
This Fall, we chose nine extraordinary Honors students to join the UWF Honors 
Council. Theyõve hardly been on Council for a month, but theyõve already proven 
to be a group of volunteering, dedicated kids, who seem ready and willing to help 
out at any given Honors event. 
 
We went on our annual Fall Retreat during the first weekend in October. Honors 
Council members bonded over trust falls, jello-filled balloons, melted gummi bears, 
extreme hide-and-seek, explosive soda cans, pterodactyls, and an infamous 12-foot 
wall for two fabulous days at Adventures Unlimited. Split into teams according to 
their personality types, the new members found themselves fitting right in with 

the older members, which bodes quite well for the rest of the academic year. 
 
There was also a handful of students who ran for Honors Council this semester, but didnõt make it on this time 
around. I would encourage these students (and any who wish to be a part of the Honors Council) to run again 
in the Spring semester. Youõve each got something to contribute to this organization, and we donõt want to 
miss out on what youõve got to offer. 
 
As President of the UWF Honors Council this year, I would like to express how very pleased I am with not 
only the newest Council members, but with the Freshman class as a whole. I have had a chance to work with 
many of the current Great Books students this semester, and if my experience with these students is any indi-
cation, the University Honors Program is certainly on an uphill climb. 
 
Thank you all for taking an active interest in Honors at UWF. We have lots of exciting opportunities coming 
up for the members of the University Honors Program, in-
cluding the annual Halloween Party, the opportunity to at-
tend the Florida Collegiate Honors Council Conference, our 
first ever Cultural Experience (Kick-off!) to Mobile, AL, Make
-a-Difference Day, and much, much more!  Please, stay tuned 
to the Honors website, check your e-mail frequently, and try 
to attend Honors Council meetings to remain informed of 
upcoming Honors opportunities. 
 
Hereõs hoping youõre as excited for the rest of this year as I 
am! 
 
Love, 
Christine Thomas 
cmt27@students.uwf.edu 
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Who Will You Vote For?  

By Rebecca Barnhart 
November 4th will be here before we know it. Unfortunately, many Americans have yet 

to be informed upon the two candidatesô major views. The chasm between the candidatesô 

views can be seen most significantly on the issues of the Iraq war and the suffering economy. 

These two men are as different as they can be, but this election could be a close one. No mat-

ter the outcome, this election will change history. Have you made your decision yet? 

Barack Obama 

SenatorðIllinois  

Democrat 

http://www.barackobama.com/ 

Barack Obama, the 2008 Democratic presidential candidate, is from Illinois. A 
graduate of Harvard Law School, he formerly organized communities in his hometown 
state. After serving in the Illinois Senate for three terms he successfully ran in 2004 
for the U.S. Senate. Obama has been a long-time opponent of Bushôs policies. Desir-
ing instead a more progressive tax system, if elected, this candidate would enact tax 
cuts in the billions. Opposing the war in Iraq, he promises to remove U.S. troops 
within sixteen months of taking office. Nuclear weapons should be eliminated entirely, 
he believes, and that problems in the Middle East can be solved with diplomatic dia-
logue. Barack Obama supports the idea of universal health coverage for those Ameri-
cans without insurance, though only requiring it for children. Obama favors the legaliza-
tion of abortion, believing women have the right to choose for themselves. While not 
a proponent of same-sex marriage, Obama does support the idea of civil unions and 
will not oppose any state that does enact gay marriage. Obama does not support the 
legalization of marijuana, however, supports itsô use medicinally. Joe Biden of Pennsyl-
vania is Obamaôs running mate, a former Presidential candidate himself. 
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Why should you vote?  

Voting is a very important part of the American life. By vot-
ing, you are helping decide who will make important deci-
sions for our country over the next four years. You must be 
18 years of ago to vote, so all honors students are encour-
aged to vote. Do not let yourself be one of the ones who 
are not heard this November. Not only are you helping 
choose our nationôs leader, but you are also helping make 
decisions in your state and county you are registered in. So 
go out and vote!  

John McCain 

SenatorðArizona  

Republican 

http://www.johnmccain.com/ 

John McCain is the senior U.S. Senator from Arizona. His involvement in politics 

started in the early 80s when he was elected to the House of Representatives. McCain 

has served four terms in the U.S. Senate, where he has made campaign finance reform one 

of his major concerns. This Republican Presidential candidate provides a stark contrast to 

Obama in that he would like to keep many of President Bushôs current policies. While cut-

ting corporate tax rates, McCain would like to continue to keep taxes on the wealthy 

light. A pro-life supporter, McCain believes life should continue once past the point of 

conception. Sharing a common view with his competitor, McCain supports civil unions, but 

not same-sex marriage. Opposing universal health care, he has discussed an open market 

insurance program where Americans can choose from competing policies. As a former Viet-

nam POW, McCain is a strong supporter of the Iraqi war, believing our troops can be 

pulled out by 2013. He would like the U.S. troops to continue the fight until it has been 

won. As a surprise choice, McCainôs vice-presidential candidate is the Alaskan governor, 

Sarah Palin, who would become the nationôs first female vice-president, if elected. 
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Poetry and Miscellaneous Info 
The Fathers of Normandy 
by John E. Stone 

You sleep cozy in your bed tonight,  
Oh sweet child of mine,  
Not a worry in your soul,  
Innocent, for age keeps you blind. 

