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Course Description

This course is designed to acquaint students with outcomes associated with children and adolescents who experience armed conflict. We will focus on the child soldiers and child and adolescent victims of armed conflict themselves and strategies for reintegrating these children and adolescents into the fabric of their society in post-conflict regions. Course materials will include texts that reflect autobiographies by child soldiers, scholarly work conducted to better understand the phenomenon of child soldiering, and reports of international (e.g. United Nations, World Health Organization, International Rescue Committee) and regional (e.g. national Ministries of Health, Ministries of Education) organizations and agencies. The course will be conducted in modified lecture and small group formats and will include direct interactions with educational and social service professionals within the regions emerging from armed conflict 
Contact Information:

Email: smathews@uwf.edu
Phone: 850-474-2033

Office: Bldg 41/204

Office Hours:

Monday: 12:30-3:30

Wednesday:  10:00-12:00; 1:00-2:00
Texts:

Honwana, A. (2006). Child soldiers in Africa. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Beah, I. (1998). A long way gone: Memoirs of a boy soldier. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux Publishers.

Additional resources United Nations Reports of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict (http://www.un.org/children/conflict/english/reports.html 
· International Rescue Committee (http://www.theirc.org/) 
Student Learning Outcomes
Students who successfully complete this course will:

· Describe, compare, and contrast criteria for designation of child soldiers from multiple sources (e.g. United Nations, World Health Organization, International Rescue Committee)
· Describe elements of risk and resiliency related to outcomes of children’s and adolescents’ participation in armed conflict as soldiers, victims, and displaced persons
· Analyze post-conflict interventions for child soldiers, victims, and displaced persons to identify those elements that are effective in minimizing maladaptive outcomes

· Develop a dossier for selected regions currently in armed conflict and post conflict including nature of conflict, impact on children and adolescents as soldiers, victims, and displaced persons, intervention programs, and limitations within the region
· Prepare and deliver an oral report based on the dossiers

· Use appropriate media for presentations

· Demonstrate use of Standard English and APA format in all written products.
Additional Graduate Student Requirements:
· Participate as group facilitators during inclass group work

· Lead development of dossiers and presentations

· Write an end of course synopsis of group process and outcomes

Course Topics include but are not limited to:

· Operational and legal definition of child soldier
· Overview of bio-psycho-social perspectives on child and adolescent development 

· Concepts of Risk and Resiliency among child soldiers, victims, and internally displaced persons
· Developmental outcomes for children and adolescents engaged in armed conflict

· Factors related to internally displaced persons

· Regions in armed conflict

· Armed Conflict and Civil Strife in remote and underdeveloped regions

· Characteristics of successful post-conflict interventions 
Graded products and activities:

· Class participation in large and small group discussions (20%)
· Reflection Essays on selected course topics (20%)

· Annotated bibliography for scholarly work, regional government reports, and reports by international organizations on the regions of interest (20%)

· Evaluation of final written project (20%)

· Evaluation of final oral report (20%)

Grading Scale
· A=93%-100%
· A- = 90%-92%

· B+ = 87%-89%

· B = 83%-86%

· B- = 80%-82%

· C+ = 77%-79%

· C = 73%-76%

· C- = 70%-76%

· D+ = 67%-69%

· D = 60%-66%
· F = 59 or below
University Policy on Academic Conduct: Academic honesty and integrity are major components of education here at UWF. Our values do not condone any behavior that takes away from that academic honesty and integrity. As we complete our educational experiences, we neither engage in nor tolerate cheating on examinations or assignments or plagiarizing the work of others.
Academic honesty and integrity are serious and violations will be dealt with immediately and to the fullest extent of UWF policy. The UWF Student Handbook contains information about procedures and policies for handling cases of academic misconduct.

Assistance for Students with Special Needs:

Students with special needs or who require special accommodations for examinations or other assignments should contact the Director of Disabled Student Services (DSS). This office will provide a letter for the instructor specifying recommended accommodations. 

· Email: dss@uwf.edu   Phone 474-2387.

ALL CELL PHONES AND PAGERS MUST BE IN THE OFF POSITION PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.  SHOULD YOUR CELL PHONE OR PAGER RING, YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE CLASS IMMEDIATELY AND NOT ALLOWED TO RETURN.

