UCA HONORS COLLEGE INCOMING FRESHMAN SURVEY

The purpose of this survey is to obtain information about the background, experience, opinions, attitudes, and values of your class. Your responses make a difference. We will use the information from these surveys in the aggregate to evaluate the strengths and limitations of Honors College programs and to modify curriculum and instruction. Your individual responses will remain confidential.
Please respond to each item in this survey in the place provided.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1. Your citizenship status is
(1) U.S. citizen

(2) permanent resident (green card)

(3) student visa

(4) other __________________

2. The primary language spoken in your home is
(1) English

(2) Spanish

(3) Other ___________________

3. Your current religious preference is (check one)


(1) Baptist

(2) Buddhist

(3) Church of Christ

(4) Eastern Orthodox

(5) Episcopalian

(6) Hindu

(7) Islamic

(8) Jewish

(9) LDS (Mormon)

(10) Lutheran

(11) Methodist

(12) Presbyterian

(13) Quaker

(14) Roman Catholic

(15) Seventh Day Adventist

(16) United Church of Christ/Congregational

(17) Other Christian

(18) Other Religion

(19) None

(20) No answer/not applicable

4. You chose the University of Central Arkansas because of (select all that apply)

(1) specific academic program or major

(2) Honors College classes and program

(3) cost

(4) prior relationship to UCA/campus visits

(5) geographic location

(6) sports teams or sports participation

(7) other ________________________


5. You chose to join the Honors College because (select all that apply)

(1) your parent(s) recommended the program
(2) your peers recommended the program
(3) you were an Honors student in high school

(4) you wanted to put it on your resume

(5) of the college scholarship package

(6) of Honors course descriptions

(7) of Honors housing and residential programs

(8) other_____________

6. The most important reason that you are attending college is (choose one)

(1) you cannot find a job

(2) you need a degree for a good job

(3) you want a degree

(4) you want to become a better person

(5) you have a love of learning

(6) there is nothing better to do

(7) you want to gain skill and knowledge

(8) you are interested in a particular area of study/major

(9) you want to make friends and have a good time

(10) you are not ready for the real world

(11) your parent(s) or guardian(s) expect or demand it

(12) you need to prepare for graduate or professional school

(13) other __________________________

7. Other schools you considered before deciding on UCA:  _________________
8. This university is your (mark one)

(1) first choice

(2) second choice

(3) third choice

(4) less than third choice

9. Other Honors programs you considered before deciding on the UCA Honors College: _______________
10. Did either of your parents or legal guardians attend UCA?

(1) No

(2) Mother or female legal guardian only

(3) Father or male legal guardian only

(4) Both

11. Number of hours of AP credit you were granted by the UCA Registrar:
(1) 0

(2) 1-3

(3) 4-6

(4) 7-9

(5) 9-12

(6) 13 or more 

OPINIONS ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL


12. You expect the UCA Honors College to provide (select all that apply)

(1) individualized attention

(2) alumni networking

(3) strong advising

(4) small classes

(5) study abroad or summer internship opportunities

(6) other ______________

13. You understand the requirements of the Honors College:
(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree


14. You feel pride in being a part of the Honors College:
(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

15. You feel that the Honors College faculty and staff members care about your success at UCA:
(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

16. The Honors College interview was helpful to you in making a decision about whether your goals and expectations matched the expectations of our program:
(1) very helpful

(2) helpful

(3) neutral

(4) unhelpful

(5) very unhelpful

17. The summer S.O.A.R. (Summer Orientation & Academic Registration) program provided you with useful information about UCA and the Honors College:
(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

(6) did not attend S.O.A.R.

COLLEGE ACTIVITIES

18. This semester you plan to live

(1) in the honors residence hall (New Hall)
(2) with family or other relatives

(3) off-campus in an apartment, room, or home

(4) in a fraternity or sorority house

(5) other on-campus housing


19. Do you plan on working during your first semester at UCA? 

(1) yes, on campus
(2) yes, off campus

(3) yes, on campus and off campus

(4) no
20. If you plan to work during your first semester at UCA, how many hours per week do you expect to work? 

(1) less than 5 

(2) between 6 and 10

(3) between 11-14

(4) between 15-19

(5) more than 20 hours per week
(6) not working


21. Your likely undergraduate field of study at UCA is
 

(1) Accounting

(2) Business Administration

(3) Economics

(4) Economics, International Trade Emphasis

(5) Finance

(6) Management Information Systems

(7) Insurance and Risk Management

(8) Management

(9) Marketing

(10) Childhood Education (P-4)

(11) Middle Level Education (4-8)

