Juvenile delinquents are four times more likely to be from homes where it occurs. It is
present in over 40% of child fatalities. It is responsible for the deaths of hundreds of law
enforcement officers. and in 1996, it was responsible for 14,000 assaults against police officers
(http://www.nleomf com/News/Lineof Duty/domestic.htm). It is about power and control. It is
domestic violence. The Florida Statute 741.28 (2001) defines domestic violence as follows:

As any assault, aggravated assault, battery, aggravated battery, sexual assault, sexual

battery. stalking, aggravated stalking, kidnapping, false imprisonment, or any criminal

offense resulting in physical injury or death of one family or household member by
another. A family or household member means spouses, former spouses, persons

related by blood or marriage, persons who are presently residing together as if a

family, and persons who are parents of a child in common regardless of whether they

have been married. With the exception of persons who have a child in common, the

family or household members must be currently residing or have in the past resided
together in the same single dwelling unit.

There is protection for victims of domestic violence or those who feel they are in
imminent danger of becoming a victim of domestic violence. The victim may request the court
for protection against domestic violence. The victim is called the petitioner. The person from
whom the petitioner wants protection is called the respondent. The process begins with the
petitioner completing a petition for injunction for protection against domestic violence. The
completed petition is given to the clerk of the court who in turn gives it to a judge for approval or
denial. Ifthe petition is approved, a temporary injunction for protection is issued without notice
to the respondent. A copy of the petition and temporary injunction are then given to a law

enforcement officer to serve on the respondent. The temporary injunction takes effect



immediately following the service on the respondent. The temporary injunction is valid until a
full evidentiary hearing or for a period of 15 days, whichever comes first. The temporary
injunction is issued ex parte, which means the judge only considered the evidence provided by
the petitioner. When the temporary injunction is granted a date is given for a full evidentiary
hearing. At this hearing, both the petitioner and respondent will state the facts as they relate to
the case. Each side may also present witnesses to corroborate their testimony. After the hearing,
the judge may decide to dismiss the temporary injunction or grant a final injunction which may
last indefinitely or only for a specified time period. If the final injunction is granted. issues such
as temporary child support, temporary custody of children, and temporary possession of the
house may be decided if there is not a pending dissolution of marriage case between the
petitioner and respondent. The temporary injunction may be dismissed for the following
reasons: petitioner’s failure to appear, petitioner wishes to dismiss the petition voluntarily, or
there 15 insufficient evidence to support the issuance of a final judgment. In some cases a
temporary petition is denied, but the petitioner is granted a hearing in which the judge will
inquire as to whether the petitioner would like to amend the petition. Amending the petition may
consist of the addition of more domestic violence acts since the petition was entered. Ifthe
amended petition has sufficient evidence for the judge to grant a temporary injunction, the
petitioner and respondent will return to court for a full evidentiary hearing.

The following information is needed to complete a petition for injunction for protection
against domestic violence: petitioner’s name, current address, telephone number, respondent’s
name, current address, telephone number, relationship between petitioner and respondent, length
of relationship. physical description of respondent, aliases or nicknames of respondent,

respondent’s employment address and telephone number, present or prior court cases between






