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Bureau of Financial Investigation

Internship placements usually consist of students answering phones, making
copies, and collecting trash. However, when interviewing for the placement position at
the Bureau of Financial Investigation (BFI), Jeff Gulsby, Area Financial Manager (AFI).
assured me interns under his supervision do the same work as the investigators. AFI
Gulsby stated that I would analyze financial documents (i.e. bank statements and tax
returns), participate in field interviews of witnesses, victims, and suspects, serve
subpoenas, and attend trials. Having an academic background in accounting, having
worked for a public accounting firm, and being a graduate of the Criminal Justice
program at the University of West Florida, [ was extremely excited to have such an
opportunity. Discussed will be my experiences with BFL specifically the skills used and
acquired, the benefits of the internship placement as it relates to future employment, and
my advice to future students seeking placement as an intern at the BFL. Also examined
will be the cases in which I assisted the other investigators. However, it should be noted
that I can only give broad overviews of each case since some of the cases are still under
investigation, pending trial, and/or information about some of the cases cannot be
disclosed pursuant to Rule 6(e)(3)(B), the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

Skill Used and Acquired

Upon entering the BFI (22 August 2005), [ immediately started working on my
first case under the supervision of Investigator James Strickland. The target in this case
violated Florida Statute 517 (Securities and Investor Protection Act) and Florida Statute
812 (Theft). The target received investments from the victim in order to purchase

property to start a business to which the victim would receive a percentage of the profit.
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Instead of investing the money into the agreed-upon property, the target transferred the
funds out of the investment account and filtered the money into various personal
accounts. Along with Investigator Strickland, I analyzed the target’s financial
information, specifically bank statements, in order to track the misappropriated funds.
We analyzed all the deposits and withdrawals of six different bank accounts and
discovered that the target misappropriated over $150,000 of the victim’s money.

Under the supervision of Senior Financial Investigator (SFI) Jo Robichaud, I
began working on my second case. The target in this case owns a local car dealership.
Legally, the target has to disclose all the information about a car being sold to the
consumer. Instead. the target misrepresented the condition of the cars he sold. Some of
the vehicles he sold were previously damaged (i.e. wrecked, had engine replacements,
had major electrical problems, etc.). Additionally, some of the vehicles the target sold
did not have consistent serial numbers. As such, the target is in violation of Florida
Statute 520 (Retail Installment Sales). To date, this case has over 160 victims and
witnesses.

Along with SFI Robichaud, I helped set up case files for each victim. This task
reintforced the importance of documentation. A case file is made for each victim. Each
file is labeled with the victim’s name, the case IV number (identification number). and
contains all the information about the victim within the file. Currently, I am assisting SFI
Robichaud with contacting each victim in order to set up a field interview to gather
evidence to corroborate the allegations. This case is still under investigation.

I also worked under the supervision of SFI Robichaud in my third case. a
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federal investigation. SFI Robichaud and I worked in conjunction with Special Agent
Steve Harker of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Grady Carpenter, a deputy
with the Okaloosa Sheriff Department, and Michelle Heldmeyer, a prosecutor for the
U.S. Department of Justice. My involvement in this case began during the latter stage of
an investigation, the trial. This case involved two targets and two victims. The targets
violated Florida Statutes 517 (Securities and Investor Protection Act), 812 (Theft), 817
(Fraudulent Practices), 895 (Racketeering), and 896 (Offenses Related to Financial
Transactions). The targets received over 10 million dollars of investment capital
promising they would use the money to purchase land the military needed to conduct
various operations. Once the land was purchased, the targets stated that the military
would then trade prime beachtront property in exchange for the property the targets
purchased. The victims, under the assumption that the targets would use the money in
order to perpetuate the land swap deal with the military, understood the monetary return
on such a deal would be extensive, since both victims could begin to develop the
property. However, the targets spent over 75% of the invested money on personal items
rather then to purchase the agreed-upon property.

Most of my time at the BFI was dedicated to working this case. Before I could
begin working on this case, [ had to sign a certification placing me on the 6 (e) list. 1
reviewed the bank records of both targets, made tflow charts in Excel, which tracked the
misappropriated funds, to be used as visual aids for the jury in court, and located and
labeled evidence seized during the execution of a search warrant. Along with SFI1
Robichaud, I served Federal Subpoenas, helped schedule and attended pre-trial

conferences with witnesses testifying for the prosecution. Additionally, I helped label






