The Pensacola Police Department is made up of many different departments. For my
internship I worked in the following: Property Management, Investigations, Dispatch,
Tactical Unit, DUIL Day and Evening Patrol, and the K-9 Unit. The Police Department
also has a SWAT Team, a Dive Team, a Crime Scene Unit, a Records Department, a
Crime Intervention Department, and Vice.

On my first day [ worked in Property Management. Property Management is
responsible for issuing the police officers their uniforms, guns, and other supplies the
officer may need. Property Management also works along side the Crime Scene Unit.
When Crime Scene gathers evidence, Property Management has to record all the
evidence on file and store the evidence when Crime Scene is done with it. Property
Management also deals with the public. If an individual’s vehicle had been stolen or was
involved in a crime, the found vehicle after being checked by Crime Scene, will be
impounded. The individual has to go through Property Management to get their vehicle
returned to them.

The second department I worked in was Investigations. Investigations Department
was a very interesting department. The week I was with them the Investigators were
working on a lot of burglaries and check frauds. One Investigator I worked with was
Keith DeWise. He had several different cases he had been worﬁng on. One of the cases
he was working on was a check fraud case. A girl had a stolen checkbook and had been
writing bad checks. Investigator DeWise and I went to the County Jail and talked to her.

On the way to the jail, Investigator DeWise said the only reason she was caught was



because she wrote two checks back to back. On the first check she wrote the name of the
woman that was printed on the check, but on the second check she wrote her own name.

Investigator Dewise was telling me about some of the other cases he had worked on.
He said that some cases would bother a person more than others. One of the hardest
cases he worked on was a guy molesting a baby. He said that case was unreal. He had to
act like this guys best friend to gain the guys trust so he would confess to him.
Investigator DeWise said when he received the case he had to take a couple of hours to
calm himself down and get mentally prepared before he talked to the guy for the first
time.

The third department I worked in was Dispatch. Dispatch was an interesting
department. Dispatch receives all the 911 and non-emergency calls, and also dispatches
the calls to the officers working. The dispatch department has eight terminals. Seven
terminals are for the police department and the eighth is for the fire department.

The forth department I worked in was the Tactical Unit or TAC for short, Ireally and
truly enjoyed this department. The officers working in the TAC Unit are plain clothed
officers. They work in jeans and tee shirts. They are different than the undercover
officers who work in Vice, because they have to identify themselves.

On the first night I rode with Steve and Pearce. We drove around looking for anything
that may have seemed suspicious. While doing so they saw a suspect they had been
looking for. Ironically the suspect was involved in a case I had worked on when I was
interning in Crime Scene a month earlier. When we drove past the guy we didn’t make it
obvious that we saw him. Steve drove past and we pulled off one block over and called

for back up. When the patrol met up with us we went back to the house where the



suspect had been. I was told to stay in the car, and they went out to the house. Steve
stood by the back door and Pearce went to the front. The dad said the suspect was not
there and would not talk to Pearce. The Sergeant was called and came out to the house.
He talked to the dad, and the dad said that the suspect knew the officers had drove by and
left.

Steve and Pearce had also been working on a check fraud case. That night we went to
the County Jail where one of the suspects was being held. The suspect stated some of the
hotels they had been staying at and some that the remaining suspects might be staying at.
After Steve and Pearce talked to the suspect, we went driving around to the hotels with
pictures of the other suspects, looking to see if they were there. We had no luck.

The following night I was riding along with Pearce. He had been working on a
burglary case and the same night of the burglary the suspect’s car was reported as stolen.
Pearce wanted to get the suspect before he took off. He first called his house and asked
for the suspect by name. The suspect’s mother said he did not live there and Pearce had
the wrong number. Pearce waited about twenty minutes and called back. This time he
said who he was and told the mother that he had found the suspects car and had it in the
Crime Scene garage.

The mother said she would go get him. The suspect got on the phone and said he
needed to find a ride up to the station to get his car. He said he would be up there in an
hour or so. We waited and waited and waited. Pearce said that he was tired of waiting
and was going to go to the house. As we got off the elevator and out in the lobby the
suspect and his family come walking in. Pearce and Steve both walk up to the suspect

and hand cuffed him right there. The rest of the night Pearce and Steve questioned him