In the morning I will leave,  
For duty calls me away,  
To fight in this God-damned war,  
To protect you this very day. 

Under shells and mortar fire I risk,  
Life and mind and limbs,  
As the men in Washington,  
Trade their lions for their lambs. 

If you grow not to know me,  
Know that I died brave,  
Know, too, I lived an honorable life,  
And that angels smile on my grave. 

And if Iôm a survivor of the invasion,  
One of the few to have returned,  
Know I may be distant from what Iôve 
seen,  
And the bodies I myself have burned. 

No matter how I come back,  
Even if itôs my shield I am on,  
Just remember these five little words,  
Iôve always loved you, son. 

Honors student, Mai Naito, will be conducting a survey for her 
honors thesis. It will be on November 3rd in room 101 of build-
ing 58A. The survey will be available from 6-8PM and will only 
take about five minutes to complete. Refreshments will be pro-
vided, so come out and help a fellow honors student! For ques-
tions, you can contact Mai Naito at men7@students.uwf.edu. 

An opportunity has arisen for Honors students to be involved in 
a unique project in the coming months (November to January). 
An event will be held in January to benefit UWF Honors pro-
gram and a charity. This is an opportunity to make a differ-
ence in the school and the community by collaborating with a 
charity to raise money both to help that charity and to benefit 
the UWF Honors Program. Applicants should be willing to de-
vote a couple hours a week to meet and plan this event. They 
should be able to communicate with others both from the uni-
versity and the Pensacola community. Anyone interested 
should contact Deborah Barkley with your name, contact info 
and a brief explanation of why you would like to be involved 
with this project. 
University of South Alabama will be hosting òAn Evening with 
Death,ó a one man performance by Doug Bradley. It will take 
place on October 30th at 7PM in the USA Student Center Ball-
room. The event is free. USA Honors program will be sponsor-
ing the event. They are UWFõs sister Honors program. 

mailto:men7@students.uwf.edu
mailto:dab36@students.uwf.edu
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3
rd

 Annual Halo 3 Tournament  
City -wide tournament, all players are invited!  

 

Saturday November 22, 2008  
 

Registration  11:00am-12pm 

Tournament  12:00pm-10:00pm 

 

University of West Florida Commons Auditorium  

 

Cost  (single elimination):  

$5 Single (1)  

$20 Team (4) 

 

For registration, rules, or more information, email 
dab36@students.uwf.edu  

 

Bring your own controllers!  

Play to win a CASH PRIZE and other awe-
some prizes!  

Free play between games! Guitar Hero, Smash, Wii 
Sports and more!  

 

Sponsored by UWF Honors Program  

mailto:dab36@students.uwf.edu
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Upcoming Events 
Mobile, AL: Cultural Experience Kick-off 
Contact: Christine Thomas. 
Date: Friday, November 7 - Saturday, November 8. 
Time: 9:00AM. 
Location: Pace Hall, carpooling to Mobile, AL. 
Council Event: N/A. 
Mentor Event: N/A. 

Open House 
Contact: Melody Tarro. 
Date: Saturday, November 15. 
Time: 10:30 AM. 
Location: UC Breezeway. 
Council Event: Miscellaneous. 
Mentor Event: N/A. 

Honors Council Meeting 
Contact: Christine Thomas. 
Date: Thursday, November 20. 
Time: 6:00 PM. 
Location: The Nautilus Chamber. 
Council Event: Mandatory. 
Mentor Event: N/A. 

FCHC Proposals Due 
Contact: Jennifer Phillips. 
Date: Friday, November 21. 
Time: 5:00 PM. 
Location: The Honors Office. 
Council Event: N/A. 
Mentor Event: N/A. 

Honors Halloween Party 
Contact: Ashley Armbruster. 
Date: Friday, October 31. 
Time: 7:00. 
Location: UC Auditorium. 
Council Event: Social. 
Mentor Event: Yes! 

Rocky Horror Prop Bag Sales 
Contact: Christine Thomas. 
Date: Friday, October 31. 
Time: 11:00 PM. 
Location: The Silver Screen. 
Council Event: Fundraising. 
Mentor Event: Yes! 

Adopt-a-Highway 
Contact: Chelsea Pitvorec. 
Date: Saturday, November 8. 
Time: 10:00 AM. 
Location: UC Great Hall, carpooling to Hardees. 
Council Event: Service. 
Mentor Event: Yes! 

