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Internship at the Sheriff’s Office Summer 2006

Introduction

Interning at the Escambia County Sheriff’s Office has been a rewarding
experience. [ have gain insight into many aspects of the agency. I have also seen how the
agency works with other Florida and county agencies. This includes FDLE (Florida
Department of Law Enforcement), Florida Body Removal Services, Escambia County
Fire Department, and the Health Department. In addition, I learned that the Sheriff's
Office not only provides protection but also plays a huge role in helping individuals
during times of disaster; such as hurricanes. My job at the agency was as an intern for
crime scene and financial investigations.

Skills Used and Acquired

There were a number of skills that I utilized during my employment with the
agency. My general knowledge with computers and Microsoft Office helped me with a
lot of the tasks assigned in financial investigations. Some of the tasks were simple data
entry into a constructed Excel spreadsheet, but there were times when I had to create a
spreadsheet from scratch. Also, critical thinking skills were a great asset. There were
times [ had to work with many documents and crime reports and attempt to reconstruct
what happened. [ was given access to the crime database to check on prior offenses of
suspects in an attempt to build a case on them. I was also given access to the evidence
database and I used it to see what type of evidence we had on suspects. [ had to research

many aspects of a crime in order to make a case on a suspect and find proof beyond a
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reasonable doubt. Finally, my time management and communication skills were a great
help because I had to relay my tasks with the detectives.

I was also able to acquire many new skills during my employment at the Sheriff’s
Office. There were many tasks and training that I had undergone in the department’s
crime lab. First, I learned how to process latent fingerprints with chemicals such as
ninhydrin, superglue, and MBD. I also learned which chemical to use for each situation.
Some of the latent processing with chemicals required additional steps. For instance,
applying powder or using the crime scope to detect latent fingerprints.

The second thing that I learned in the crime lab was how to process evidence such
as DNA swabs and drugs. I learned that there are a certain amount of DNA swabs that
need to be conducted for each item or individual. These swabs are sent to the FDLE lab
for processing. In regards to drugs, there is a certain way that they need to be packaged.
The important thing that I learned about drugs that are brought in is that you never say
that it is drugs for sure. For example, you always say green leafy substance for marijuana
when you are writing your worksheet. Then you test it and say whether it tested positive
or not.

Finally, I learned how the department conducts their chain of custody for
evidence. Every time evidence changes hands there is a special procedure that they use.
In addition, individuals have to be logged in and out of the evidence locker. I had to do
this once so I could copy documents for the state attorney.

Assisnments Conducted and Benefits Derived
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There were many assignments that [ completed with both crime scene and
financial investigations. Each section was unique and the types of assignments greatly
differed. Crime scene was more action orientated and financial investigations consisted of
lots of paperwork and case research. One thing interesting about crime scene was that
also included the latent fingerprint examiners and I spent some time with them also. They
use AFIS (Automated Fingerprint Identification System) and EFTS (Electronic
Fingerprint Transmission Specification) to match fingerprints to suspects. Working in
both areas were beneficial because I was able to see two aspects of criminal
investigations. These were: 1) the processing of evidence and 2) and building a case. In
addition, I was able to see the relationship between the crime scene investigators and
detectives.

In crime scene I was able to work in the crime lab, study with the latent
fingerprint examiners, and go out into the field with crime scene technicians. The best
part was going out on calls that required crime scene. I've gone to many burglaries and
seen how the crime scene is actually processed. I even dusted for fingerprints at several
crime scenes. In addition, [ was also able to see death investigations and autopsies. The
autopsies were interesting but also shocking and it is amazing what the medical
examiners do to the postmortem bodies. Another interesting thing is watching the
partnership between the Medical Examiner’s Office, Florida Body Removal Service, and

Crime Scene.
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