Project 1:
Getting to Know Your Sniffy

Please complete your lab report using the following items and questions as a guide. Please remember to put your name on all pages of the project report. 
Exercises 1-3

Please attach print-outs of the following graphs from your experiment: (5pts)
Movement Ratio

Suppression Ratio

Describe the purpose of exercises 1 through 3 .  (5 pts)
Describe your procedure.  Be sure to include the following components within your description: (10 pts)
Intertrial Interval



US
Number of Trials



CS
Research Design



UR
Independent Variable(s)


CR
Dependent Variable(s) 
Describe the acquisition, extinction, and spontaneous recovery process of the fear response. How long did Sniffy take to develop his conditioned fear response? How does your CR differ from the UR after conditioning? (10 pts)
Explain the difference between the Movement Ratio and the Suppression Ratio. Explain why this is considered Pavlovian/classical conditioning. Why are Sniffy’s fear responses not considered punishment training? (10 pts)
Give a specific example of how Sniffy’s fears might be classically conditioned in the real world?  Describe how your behavior has been classically conditioned? Describe how classical conditioning  may be used to improve some aspect of your life (give specific examples). (10 pts)
Exercises 4-9
Prior to experiment: review the shaping tips from the textbook

Please attach print-outs of the following graphs from your experiment: (5 pts)
Cumulative Record

Describe the purpose of exercises 4 through 9. (5 pts)
Describe your procedure.  Be sure to include the following components within your description: (10 pts)
Research Design



Independent Variable(s) 


Dependent Variable(s) 
Reinforcer(s)

Other stimuli if any



Describe the strategy you used to shape Sniffy’s lever-pressing behavior, how long it took (in terms of time and/or number of trials). Why was it important to build the sound-food association before the other operant associations? What criterion did you use to determine that Sniffy learned the desired behavior (mark the point on the cumulative record where you believe he has learned the behavior)? Is this difficult to determine and why? (10 pts)
Explain the extinction process and the spontaneous recovery.  Mark where these occurred on the cumulative record and state how long it took (in terms of either time or # of trials) for these to occur. (10 pts)
Give a specific example of how operant conditioning might shape Sniffy’s actions in a natural setting? If you were to train an actual rat what would you do differently based on your experience with Sniffy?  How could operant conditioning be used to improve some aspect of your own life? (10 pts)
