Experimental Psychology

EXP 3082

Spring 2012
MW: 10-11:15
Building 41, Room 134

Instructor:   Dr. Lisa VanWormer

Office Location: Building 41, Room 232

E-mail: lvanwormer@uwf.edu


Office Hours: MW 8:30-10:00, & Tu 8:30-11:30
Graduate Assistant: Stuart Hibyan 

GA Email: sth13@students.uwf.edu
Prerequisites/Corequisites:

Successful completion of PSY 2012 & STA 2023. Must also be enrolled currently in EXP 3082L unless a prior arrangement has been made.

Required Text:

Smith, R.A. & Davis, S.F. (2010). The psychologist as detective: An introduction to conducting 

research in psychology (5th Ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall
The purpose of the textbook is to complement the lectures. Not everything in the lecture will be in the textbook and not everything in the textbook will be in the lecture. Lecture outlines will be available through eLearning. Print them out before class.

Recommended Text:

Hock, R. R. (2008). Forty studies that changed psychology: Explorations into the history of 
psychological research (6th Ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall

The purpose of the recommended text is to complete extra credit writing assignments. This book includes many interesting studies that are very important to all of psychology. 

Course Catalog Description:

Scientific method and experimental techniques in psychology. Fundamental assumptions and principles of scientific observation and research design are discussed. Students learn a number of techniques specific to psychological research. Relevant ethical issues are addressed. Students will learn to interpret and evaluate research and to communicate research findings.
Course Objectives

This course will acquaint the student with the history, fundamentals, and applications of experimental psychology. We will look at influential researchers, schools of thought, and research paradigms and discuss their relationships to the history, current status, and future direction of experimental psychology. A great deal of emphasis will be placed on the importance of scientific research
Student Learning Outcomes:

Through this course, a successful student will be able to:


Summarize the seminal works of early experimental psychologists

Apply psychological theory to practical problems


Compare and contrast empirical and non-empirical ways of knowing


Understand the fundamentals of scientific research


Identify the ethical considerations of conducting research

Describe ethical principles in the use of humans and nonhuman animals in research

Appreciate the wide range of studies labeled as experimental psychology

Evaluate the current and future directions of experimental psychology

Understand the basic and applied uses of experimental research

Distinguish the importance of internal and external validity

Understand the need for basic statistics

Grading:


Exams: There will be a total of 4 semester exams, consisting of fill in the blanks, multiple choice and short answer questions. Exams cover material from the textbook, lectures, and class discussions. The schedule below shows the chapters and suggested readings that will be covered. Each exam is 100 points, for a total of 400 points available. You can access individual grades online.


Final Exam: The final exam will take place during finals week and will consist of some of the multiple choice and fill-in-the blank questions of the previous semester exams. The final exam is worth 50 points. 


Make-ups for semester exams will be allowed in the case of 1) a medical problem, 2) participation is a UWF-sanctioned event, or 3) a death in the family. Some sort of documentation, and forewarning (if possible) is required. If you have a different reason for taking the makeup (missed the exam due to work, non-hospitalized illness, 21st birthday, etc) you may also take the all-essay make-up. In these cases, however, you will only be eligible to receive 90% of your marked grade. Once exams are returned (by picking them up during my or Stuart’s office hours), no further make-ups will be allowed. 

Make-ups for final exams will only be allowed if you have 1) more than 2 final exams on one day, or 2) you have a direct conflict with another final exam. No exceptions.

Class Attendance: Class attendance is not mandatory. Regular attendance is encouraged so that students will have the ability to 1) complete the incomplete online notes, 2) participate in extra credit activities/demonstrations, and 3) hear/see material that is not included in the textbook but will be included on the exam.


Suggested Readings for Extra Credit: I have attempted to suggest readings that are both significant to experimental psychology and appealing to undergraduate students. At any time prior to each exam, students can opt to write a brief summary on any of the associated suggested readings.  Each paper (2 per exam, max 2 pages) will be given 0-3 points. These points will be added to your exam grade.  Suggested readings can raise your final grade a maximum of 24 points. Further information can be found on page 6 of the syllabus regarding acceptable criteria for the paper.

In-class Extra Credit:  Occasionally, extra credit will be offered during lecture. These opportunities are participation-based and cannot be made-up. If you miss class, even in the event of an excused absence, you cannot earn in-class extra credit points. 

Psychology Research Pool (PRP) Participation: This course is included in the Psychology Research Pool (PRP) at UWF. This means that you will have the opportunity to earn ArgoPoints for extra credit in this class by participating in research activities. These activities are designed to enhance your understanding regarding the use of current psychological research. ArgoPoints are research participation credits that will be translated into extra credit at the end of the semester.  There are 2 options for earning ArgoPoints through the PRP:


Option 1:  Participating in research studies. You can earn ArgoPoints by being a participant in a research study through the PRP. You can find a list of current studies on the PRP webpage at www.uwf.edu/spbs/prp/studies. You may also check the departmental bulletin board located on the 1st floor of the Psychology building (Building 41). You can then select the study that you find interesting and read the sign-up instructions. You will earn 1 ArgoPoint for every hour of participation. These points are rounded up to the next hour. (If the study takes 45 minutes, you will receive 1 ArgoPoint.) Each ArgoPoint is worth 3 extra credit points in this course. You cannot earn more than 9 total extra credit points (or 3 total ArgoPoints) for this course from the PRP.  

