to understand the context of the event or the context in which the theme assumes importance and to understand the unfolding of the event, the consequences, and the relative importance for the individuals concerned. Topics do not necessarily have to be focused on issues within the USA. Global themes are clearly welcome. This section will likely be one page in length.
b. The second part of the integrative paper presents an exploration of the theme or event and its impact through primary source literature from refereed journals. This part of the paper provides the reader with information based on science rather than opinion, belief, or blind authority. This portion of the paper will present the reader with clearly expressed and in depth analysis of the event or theme and could  pose an explanation of the origin of the situation, the impact of the situation, or pose a question that could be investigated using a scientific approach and provide a potential solution to some problem.

This paper should be no less than 5 pages of text and conform to the American Psychological Association’s writing style for reference citations and composition style. You are required to use a minimum of 8 primary sources in addition to the sources you cite for the event or theme. You are required to submit your theme within 3 weeks of the beginning of the semester and annotated bibliographies of your primary source articles periodically. In addition, you will submit a rough draft of the paper at a point about two-thirds through the term. You will be provided the rubric we use in scoring the final paper so you can make sure your work is at the highest level of quality.  
Class Participation and Attendance:
Students will complete an in class brief assignment on randomly selected days. Those who complete and submit them will receive credit for participation and attendance on that day. Total of 5% of the total grade.
University Policy on Academic Conduct:

Academic honesty and integrity are major components of education here at UWF. Our values do not condone any behavior that takes away from that academic honesty and integrity. As we complete our educational experiences, we neither engage in nor tolerate cheating on examinations or assignments or plagiarizing the work of others. See UWF Student Handbook policy and information on Academic Conduct.

Academic honesty and integrity are serious and violations will be dealt with immediately and to the fullest extent of UWF policy. The UWF Student Handbook contains information about procedures and policies for handling cases of academic misconduct.

Assistance for Students with Special Needs: Students with special needs or who require special accommodations for examinations or other assignments should contact the Director of Disabled Student Services (DSS). This office will provide a letter for the instructor specifying recommended accommodations. ( dss@uwf.edu; 474-2387)
Distribution of Credit for Evaluation of Learning:

	4 Tests
	15% per test for a total of 60%

	3 Paragraph Statement of Topic for Final Paper
	5% of the total grade

	1 Annotated Bibliography
	5% of the total grade

	1 Detailed Outline of the final paper
	5% of the total grade

	Integrative paper/Service learning
	20% of your grade

	Attendance/Participation
	5% of your grade (Exit Cards on Selected Class Days)


Grading Scale:

A    93~100, A-  90~92, B+  87~ 89,  B  83~86,   B-  80~82, C+  77~79,   
C  73~76,  C-  70~72, D+  67~69,   D 60~66    F < 60
Course Schedule:1

Unit 1, Chapters 1, 2, & 3

Foundations of Child Development, Genetics, & Prenatal Development

TEST January 28
Unit 2, Chapters 4, 5, & 6

Development through Infancy & Toddlerhood

TEST Februray 23
Unit 3, Chapters 7, 8, & 9

Development through Early Childhood

TEST March 25
Unit 4, Chapters 10, 11, 12, & preadolescence

Development through Middle Childhood

TEST April 29
1 Changes in the course schedule or due-dates for assignments and examinations will be announced well in advance.

