Santa Rosa Sheriff's Department Internship

| interned at the Santa Rosa Sheriff's Department. I did not stay in one particular department
there, they had me floating around. 1 usually spent one to two weeks in each department, and each
“week” was two eight hour days. I thoroughly enjoyed my internship, and I believe I learned quite a
bit.

I learned something new in each department I went to. In training, I learned a lot about the
certificates and how much schooling is involved with working for the Sheriff's Department. I had not
expected them to spend so much time in different classes. 1 had not really expected a division like
Crime Prevention would exist. I had never really thought about who taught the classes in schools
around the county before. I had also not expected something like Victim's Advocates to exist. When
looking through their files, it seems that they deal mostly with children, as does their office. They
collect stuffed animals and give them to children at scenes where Domestic Violence has taken place,
or in cases where the child has been neglected. They do deal with adults as well, but it seems that since
most adults are more stable than children, they do not need the attention of the department as much
after an incident. The main thing they seem to need is shelter or phone numbers of places and people
that can help.

In court security, 1 learned exactly what a Bailiff does. 1 also spent a bit of time with the men
guarding the doors to the courthouse, so I got to see the x-rays taken of people's belongings and
observe the procedure followed when people set off the metal detector. I also learned more about
people as a whole. I watched and saw what effect the criminal justice system has on the families of
those involved with it, in the children's parents, the defendant's family. I also got a chance to speak with
Deputy Buddy Ulm, who has worked in just about every department at the Sheriff's Department. Even
a short conversation with him was extremely educational.

In crime scene I learned a lot about fingerprints from talking to Mr. Willis. I learned about

human bodies from the autopsies. I learned about Mr. Ferguson's experiences. In evidence I learned



how things are stored, and [ got to see the evidence freezers. [ also got to read through the evidence log
that was kept and it had the type of crime and the type of evidence submitted, so that was educational,
as well.

In patrol, I think T had the most of my prior assumptions proven wrong. I believed that they
were only out on calls, and when they were not that they were running radar. I did not think they just
drove around so much. | also did not think that they called deputies back to the station as much as they
do. Since there is not a deputy at the district 4 office all the time, they have to call one out of the field
whenever someone comes in to file a report or to make a complaint. Also, there were quite a few times
when Deputy Kahalley had to sit and call several citizens about complaints and about problems. 1 had
expected that all business was carried out face to face, not over the phone. 1 did not get to use it myself,
but I closely observed use of the software used in the patrol cars to send out information on calls, and
to look up information on suspects and victims. I learned how to put together a witness statement,
which was definitely a task 1 did not believe I would be given until a later date. From being in Records,
I learned more or less what is in them, but 1 always expected that an officer would write it if the witness
did not, and not that they would allow an intern to do something that could be that important. I had
halfway expected to be able to go to more crime scenes, and I had expected the crime scenes I did go to
to be more formal. Instead, it was a fairly laid back atmosphere.

While in property crimes, 1 got my first real look at video camera surveillance photographs, and
the software that is used to look at them. Detective Blow had no special software, just regular photo
programs. I thought there would be a better way to blow the photo up than zooming in. That is
something that I actually did for him, because he is not very good with computers and | occasionally
play with images on the computer, and edit and manipulate them. I taught him how to make images
larger, but the program would not automatically sharpen them.

Major crimes was definitely different. I had not known that there are actually officers on the

Internet posing as young girls to try to get pedophiles to meet them. I'd heard about things such as that,