· Your Rights & Responsibilities as a Research Participant. The website will provide you with information about what you will be asked to do as a part of each study. During the course of participation, you reserve the right to discontinue your participation at any time without penalty. Should you choose to participate in research, you have a responsibility to show up at your scheduled time and to follow the directions of the researcher to the best of your ability. If you have to cancel an appointment, please do so as early as possible. Each student who fails to attend a scheduled appointment takes the place of a student that could have attended. 
· At the time of research participation, you must indicate that you want the ArgoPoints you earn to be applied to this specific course.  This decision may not be changed at a later date.  Please note that I will not keep track of the ArgoPoints that you apply to this course.  I will not receive this information until the end of the semester.  You are responsible for knowing how many ArgoPoints you have applied to each specific course that offers ArgoPoints.   
· For more about your rights and responsibilities, as well as to learn more about the responsibilities of the researcher, please consult the PRP student website that can be found online at www.uwf.edu/spbs/prp. 

2. Option 2:  Reading Psychological Research. You can also earn ArgoPoints by reading and summarizing empirical journal articles. You can find a list of approved papers on the PRP website at www.uwf.edu/spbs/prp/alternative. To earn credit, you must read one of the articles write a brief paper about the article. Guidelines for the paper may also be found on the PRP website. The guidelines require you to describe the purpose of the study and focus on the role of the participants in the study. After you have read two (2) research articles and submitted a paper for each of the two articles, you will receive one (1) ArgoPoint. The two papers should be submitted together, at the same time, to ensure that you receive credit.  All articles must be turned in by Friday, April 6th, 2012. Be sure that you avoid plagiarism when writing your papers.  If it is determined that you have plagiarized (either intentionally or unintentionally), you will receive no credit for the assignment.  Each student is encouraged to access the plagiarism tutorial offered by the library online at http://library.uwf.edu/Research/OnlineTutorials/Plagiarism so that they may obtain a complete understanding of what constitutes plagiarism.
You may choose to earn ArgoPoints by completing only Option 1, only Option 2, or any combination of both options 1 and 2. Again, the total number of ArgoPoints possible for this course is 3, which translates to 9 possible extra credit points.  Toward the end of the semester after the participation deadline, I will receive a list of the number of ArgoPoints that you have earned for this specific course.  This list will not include the specific studies or writing assignments that you completed to earn the ArgoPoints.  It is your responsibility to keep track of that information.  After receiving this list, I will apply your extra credit to your grade.

There will be no PRP studies available for ArgoPoints after the participation deadline.  If you want to participate in the PRP, be sure to do so before the deadline.  The participation deadline for this semester is 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 13th, 2012.  You may participate in a research study after this deadline, but you may not earn ArgoPoints at that time.  Some studies may offer another small incentive for participation after this deadline, but it will not be ArgoPoints (or extra credit).  You may not carryover ArgoPoints to a new semester.  For additional information about the guidelines for earning ArgoPoints, you are strongly encouraged to review the information on the PRP student website before participating in a research study or completing an article review.  It is your responsibility to be aware of the ArgoPoint guidelines.  If you have any questions about the guidelines, please contact the PRP coordinator at spbsprp@uwf.edu.

Overall Grade Formula:

1) (E1 score + E2 score + E3 score + E4 score + FE score +Suggested Readings + PRP) 

    -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                         (450)

So, for example, Joe received an 86 on Exam 1, a 67 on Exam 2, an 85 on Exam 3, a 75 on Exam 4, and a 48 on the final exam. He also completed some of the suggested readings and received 18 points for doing them. He attended class almost every day and received 5 in-class extra credit points and did 3 PRP studies for 9 extra credit points.
Joe’s grade with extra credit is (86+67+85+75+48+18+3+9)/450  =  .868, or a B+
Joe’s grade without extra credit (86+67+85+75+48)/450 = .802, or a B-.  Extra credit can raise your grade up to a full letter grade!

Grades will not be rounded up. An 89.999 is not an A.

