Research Proposal Feedback Sheet

Student Name: 

	Excellent
	Adequate
	Poor/Absent
	Elements & Idea Flow of Problem Statement

	Topic for study
	

	
	Stated in title

	Comments:
	Introduced in topic sentence

	
	Included a narrative hook

	
	Clearly a subject area

	Research problem
	

	
	Used marker words - The problem is

	Comments:
	Differentiated from purpose of study

	
	Is a concern or issue that needs a solution

	Justification of problem
	

	
	Personal experience

	Comments:
	Workplace experience

	
	Other researcher findings

	Deficiencies of past research
	

	
	Not adequately addressed

	Comments:


	Not sufficient evidence to prove

	Related to target audience
	

	
	Used marker words - the intended audience is…

	Comments:
	Single audience

	
	Multiple audiences

	
	Indicated how investigation will help audience

	
	


	Excellent
	Adequate
	Poor/Absent
	Elements

	Introductory Statement 
	

	
	Restates topic/problem (as extension of Section I) 

	Comments:
	Includes marker sentence that signals contents of literature review (themes/headings) (e.g., “The following review of the literature…”

	
	Themes identified – study by study review grouped under these themes

	Study by study lit review

	
	Study-by-study format (includes abstracts and critiques of 8-10 empirical studies)

	Comments:


	         Problem

	
	         Questions

	
	         Data collection

	
	         Results/Findings

	
	Transitional sentences from one heading/theme/study to the next

	Concluding statement
	

	
	Theme summary

	Comments:
	Deficiencies – need for additional research

	
	Rationale for study – 3 to 4 reasons

	Literature Map
	

	
	Figure included in Appendix

	Comments:
	key terms indicated

	
	3-4 groupings/themes identified

	
	specific citations indicated within each theme

	
	“my study” indicated and connected to other branches of literature

	
	literature map appropriately referred to in text to intro lit review and themes etc.


	Excellent
	Adequate
	Poor/Absent
	Quantitative Investigation Elements

	Purpose Statement
	

	
	      Single sentence used   

	Comments:
	      Begins with signal words – “The purpose of this study is”

	
	      Uses either “Relates”, “compares”, describes”

	
	      Clearly identified all Independent, Dependent, and Control Variables

	
	      Clearly identifies participants and site

	Questions
	

	
	       Question asked

	Comments:
	        Begins with how, what, why

	
	        Identifies Independent, Dependent, Control

	
	        Uses Describe, Compare, Relate

	
	        Identifies Participants and site

	 Null hypotheses
	

	
	          Begins with no difference

	Comments:
	          Independent, Dependent, Control

	
	          Participants and site

	Alternative hypotheses
	

	
	Directional/nondirectional prediction

	Comments:
	          Independent, Dependent, Control

	
	          Participants and site


	Excellent
	Adequate
	Poor/Absent
	Qualitative Investigation Elements

	Purpose Statement
	

	
	      Single sentence used   

	Comments:
	      Begins with signal words & Qualitative

	
	      Research design

	
	      Central phenomenon

	
	       Explore, discover, describe, understand

	
	      Participants and site

	Questions
	

	
	      Central question

	Comments:
	           Begins with how, what, why

	
	           Central phenomenon

	
	           Participants and site

	
	       Subquestions: issue or procedural

	
	           Begin with how, what , why

	
	           Central phenomenon

	
	           Participants and site


	Excellent
	Adequate
	Poor/Absent
	Elements

	Statement of approach and design

	
	      Identified qualitative or quantitative 

	Comments:
	      Identified with a heading

	
	      Sufficient explanation/description along with rationale for design chosen

	Setting for study

	Comments:
	      Access described

	Participants

	
	       Clear description of who & where

	Comments:


	       Clear description of how selected

	 Instruments

	
	        Operational Definitions 

	Comments:
	Data needed

	
	        Reliability/validity evidence

	
	        Copy of instrument included in Appendix and referred to in document
        

	 Summary of data collection procedures

	
	         Collecting permissions

	Comments:
	         Sampling described (quantitative)

	
	              Population

	
	              Sample size and why

	
	              Sampling process

	
	         Sampling described (qualitative)

	
	              Sites and individuals needed

	
	              Process of selection

	
	              Number of sites and individuals

	 Summary of data analysis (quantitative)
	

	
	         Missing data

	Comments:


	         Scoring procedures

	
	         Input procedures for analysis

	
	         Descriptive statistics anticipated

	
	         Statistic(s) selected

	
	                 Why

	
	                  Assumptions met

	Summary of data analysis (qualitative)
	

	
	         Source of data & tools

	Comments:
	          Organization and analysis

	
	         Coding and developing themes

	Alignment of Purpose, Questions, Approach, Methods, and Analysis
	All elements are aligned

	Comments:
	


	Excellent
	Adequate
	Poor/Absent
	Elements

	APA/Grammar Errors

	Comments:


	Title Page 

	
	Page header

	
	Title at top of first text page

	
	Margins

	
	Citation of sources

	
	Seriation

	
	Heading levels

	
	Heading format

	
	Quoting sources

	
	Reference list

	
	Use of numbers

	
	Use of abbreviations

	
	Paragraph Development & indentation

	
	Transitions between sections and topics/subtopics

	
	Spelling and Grammar

	
	Spacing and Punctuation

	
	Tables

	
	Figures

	
	Appendices

-placement

-label

-format

	
	Abstract

	
	


Final Grade:

Proposal:          /250

APA:                /100

