Project 2:

Training Your Sniffy

Exercises 10-15
Please include a copy of your Cumulative Record for all of your reinforcement schedules. (10pts)

As you gradually increased (stretched) your reinforcement schedule, how did Sniffy adapt?  Would these same results be possible if you did not gradually stretch the schedule but instead started Sniffy with a thin reinforcement schedule (e.g. reinforcing every 30 seconds, rather than continuously from the start)? (10pts)

In the Cumulative Record of your four schedules, which schedule illustrates scalloping?  What can you infer from this?  How does your Cumulative Record for fixed ratio differ from the record for variable ratio?  Similarly, how does your record for fixed interval differ from the variable interval? (Please annotate your cumulative records to show scalloping, post-reinforcement pauses, etc. (10pts)

Why would some reinforcement schedules be more beneficial than others (give specific examples)? (10pts)

What do these reinforcement schedules teach us about learning?  Give an example of how reinforcement schedules may appear in the real world for Sniffy. Explain how you can use such schedules in your own life. (10pts)

Exercises 16-19

Please include a copy of your Cumulative Record as you trained Sniffy’s new behavior. (10pts)
What behavior did you train Sniffy to do?  How does your Cumulative Record reflect Sniffy’s training? (10pts)

Explain the purpose of the Operant Associations window and how it changed while you were training your Sniffy. (10pts)

Get creative!  Train Sniffy to perform a behavior not within the manual.  Explain the new behavior, how you trained him, what hurdles you had to overcome, and the duration of Sniffy’s progress.  Include discussion about the Cumulative Record and Operant Associations window (annotate as appropriate). (20pts)