(12) Psychology 

(13) Art 

(14) Mass Communication

(15) Music

(16) Speech

(17) Theatre

(18) Writing

(19) Athletic Training

(20) Family and Consumer Sciences

(21) Family and Consumer Sciences Education

(22) Health Education

(23) Health Sciences

(24) Interior Design

(25) Kinesiology

(26) Kinesiology and Physical Education

(27) Medical Technology

(28) Nuclear Medicine Technology

(29) Nursing

(30) Nutrition/Dietetics

(31) Radiography

(32) Speech-Language Pathology

(33) English

(34) French

(35) Geography

(36) History 

(37) Philosophy

(38) Political Science

(39) Public Administration

(40) Social Studies, History Emphasis

(41) Sociology

(42) Spanish

(43) Applied Mathematics

(44) Biology

(45) Chemistry

(46) Computer Sciences

(47) General Science

(48) Mathematics

(49) Physics 

(50) Environmental Science 

(51) Religious Studies

(52) Pre-Cardio Respiratory Care 

(53) Pre-Dentistry 

(54) Pre-Dental Hygiene 

(55) Pre-Engineering 

(56) Pre-Law 

(57) Pre-Medicine 

(58) Pre-Optometry 

(59) Pre-Pharmacy 

(60) Pre-Veterinary Medicine 

22. The highest academic degree that you intend to obtain is
(1) None

(2) Bachelor’s degree (BA, BS)

(3) Master’s degree (MA, MS)

(4) Doctoral degree (PhD, EdD)

(5) Medical degree (MD, DO, DDS, DVM)

(6) Law degree (JD)

(7) Divinity degree (BD, MDiv)

(8) Other ________________
23. Your likely career occupation after finishing your collegiate education is (choose one)

(1) Accountant or actuary

(2) Actor or entertainer

(3) Architect or urban planner

(4) Artist

(5) Business (clerical)

(6) Business executive (management, administrator) 

(7) Business owner or proprietor

(8) Business salesperson or buyer

(9) Clergy (minister, priest)

(10) Clergy (other religious)

(11) Clinical psychologist

(12) College administrator/staff

(13) College teacher

(14) Computer programmer or analyst

(15) Conservationist or forester

(16) Dentist (including orthodontist)

(17) Dietitian or nutritionist

(18) Engineer

(19) Farmer or rancher

(20) Foreign service worker (including diplomat) 

(21) Homemaker (full-time)

(22) Interior decorator (including designer)

(23) Lab technician or hygienist

(24) Law enforcement officer

(25) Lawyer (attorney) or judge

(26) Military service (career)

(27) Musician (performer, composer)

(28) Nurse

(29) Optometrist

(30) Pharmacist

(31) Physician

(32) Policymaker/Government

(33) School counselor

(34) School principal or superintendent

(35) Scientific researcher

(36) Social, welfare, or recreation worker

(37) Therapist (physical, occupational, speech)

(38) Teacher or administrator (elementary)

(39) Teacher or administrator (secondary) 

(40) Veterinarian

(41) Writer or journalist

(42) Skilled trades

(43) Laborer (unskilled)

(44) Semi-skilled worker

(45) Unemployed

24. Your own best estimate of the average starting salary in your chosen occupation is

(1) less than $10,000

(2) $10,000-19,999

(3) $20,000-29,999

(4) $30,000-39,999

(5) $40,000-49,999

(6) $50,000-74,999

(7) $75,000-99,999

(8) more than $100,000

SELF ASSESSMENT: ATTITUDES, VALUES, AND LIFESTYLES

This part of the survey does not aim to monitor individual students, but to gauge how effectively the Honors College is contributing to various aspects of student development.
25. In the last 12 months you frequently: (check all that apply)

(1) attended a religious service

(2) was bored in class

(3) tutored another student

(4) studied with other students

(5) smoked cigarettes

(6) drank beer

(7) drank wine or liquor

(8) participated in organized demonstrations

(9) felt overwhelmed by all I had to do

(10) felt depressed

(11) performed volunteer work

(12) played a musical instrument or sang

(13) asked a teacher for advice

(14) socialized with someone of another racial/ethnic/sexual orientation group

(15) came late to class

(16) used the Internet for research or homework

(17) used the Internet to read news

(18) used the Internet to read blogs

(19) performed community service as part of a class

(20) discussed religion

(21) discussed politics

Rate yourself on each of the following traits as compared with the average person your age. We want the most accurate estimate of how you see yourself.

