Chapter 4: Key Developmental Issues

	Key Issues
	Explanation

	Nature vs. Nurture
	This is the debate over whether the environmental influences or genetics plays the major role in the development of the human being. Most researchers today, see the two forces as interacting to impact human behaviors, thoughts, and temperament.

Studies in which monozygotic (identical) twins were compared with fraternal (non-identical twins) twins form the base of those who hold that genetics play the major role. Other factors have been used to discount the deterministic role of genetics in favor of a more interactive environment—genetic model.

	Continuous vs. Discontinuous
	Some theories of human development hold that development proceeds in a way that is portrayed as a series of stair steps. That is, change from one stage to another requires qualitative change in the processes underlying human abilities. These are discontinuous theories. (e.g. Piaget, Erikson)

	
	Other theories of human development hold that development proceeds more gradually and the changes that occur are primarily quantitative. (continuous theories)This model is more of a linear increase in abilities of the human being with the processes being rather similar across the lifespan. Environmental or behavioral theories tend to reflect this viewpoint. (e.g. Skinner, Bandura)


Chapter 4: Human Development: Infancy and Childhood
	
	Physical
	Language Development
	Cognitive
	Social

	Infancy 
and Childhood
	Prenatal

· Impact of teratogens

· Impact of maternal health and stress

· Neurological maturation during last trimester includes migration of neurons from center of brain to cortical regions

Neonatal and Infancy

· Sensory acuity

· Neurological development

· Motor skills

· Neurological maturation includes elaboration of connections between brain cells as experience is encountered

Early Childhood

· Motor skills

· Growth rate


	Infancy:
· During the first 6 months, infants’ brains are wired to hear and learn the sounds of language
· Babbling: vocalizes in linguistically similar fashion

· Semantic babbling: rhythm and inflection of babbling approximate sounds of mature syntax

· Near the end of infancy, as symbolic thought emerges, the infant begins using one and two word utterances combined with gestures to communicate.
Early Childhood
· Children begin to acquire the rules for grammar with subject, verb, object patterns emerging first.

· Overregulation, or overgeneralization of rules occurs (I goed to the store instead of I went to the store).

· Through middle and late childhood, the child acquires more sophisticated rules via schooling and other social interactions.
	Piaget’s Stage Theory of Cognitive Development:

Infancy: Sensori-Motor Stage 

· infants learn through direct sensory experience; 

· represents the world as sensations and actions

· near the end of infancy object permanence and symbolic thought is acquired

Early Childhood: Preoperational Thought:

· acquires language; 

· egocentric in language and thought

· typically focuses on a single attribute of a problem or experience (centration)

· experiences difficulty with reversing or operating on one’s own thoughts

Middle Childhood: Concrete Operational Thought

· ability to consider other’s perspectives

· can focus on multiple attributes of problems can operate on and reverse one’s own thoughts;

· uses reason to solve concrete problems

Piaget’s critics have found that children can appear more sophisticated than Piaget concluded.
	Infancy:
Bowlby & Ainsworth: Attachment: consistent, appropriate responsiveness by primary caregiver can foster secure attachment

Erikson’s Psychosocial Development:

Infancy: Trust v. Mistrust

· Gains trust in the environment to provide for needs in a timely and appropriate manner

· Gains trust in self to cause actions in others (concept of contingency)

Toddler: Autonomy v. Shame and Doubt

· Identifies and asserts preferences

· Asserts control as an agent in one’s own destiny

· Makes requests of others

Early Childhood: Initiative vs. Guilt

· Initiates goal directed (not goal oriented) behavior

· Seeks to create

Middle Childhood: Industry/Competence vs. Inferiority

· Acquires major competencies of one’s cultures (e.g. literacy, cultural knowledge, skills)

· Uses competencies with one’s peers


