Internship Paper 2

Interning at the Medical Examiner’s Office at the Sacred Heart Hospital in
Pensacola, F1 has definitely been an eye opening experience. | have been given the
opportunity to assist the Medical Examiner and the investigators as they uncover the
criminal deaths of many people all over the panhandle. The district one Medical
Examiner’s jurisdiction falls over cases from counties such as Walton, Okaloosa, Santa
Rosa, and Escambia. The home office is based out of our satellite office in Fort Walton
Beach, Fl where Jeff Martin resides as director of operations. During my three month
internship | have been given the opportunity to participate in cases and investigations
involving each manner of death as it was previously described to me in my Forensic
Anthropology course taken earlier in my criminal justice career. The manners of death we
use to identify our case files at the Medical Examiner’s Office include accidental,
homicide, suicide, natural, and undetermined. Although, each of the manners are equally
important it is not very often that the Medical Examiner’s office accepts cases involving
natural deaths. The case scenario applied when natural deaths are analyzed only extends
to natural disasters such as hurricanes. The Medical Examiner’s Office investigates all
deaths spanning through a hurricane for FEMA and natural resource purposes. Luckily, I
was able to evaluate many of the hurricane deaths following Ivan as many of them were
coming to a close at the start of my internship. Also, since hurricane season came to a
head in mid July | was able to participate in the hurricane files created from Dennis.

Although, many people think of the morgue as a home base for drama series such
as CSI the morgue is a lot less glamorous as it is portrayed on television. The first time |
viewed a dead body was prior to my internship experience while visiting my supervisor

Karen Harvell. The Florida Removal Service just happened to drop by with a possible
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overdose, so | had the opportunity to participate in the log- in procedure. Since the
Forensic Pathologist (Medical Examiner) is one of the first people to evaluate the body it
is preserved in a zip-up postmortem bag for transportation purposes directly from the
crime scene. The overdose seemed unreal, but I kept my composure to avoid
embarrassment in the eyes of my peers. At first | was uneasy, but | learned to internalize
and take baby steps toward the more gruesome jobs performed at the morgue. The log-in
process includes the proper evaluation of the body and the first glance analysis of
evidence and clothing as they are logged into the chain of custody as an evidentiary
procedure. The chain of custody can later be used during the trial court procedure if
needed by the State Attorney’s office. This was a piece of cake compared to what 1 would
be doing during the remaining months.

At the start of my internship my main position was to organize and file old
Medical Examiner files in order for them to be microfilmed late this year. However, as
my internship began to progress my job description started to include activities other than
paperwork. My position and things I learned while working at the morgue include
assisting during autopsies, handling and centrifuging blood specimens, sending out and
entering blood specimens for toxicology screening, tissue buckets, photographs and
paperwork. Assisting Dr. Minyard during autopsies allowed me to learn the proper set-
up and photograph procedure. Each morning before the autopsies begin the investigators
photograph each body fully-clothed (4 photos) and undressed (4 photos) for each file. In
order for an autopsy to begin proper tools must be set up such as knives, tissue cassettes
and buckets, a circular saw, and plenty of syringes for blood, urine, and vitreous humor.

While handling and centrifuging blood I have the responsibility of taking the weight of






