Explode

What Explode does depends upon whether the currently object, process or class has an existing nest relationship to a child diagram. If it does not, you can create a nested decomposition to a child diagram. If the current object does have an existing nest relationship to a child diagram, you immediately open that diagram, or activate it if it is already open.

The procedure for exploding a symbol with no existing child and creating a lower level nested child diagram is as follows:

Select a Symbol:
1. Click on a process symbol to select it. You can also click with the right button to activate the Object menu.

Select Nest/Explode:
2. Select Nest at the File menu and Explode from the submenu, or pick Explode from the Object menu. The Nest dialog box appears.

Select New or Existing Diagram:
3. You can press either of the buttons in the box:

· Create New. A new diagram is created and becomes the active diagram. When rules are enabled for data flow diagrams, all net input and output data flows will be dragged down to the new diagram.

· Select Existing. This allows you to nest to an already existing diagram. The dialog box expands, showing all diagrams in the branch of the project tree file directly below the current diagram and not already nested. You must select one of these existing diagrams to be the nested child. The selected child diagram is activated, all net input and output data flows are dragged down to the diagram and the nest relationship created.

You must Save the child diagram to permanently establish the nest relationship.

Nesting Considerations


Data Flow Diagrams

Whenever rules are enabled, new data flow diagrams below the top level are normally created using the Nest function. The following considerations also apply to nested diagrams when rules are enabled:

Only process symbols may be exploded into a lower level child diagram when using rules. (Refer to Drawing Symbols for additional information.)

Process numbers are automatically added to processes when using rules. Refer to Process Numbering for additional information on the process numbering scheme.

All data flows attached to the process being exploded are duplicated and displayed on the lower level nested diagram when using rules. That is, all net input and net output data flows are automatically dragged down to the lower level for level-to-level balancing
purposes.

