I came into the internship with Juvenile Probation with a minimal knowledge of
the Department of Juvenile Justice and Juvenile Probation Officers. I had an illusion of a
gold star, gun, and random home visits. The gold star and random home visits proved
true, but there is so much more. Juvenile probation officers otherwise known as JPO’s
have a tremendous amount of responsibilities and duties. The goal of the Department of
Juvenile Justice is “to protect the public by reducing juvenile crime and delinquency™.
The goal of the DJJ can only be accomplished if the JPO’s are able to complete their
duties and responsibilities. One of the main duties of a JPO in which 1 was able to
participate, is to collect the sanctions a judge has requested in a court order. The court
order may include that the juvenile must pay restitution to the vicim, do community
service at a non profit organization, pay court fees, abide to a curfew, persue an
education, provide clean urinalysis, attend counseling, have no contact with victims, or
co-offenders, and other orders that may benefit the youth and protect the community. In
order to be successfully terminated from probation the juvenile must complete all of these
sanctions and abide by the orders. It is the goal of the probationer, as well as the
probation officer to successfully terminate juveniles from their caseloads.

The main responsibilities of a Juvenile probation officer are to enforcer the law
and collect the sanctions of the court. They not only enforce the court orders, but they
also help the youth and his/her family to accomplish those orders. In cases in which the
youth does not abide to the court order in which they abscond, do not pay restitution or
community service, commit a new law violation, or test positive for drugs or alcohol, the
probation officer has the discretion to violate the juvenile. Some juveniles are placed on

home detention in which they are restricted from going anywhere except where the judge



has allowed. For example, a judge may allow the youth to attend only school or church. 1
was able to ride along on a few field visits to be sure the juvenile probationer was in the
restricted area and no drugs or alcohol were present. | learned the policies and procedures
for entering the area of a probationer in a safe manner. | was also able to attend PAT
training in which I was taught ways to protect myself from a violent youth or family
member without casing serious harm to them. Probation officers will also keep in contact
with the school trough an online system that gives them information on attendance,
suspensions, and any referrals. We contacted teachers directly and went on school visits
to learn the progress of the youth and his’'her behavior. I visited alternative schools such
as AV Clubbs, EBMI, and Ruiby Gainer to meet with youths. EBMI stands for Escambia
Bay Marine Institute, it is designed for youths that have behavioral problems and are
behind in the education system. EBMI uses a military style instruction and allows youths
to graduate with a GED at the age of sixteen. It was very beneficial to meet the staff and
see how the school helped the youths. I am positive in my career path I will be in contact
with EBMI and their staff to place youths in their program. During school and office
visits, we drug tested the juveniles randomly to ensure that they were not using
substances. To my surprise over half of the youths were testing positive for THC and
Cocaine. The youths usually were responding that they only used THC, so it was
apparent that the weed is being laced with other drugs. I found it very discouraging the
young age of the juveniles testing positive for drugs and admitting to sexual interaction.
Many of these youth’s are elementary and middle school age. It is very scary and
depressing. It was very difficult not to get emotionally involved with the youth’s
situations. I did not learn to necessarily be emotionally withdrawn, but to leave the work