26. Academic ability

(1) much smarter

(2) smarter

(3) average

(4) less smart

(5) much less smart

27. Artistic ability

(1) much more artistic

(2) more artistic

(3) average

(4) less artistic

(5) much less artistic

28. Computer skills

(1) much more competent

(2) more competent

(3) average

(4) less competent

(5) much less competent

29. Cooperativeness

(1) much more cooperative

(2) more cooperative

(3) average

(4) less cooperative

(5) much less cooperative

30. Creativity

(1) much more creative

(2) more creative

(3) average

(4) less creative

(5) much less creative

31. Drive to achieve

(1) much more driven

(2) more driven

(3) average

(4) less driven

(5) much less driven

32. Emotional health

(1) much healthier

(2) healthier

(3) average

(4) less healthy

(5) much less healthy

33. Leadership ability

(1) much more leadership ability

(2) more leadership ability

(3) average

(4) less leadership ability

(5) much less leadership ability

34. Mathematical ability

(1) much more competent

(2) more competent

(3) average

(4) less competent

(5) much less competent

35. Physical health

(1) much healthier

(2) healthier

(3) average

(4) less healthy

(5) much less healthy

36. Public speaking ability

(1) much more competent

(2) more competent

(3) average

(4) less competent

(5) much less competent

37. Religiosity
(1) much more religious

(2) more religious

(3) average

(4) less religious

(5) much less religious

38. Confidence in intellectual ability
(1) much more confident

(2) more confident

(3) average

(4) less confident

(5) much less confident

39. Confidence in social situations
(1) much more confident

(2) more confident

(3) average

(4) less confident

(5) much less confident

40. Writing ability

(1) much more competent

(2) more competent

(3) average

(4) less competent

(5) much less competent

41. Editorial ability

(1) much more competent

(2) more competent

(3) average

(4) less competent

(5) much less competent

What is your best guess that you will:

42. Change major field?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

43. Change career choice?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

44. Participate in student government?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

45. Seek personal counseling?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

46. Communicate regularly with your professors?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

47. Socialize with someone of another racial/ethnic group?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

48. Participate in student clubs/groups?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

49. Participate in a study abroad program?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

50. Play varsity/intercollegiate athletics?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

51. Make at least a 3.25 grade point average?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

52. Need extra time to complete your degree requirements?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

53. Participate in student protests or demonstrations?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

54. Transfer to another college before graduating?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

55. Be satisfied with your college?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

56. Participate in volunteer or community service work?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

57. Get a job to help pay for college expenses?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

58. Work full-time while attending college?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

59. Join a social fraternity or sorority?

(1) good chance

(2) some chance

(3) very little chance

Please indicate the importance to you personally of each of the following:

60. Becoming an authority in my field

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

61. Becoming accomplished in one of the performing arts (acting, dancing, etc.)

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

62. Influencing the political structure

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

63. Influencing social values

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

64. Raising a family

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

65. Having administrative responsibility for the work of others

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

66. Being very well off financially

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

67. Helping others who are in difficulty

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

68. Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for contributions to my special field

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

69. Making a theoretical contribution to science

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

70. Writing original works (poems, novels, short stories, etc.)

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

71. Creating artistic work (painting, sculpture, decorating, etc.)

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

72. Becoming successful in a business of my own

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

73. Becoming involved in programs to clean up the environment

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

74. Developing a meaningful philosophy of life

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

75. Participating in a community action program

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

76. Helping to promote racial understanding

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

77. Keeping up to date with political affairs

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

78. Becoming a community leader

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

79. Improving my understanding of other countries and cultures

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

80. Participating in an organization like the Peace Corps, AmeriCorps/VISTA, or Teach for America

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important


81. Winning a national scholarship (Rhodes, Fulbright, Truman, Goldwater, etc.)

(1) essential

(2) very important

(3) neutral

(4) less important

(5) not important

Respond to each of the following statements:

82. There is too much concern in the courts for the rights of criminals

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

83. Abortion should be legal

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

84. The death penalty should be abolished

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

85. Marijuana should be legalized

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

86. It is important to have laws prohibiting homosexual relationships

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

87. Racial discrimination is no longer a major problem in America

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

88. The federal government should do more to control the sale of handguns

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

89. Only volunteers should serve in the armed forces

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

90. The federal government is not doing enough to control environmental pollution

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

91. A national health care plan is needed to cover everybody’s medical costs

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

92. Undocumented immigrants should be denied access to public education

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

93. Through hard work, everybody can succeed in American society

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

94. Dissent is a critical component of the political process

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

95. Realistically, an individual can do little to bring about changes in our society

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

96. Wealthy people should pay a larger share of taxes than they do now

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

97. Same-sex couples should have the right to legal marital status

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

98. Affirmative action in college admissions should be abolished

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

99. Federal military spending should be increased

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

100. Colleges have the right to ban extreme speakers from campus

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

101. The chief benefit of a college education is that it increases one’s earning power

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

102. The federal government should raise taxes to reduce the deficit

(1) strongly agree

(2) agree

(3) neutral/not sure

(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree

103. Biological evolution is the best explanation we have for how humans and other organisms developed

(1) strongly agree
(2) agree
(3) neutral/not sure
(4) disagree
(5) strongly disagree
Thank you for responding to this survey. We greatly appreciate your time and feedback. Your responses help us provide better educational options for you. If you have questions about this survey, please contact Phil Frana in the Honors College.
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