93-100      = A 

90-92.99   = A-

86-89.99   = B+

83-85.99   = B


80-82.99   = B-

76-79.99   = C+


73-75.99  = C

70-72.99  = C-
66-69.99  = D+

60-65.99  = D

< 59.99    = F

University Policy on Academic Misconduct:

The Student Code of Conduct sets forth the rules, regulations and expected behavior of students enrolled at the University of West Florida. Violations of any rules, regulations, or behavioral expectations may result in a charge of violating the Student Code of Conduct. It is the student’s responsibility to read the Student Code of Conduct and conduct themselves accordingly.  You may access the current Student Code of Conduct at http://www.uwf.edu/judicialaffairs. This site also houses the new Academic Misconduct Policy that went into effect on August 27, 2007.
A student who assists in any form of dishonesty is equally as guilty as the student who accepts such assistance. Dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated and will result in an F in the course. No exceptions
Additional Assistance:

Students with a documented disability who require specific examination or course related academic accommodations should contact the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) by e-mail at sdrc@uwf.edu or by phone at (850) 474-2387.

Classroom Conduct:

I expect respect and consideration for both me and your classmates. Do not arrive late. No distractions: cell phones, music, newspapers, etc. I will not hesitate to stop class to address/remove the distraction. If you are not here to listen to lecture, do not be here at all. Repeat offenses will result in dismissal from class with a grade of F.

Computers are allowed for note-taking, but if you choose to use a computer, I can choose where you sit (which is usually right in front of me or the GA!).

Important Dates:


February 6     =  Exam 1 (Covers Chapters 1, 2, 3)

February 29   = Exam 2 (Covers Chapters 4, 5, 6)

March 16        =  Last Day to Withdraw


March 19-23   = Spring Vacation (No Class)

April 2             =  Exam 3 (Covers Chapters 7, 8, 13)


April 25           =  Exam 4 (Covers Chapters 9, 11, 14)


May 2              =  Final Exam (Cumulative from all previous exams)

Rubric for Extra Credit Papers of Suggested Readings

Prior to each exam, 4 readings are suggested on the syllabus. The suggested readings come from Forty Studies That Changed Psychology: Explorations Into the History of Psychological Research by R.R. Hock. For any of the associated readings, a brief summary can be done to earn extra exam points. You can earn a maximum of 6 extra points per exam. The brief summary must be at least one page, but no longer than two pages. You do not need headings.

Do not forget to put your name on it!

For each reading, you MUST have the title of the reading and the reference to the original article in correct APA style.  You will lose .5 points if your reference is not done correctly. Reference the article, not the book.

Your summary will be graded on how well you answer the following questions (each worth .5 pts):

What was the purpose of the study?


How was the study done? Or, What were the methods?


What were the results? Or, what of interest was found?


Why is this reading of interest to experimental psychologists?


Why is this reading of interest to you? 

You can receive a total of three points per paper. You can hand in as many papers as you like, but only a maximum of SIX points will be added to each exam grade. 

To clarify: If you do all four readings for exam one, turn in four papers, and get 3 points on each paper, I will add ONLY 6 points to your exam one score. The remaining points will not transfer to other exams. To get extra credit on a particular exam, you must do one of the suggested readings specific to that exam. No exceptions. 

ADDITIONAL TIPS to get full credit:

You may also lose points if the paper contains many spelling or grammatical errors. 

DO NOT include any “quotes” or paraphrasing of the author’s comments. Read the passage in the book and then answer the above questions in your own words. Anything quoted, but not referenced correctly, will be considered plagiarism. To avoid this, avoid copying any text from the book.
IMPORTANT: As these points go toward your grade, any plagiarism will result in a “0” for the paper, but more importantly a “0” for that exam. In addition, you will be considered in violation of the Student Code of Conduct and your name will be forwarded appropriately. 
	Monday, Jan 9
	Introduction

	Wednesday, Jan 11
	Chapter 1

	Monday, Jan 16
	Martin Luther King Day- No School

	Wednesday, Jan 18
	

	Monday, Jan 23
	Chapter 2

	Wednesday, Jan 25
	

	Monday, Jan 30
	Chapter 3

	Wednesday, Feb 1
	

	Monday, Feb 6
	Exam 1

	Wednesday, Feb 8
	Chapter 4

	Monday, Feb 13
	

	Wednesday, Feb 15
	Chapter 5

	Monday, Feb 20
	

	Wednesday, Feb 22
	Chapter 6

	Monday, Feb 27
	

	Wednesday, Feb 29
	Exam 2

	Monday, Mar 5
	Chapter 7

	Wednesday, Mar 7
	

	Monday, Mar 12
	Chapter 8

	Wednesday, Mar 14
	

	Friday, Mar 16
	Last day to Withdraw

	Monday, Mar 19
	Spring Break- No School

	Wednesday, Mar 21
	Spring Break- No School

	Monday, Mar 26
	Chapter 13

	Wednesday, Mar 28
	

	Monday, Apr 2
	Exam 3

	Wednesday, Apr 4
	Chapter 9

	Monday, Apr 9
	

	Wednesday, Apr 11
	Chapter 11

	Monday, Apr 16
	

	Wednesday, Apr 18
	Chapter 14

	Monday, Apr 23
	

	Wednesday, Apr 25
	Exam 4

	Wednesday, May 2 (8:30!)
	Final Exam