Relay for Life Car Wash 
Contact: Anne Swisshelm. 
Date: Sunday, November 9. 
Time: 9:00 AM. 
Location: TBA. 
Council Event: N/A. 
Mentor Event: Yes! 
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Finding our Past in New Places:  

Lessons from Studying Abroad in Florence, Italy  
Written by J. David Alvis 

Among the distinctive features of an Honors program, none seem to stand out in my experience more than the opportunity for both 
faculty and students alike to explore uncharted terrain.  Most Honors programs pride themselves on their unique course selection and many of 
their students are noticeably distinguished from other peers by their openness to the study of new ideas, new approaches to a discipline, and new 
cultures.   Many Honors students know something about topics as diverse as Buddhist spirituality, environmental ethics in the Congo, Cinema 
Verite, and a host of subjects that remain unknown to those outside of Honors.  The intellectual adventurousness of Honors, consequently, re-
deems learning in college environments where professionalism threatens to suffocate education.  Yet, while there is certainly much to be said on 
behalf of the love of the new and the obscure, and much that we as faculty gain from the willingness of honors students to explore subjects that 
are outside of their standard curriculum of study, this trend, in my opinion, fails to appreciate important elements of what is old and familiar to 
�F�R�O�O�H�J�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������,�I���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�P���I�R�U���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���E�H���W�D�S�S�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H�[�R�W�L�F���R�U���U�H�P�R�W�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�Ws, Honors students 
may find the world that they will eventually inhabit more insipid and intellectually unfulfilling than it will be to their peers.   
 Fortunately, the Honors program here at the University of West Florida has successfully found a way to keep a little of the traditional 
�Z�K�H�U�H���P�D�Q�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���K�D�Y�H���V�L�P�S�O�\���R�S�W�H�G���I�R�U���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�Q�J���F�R�X�U�V�H�V���D�Q�G���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���W�U�H�Q�G�\���������´�*�U�H�D�W���%�R�R�N�V�µ���L�V���D�P�R�Q�J���R�Q�H���R�I��our programs 
most distinguished curricular features because it preserves the richest literary and philosophical investigations offered by the intellectual heri-
tage of the Western Tradition.  As a political scientist, I am unaware of any literature in public law that compares with the Oresteia or anything in 
�W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���R�I���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�V���W�R���7�K�X�F�\�G�L�G�H�V�·��History of the Peloponnesian War.   
 Like the course in Great Books, a study abroad course also offers an opportunity in Honors to appreciate the wealth of ideas contained 
within this traditional body of thought.  A course abroad provides the unique opportunity to combine two critical features of education.  In the 
spirit of diversity, the experience of a different geographical location with its different manners and customs detaches us from our unconscious 
dependence on the familiar thereby promoting a certain degree of self-reflection.  At the same time, a serious program of study, which compels 
us to engage our intellectual past and to reflect on the unity or disharmony among the elements of our education, provides the opportunity to 
better understand ourselves in terms of our common philosophical heritage. 
 One of my most cherished experiences in working with the Honors program at the University of West Florida has been the opportunity 
to have taught courses in Florence, Italy.  The class was conducted over a three week period at a small youth hostel (Youth Firenze 2000) in the 
�2�O�W�U�D�U�Q�R���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�I���)�O�R�U�H�Q�F�H�������7�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�D�V���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G���L�Q���W�Z�R���S�D�U�W�V�����D���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U���R�Q���'�D�Q�W�H�·�V��Inferno in the morning and a tour of various works of 
art and architecture in the city during the afternoon.  Students were then free to roam the city during the late afternoon and evenings and could 
travel outside of Florence on the weekends.    

    �)�D�F�X�O�W�\���Z�K�R���R�I�I�H�U���V�W�X�G�\���D�E�U�R�D�G���F�R�X�U�V�H�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�Q�R�U�V�·���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G above 
in two ways.  First, the experience of studying abroad helps us to understand how small the world of our normal everyday experience really is.  
Experiencing a new place on your own can be terrifying and in most cases a tour guide is provided so that everyone is made to feel safe and com-
fortable.  My favorite moment on study abroad trips is to take students to the center of Florence on the first day and leave them. Tour guides 
make you feel at home when you are far away; but a professor should remind you that you are in fact far away from home.  Simply the experience 
of studying abroad forces those of us who tend to be rather provincial in our orientation to directly experience a different way of life.  It was once 
an obligatory part of the education of the young to travel so that, by observing the differences among customs, they would gain the intellectual 
maturity of judgment which is gleaned from discovering the difference between nature and custom.  Like the observations of different cultures 
recorded by Herodotus in The Histories during his travels abroad, so too students on these trips began to engage in some plodding but pointed 
philosophical reflections on the manners and behaviors of foreign peoples.  My students, frustrated by the usual tardiness of Italian customer 
service, wondered what kind of people do not readily subscribe to our tenets of customer service.  At home, we are rarely prompted to ask 
whether there are certain ideas that lie at the foundation of their conduct or the behavior of their fellow citizens, but abroad we naturally begin to 
inquire about the underlying foundations of culture and find ourselves attempting to understand how simple manners are related to broader phi-
losophical considerations.   
 �:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D���V�W�X�G�\���D�E�U�R�D�G���F�R�X�U�V�H���D�G�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���D�P�R�Q�J���+�R�Q�R�U�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���L�P�S�R�Utant 
benefit of a study abroad course is the opportunity it can provide us to reexamine and synthesize the education that we have received in our gen-
eral course of study.  Though students gain much from extending their studies beyond the horizon of their normal experiences, it is also important 
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