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Chapter 1

No amount of writing skills can disguise poorly designed or managed research.  If it’s important enough to write about, it deserves thoughtful preparation.  Correct grammar is not the only thing that matters when designing research; communication between the writer and audience is imperative.  The flow has to be smooth and reflect the sequence of stages in the research process: introduction, method, results, and discussion (see page 7 of the APA manual).

In the introduction stage, you have to introduce the problem, develop the background, and state the purpose and rationale.  In the second stage, the method, the subsections, participants or subjects, apparatus, and procedure have to be identified.  The results stage is where you incorporate the tables and figures, statistical presentation, informationally adequate statistics, statistical power, statistical significance, and the effect size and strength of relationship.  In the final stage, the discussion, you talk about the problem choice, levels of analysis, and the application and synthesis.
Chapter 2
“Good writing is an art and a craft, and instructing in its mastery is beyond the scope of the Publication Manual.”  The APA Publication Manual guides you on what is acceptable and what is not, problematic and preferred, correct and incorrect, by providing guidelines for unbiased language.  The guidelines and some examples of each guideline are (see pages 61 to 76 of the APA manual):
	Problematic
	Preferred

	

	Guideline 1: Use an appropriate level of specificity

	The client’s behavior was typically female.
	The client’s behavior was [specify].

	
	

	Guideline 2: Be sensitive to labels

	1.  Participants were 300 Orientals.

2.  the elderly
	There were 300 Asian participants [perhaps adding “150 from Southeast Asia (Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam) and 150 from East Asia (North and South Korea)”].

older people

	
	

	Guideline 3: Acknowledge participation

	Our study included 60 subjects.
	Sixty people participated in our study.

	
	

	Guideline 4: Gender

	1.  The client is usually the best judge of the value of his counseling.
2.  man, mankind

man a project

3.  males, females

4.  Research scientists often neglect their wives and children.
5.  woman doctor, lady lawyer, male nurse, woman driver

6.  mothering

7.  chairman (of an academic department)

8.  foreman, mailman, salesmanship
9.  The authors acknowledge the assistance of Mrs. John Smith.

10.  cautious men and timid women

11.   Participants were 16 men and 4 women.  The women were housewives.
	The client is usually the best judge of the value of counseling.
The client is usually the best judge of his or her counseling.

Clients are usually the best judges of the value of the counseling they receive.

The best judge of the value of counseling is usually the client.

people, humanity, human beings, humankind, human species

staff a project, hire personnel, employ staff

men, women, boys, girls, adults, children, adolescents

Research scientists often neglect their spouses and children.

doctor or physician, lawyer, nurse, driver

parenting, nurturing [or specify exact behavior]

chairperson, chair [use chairman only if it is known that the institution has established that form as an official title]

supervisor or superintendent, postal worker or letter carrier, selling ability

The authors acknowledge the assistance of Jane Smith.

cautious women and men, cautious people

timid men and women, timid people

The men were [specify], and the women were [specify].

	
	

	Guideline 5: Sexual orientation

	1.  The sample consisted of 200 adolescent homosexuals.
2.  Manuscript title: “Gay Relationships in the 1990s”

3.  Participants were asked about their homosexuality.

4.  The women reported lesbian sexual fantasies.

5.  It was the participants’ sex, not their sexual orientation, that affected number of friendships.

6.  participants who had engaged in sexual intercourse

7.  Ten participants were married, and 5 were single.
	The sample consisted of 200 gay male adolescents.
The sample consisted of 100 gay male and 100 lesbian adolescents.
“Gay Male Relationships in the 1990s”

“Lesbian and Gay Male Relationships in the 1990s”

Participants were asked about the experience of being a lesbian or a gay man.

The women reported female-female sexual fantasies.

It was the participants’ gender, not their sexual orientation, that affected number of friendships.

participants who had engaged in penile-vaginal intercourse

participants who had engaged in sexual intercourse or had sex with another person

Ten participants were married, 4 were unmarried and living with partners, and 1 was unmarried and living alone.

	
	

	Guideline 6: Racial and Ethnic identity

	1.  The sample included 400 undergraduate participants.
2.  The 50 American Indians represented …
3.  We studied Eskimos

4.  Table entries:
Race
White

21

15

Non-White
15
4
5.  the articulate Mexican American professor
	The sample of 400 undergraduates included 250 White students (125 men and 125 women) and 150 Black students (75 men and 75 women).
The 50 American Indians (25 Choctaw, 15 Hopi, and 10 Seminole) represented …

We studied Inuit from Canada and Aleuts

Race

White

21

15

African American

10

1

Asian

5

3

the Mexican American professor 

  

	
	

	Guideline 7: Disabilities

	disabled person
defective child

mentally ill person

depressives

epileptics

neurotic patients

retarded adult

stroke victim

person afflicted with cerebral palsy

individual confined to a wheelchair
	person with (who has) a disability
child with a congenital disability

child with a birth impairment

person with mental illness

people who are depressed

individuals with epilepsy

patients with a neurosis (or neuroses)

adult with mental retardation

individual who had a stroke

person with cerebral palsy

individual who uses a wheelchair

	
	

	Guideline 8: Age

	elderly
senility
	Older person
Dementia or senile dementia of the Alzheimer’s type


