Advanced Cognitive Psychology

EXP 6506

Spring 2010
MW 2:30-3:45
Building 41, Room 136

Instructor: Dr. Lisa VanWormer
Office:  Building 41, Room 232

Office Hours: T 1-3:00, F 10-12:00, and available by appt.

Email:
lvanwormer@uwf.edu
Text (Required): Anderson, J.R. Cognitive Psychology and its Implications (7th ed.)


The purpose of the textbook is to complement the lectures. Not everything in the lecture will be in the textbook and not everything in the textbook will be in the lecture. Lecture outlines will be available online prior to each class. 

CogLab Access Code (Required): http://coglab.wadsworth.com 

Every student is required to purchase his/her own registration code online for $27.49. Your instructor will provide the Group ID and access password during the introductory day of class. This code will allow you access to an online cognitive laboratory (CogLab) where you will participate in small experiments throughout the semester. These experiments will be the basis of your student presentation.

Catalog Description: Prerequisite: EXP 3082 and EXP 4404 or equivalent courses


Students will develop a broad understanding of current research and theorizing in the various topics of memory and cognition, including attention, memory systems and processes, representation of knowledge, metamemory, language, problem solving, expertise, decision making, and creativity. Emphasis will be placed on current research and theory in human memory cognition. Students will develop an in-depth understanding of a selected topic in cognition and will write a literature review paper discussing current research and theory in this topic. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  Through the completion of this course, the successful student will be able to:
Describe the origins of cognitive psychology

Do a critical analysis of peer-reviewed research articles

Use clear and professional language in written work

Recognize the value of basic and applied cognitive psychology


Explain the information processing approach to cognition


Identify the key characteristics of proposed major memory models


Recognize the biases that occur in judgment and decision making

 
Understand the consequences of cognitive disorders


Evaluate the limitations and misconceptions of memory


Understand the contributions of both participants and researchers to cognition

Create a student-centered presentation utilizing class research

Grade Distribution (in Points): You will be able to access your current class standings online.

 
There are 300 possible points. 


A  =  279+



B-  = 240 - 248


A- = 270 - 278



C+ = 231 - 239 


B+ = 261 - 269


C   = 219 - 230


B   = 249 - 260

Grading:

Class Attendance: Although attendance is not mandatory, you will not fare well in the course if you miss class, as many points are accumulated in-class. Habitual lateness is also not acceptable and you will not be able to receive in-class points on days that you are late. 


Exams: There will be two in-class essay exams each worth 50 points. Any material covered in class may appear on the exam. 


Make-ups will be allowed in the case of 1) a medical problem, 2) participation is a UWF-sanctioned event, or 3) a death in the family. Some sort of documentation, and forewarning (if possible) may be required. 


Online Labs: Over the course of the semester, there will be 12 small online labs assigned. Each lab takes about 10-40 minutes to complete. Each lab is worth 5 points and must be completed by class-time on the due date. A complete schedule of the labs is attached to the syllabus. The labs will not only familiarize you with seminal research in the cognitive domain, but the data from each lab will also be used by you and your classmates in the student presentations. Labs total 60 points.


Student Presentations: Each student is responsible for a 30-minute research presentation. I have chosen the labs to be completed and each student will be responsible for incorporating the class data into a lecture-style presentation. I will give a sample presentation, as well as evaluation criteria as a guideline to your own presentation. Recommendations for presentations will also be available online in the CogLab online manual. Students who choose later dates (such as the last day of class) will be marked on a more difficult scale than students who choose earlier dates (such as the first presentation day).  I will pass out a sign-up sheet during the introductory class period. The presentation is worth 50 points.


Presentation Evaluations: Each student will be expected to critique each presentation fairly. Your instructor will use 10 of the presentations comments as in-class credit. You should receive full credit as long as the comments are thoughtful and relevant. (Hint: “Good” is not thoughtful.) Each evaluation will be worth 4 points for a total of 40 points


Required Readings: There are 5 readings listed at the beginning of the syllabus. There are six class periods that correspond to required reading days. On these days, you will be expected to participate. Each reading is worth 10 points for a total of 50 points.
University Policy on Academic Misconduct:

The Student Code of Conduct sets forth the rules, regulations and expected behavior of students enrolled at the University of West Florida. Violations of any rules, regulations, or behavioral expectations may result in a charge of violating the Student Code of Conduct. It is the student’s responsibility to read the Student Code of Conduct and conduct themselves accordingly.  You may access the current Student Code of Conduct at http://www.uwf.edu/judicialaffairs. This site also houses the new Academic Misconduct Policy that went into effect on August 27, 2007.
A student who assists in any form of dishonesty is equally as guilty as the student who accepts such assistance. Dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated and will result in an F in the course. No exceptions.

Additional Assistance:

Students with a documented disability who require specific examination or course related academic accommodations should contact the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) by e-mail at sdrc@uwf.edu or by phone at (850) 474-2387.

Class Conduct:


I expect respect and consideration for both me and your classmates. No distractions: cell phones, music, newspapers, etc. I will not hesitate to stop class to address/remove the distraction. If you are not here to listen and participate, do not be here at all. Repeat offenses will result in dismissal from class with a grade of F.
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