Chapter 12: Socioemotional Development in Middle Childhood
· Social and Emotional Self
· Social Evaluations 
· Self representation/Self concepts—me self
· Self-evaluations—judgments about self in light of some standard of comparison
· Perceived Self Efficacy (PSE; Bandura, 1997)
· Realization that one can complete some task or can attain the knowledge or skills to do so;
· Accurate assessment is adaptive (knowing one’s limits)
· Development of PSE
· Enactive Mastery Experiences—tasks at which one succeeds and attributes success to one’s own efforts
· Verbal persuasion—feedback that is informative and non-evaluative
· Vicarious experiences—appropriate models for the desired behavior
· Positive emotional experience and environment—adaptive risk taking is viewed as positive regardless of outcomes
· Congruence between one’s interest and one’s skills or knowledge and one’s value for some activity is important
· Emotional \Development
· Cassidy et al. (1992)—children of emotionally expressive mothers are held in high regard by their peers (Cook & Cook, pg. 405)
· Koestner et al. (1990)—when fathers are involved in their children’s care & mothers were more tolerant of dependent behaviors, restricted aggression, and were more satisfied with their roles as mothers, their children tended to grow up to be more empathic adults
· Zahn-Waxler & Robinson (1995)—children of mothers who were chronically depressed tended to experience feelings of guilt and helplessness
· Caspi et al. (2004)—when one twin is treated more warmly than the other, the twin receiving lower levels of warmth from the maternal figure, the twin receiving lower levels of warmth tends to manifest greater levels of behavioral problems
· Aggression
· Physical Aggression—act of using physical force
· Typically, males engage in greater frequency of physical aggression, but CDC documents an increase in female perpetrated physical aggression
· Relational Aggression—using social strategies to undermine reputations, relationships, etc. [it is unclear whether this leads to violence against self/other—You tube case recently tried with mother using you tube videos to slander an acquaintance of her daughter; daughter ultimately committed suicide]
· Typically, females engage in greater frequency of relational aggression but males use the strategy as well.

· Murray-Close, Crick, Galotti (2006) children [differentiated] between physical and relational aggression in their moral judgments. Specifically, the participants tended to assert that physically aggressive behaviors were more wrong and more harmful than relationally aggressive behavior, but that relational aggression was more frequently a moral issue than was physical aggression. It appears, then, that, during the late elementary school years, children do differentiate between physical and relational aggression on some dimensions when making moral judgments of aggressive behavior.(page 362).
· Divorce
· Te Puna Whakaaro ( 2004) » The Impact of family structure and family change on child outcomes Social Policy Journal Of New Zealand
· Mechanisms That Link Parental Separation to Child Outcomes
· income changes consequent on parental separation—
· declines in economic circumstances following separation may explain part, but by no means all, of the poorer outcomes among children who have experienced a parental separation 
· paternal absence—
· It is not just the father’s presence in the home that is important; it is his presence in the child’s life. 
· poor maternal mental health following a separation—
· when economic deprivation, interparental hostility and the burdens of single parenting take their toll on the mental health of custodial mothers, children will tend to fare less well 
· interparental conflict—
· parental conflict that is about the child or directly involves the child, conflict that is physically violent, threatening or abusive, and conflict in which the child feels caught in the middle between two warring parents have the most adverse consequences for children. 
· compromised parenting practices and child-parent relations—
· families on the verge of breakup are characterised by less intimate parent–parent and parent–child relationships, as well as less parental commitment to children’s education and fewer economic resources. Prior to the marital disruption, families that broke down showed consistent signs of dysfunction on every indicator of family environment examined.
· Selection Effects—some families that divorce may be different from the outset:
· Families that eventually divorce may be different in a variety of ways from those that do not long before marital disruption occurs. They may be more likely to exhibit poor parenting practices, high levels of marital conflict, or suffer from persistent economic stress ... exposure to these conditions may compromise children’s economic, social and psychological wellbeing in later life whether or not a separation takes place. (Furstenberg and Teitler, 1994)


· Resilient Children:
· Children who emerge from families with histories of behavioral or psychiatric problems and yet have quite positive outcomes
· Characteristics of resilient children:
· Having a caring and supportive relationship with at least one person (in the case of children, this person is an adult; a parent, a teacher, a neighbor, a relative, a member of the clergy); 
· Hearing consistent, clear, and high but realistic expectations ("I know you can do it!" messages), and 
· Having plenty of meaningful opportunities to shape, influence, and control aspects of one's environment. 
· These factors combine with the ability to develop close relationships with others, good problem-solving skills, a clear sense of purpose, and faith in one's abilities. (Alberta [Canada] Health Services, 2007).
· Compare resiliency with strategies for developing a positive sense of self efficacy.
· Erikson’s Psychosocial Development:
· Industry vs. Inferiority
· Children acquire the technologies of the culture
· Focus is on goal attainment
· Undue focus on perfection with harsh feedback can lead to a sense of inferiority
· Schools & Media
· Schools 
· One system for everyone or tracking
· Achievement--high vs. low; probs: 
· ability measures doubious (achieved vs. expected)
· Behavior-- alternative schools; 
· probs: referral often biased re: ethnic, economic class; referrals inconsistent from one school to the next;
· Research on tracking
· Snow (1986)--with tracking  "low" kids tend to be alienated from school (Brandon's experience with basketball)
· Gamoran & Mare (1989) When achievement is held constant, tracking predicts drop out better than scores on achievement tests.
· Page (1990)--kids in low tracks tend to think that luck and guessing is more fruitful than hard work and skills
· Alternatives to tracking
· Banks (1993) cooperative learning--students, both high and low students gain; students tend to become more responsible for their own learning
· Cromer--broader community involvement connects school with the world of the students.



· Attribution theory—
Internal		external
		Stable		success—smart	success—easy task
				Failure—stupid	failure—hard task
		Unstable	success—effort	success	--lucky 
				Failure—effort	failure—unlucky
· Motivation orientation—
· task/mastery orientation—the completion of the task and learning the material or mastering the skill is key
· performance/ability orientation—focus is on external evaluation; getting the grade;
· helplessness orientation—no matter what actions are taken, the task is insurmountable
· what kinds of schools can overcome these problems?
· high participation—active learning
· high personalization—teacher interacts with students as individuals
· high investigation—students test ideas rather than simply accepting them

· Media
· Viewing Television violence tends to be related to greater levels of aggressive behavior at adulthood…this finding is moderated by the correlational nature and the finding that more aggressive individuals tend to watch more television
· Findings on video games unclear and contradictory
· Internet and child victimization—
· Chris Wilkinson, Pensacola Police Dept.: frequently, the danger is not in misrepresentation by adults that they are children, but the direct seduction/attraction of older adults of younger children; frequently use ruses to meet children with common interests—“…you are so much like my niece/nephew, I’d like to get to know you better…”
· Children would be well served to use “…mall behavior when on the internet…”
· Peers
· Peer Status Groups Coie, Dodge, & Coppotelli (1980 & subsequent rsch aimed at rejected children and adolescents)—
· Two factors: Social Preference & Social Impact
· Social Preference 
· positively related to cooperation, support, attractiveness
· negatively related to disruption and aggression
· Social Impact
· Active and salient behaviors whether positive or negative
· Rated high to low on each dimension
· Popular—high preference & high impact
· Average/amiable—positive preference, mid-level impact
· Rejected—low preference & high impact
· Neglected—low preference & low impact
· Controversial—rejected (disruptive, aggressive) & popular (social leaders)
· 
