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Student Learning Outcome Scoring Rubrics

Content


	Learning Outcome
	Exceeded

Expectations
	Met

Expectations
	Failed to meet 

Expectations

	Review and evaluate the knowledge, concepts, techniques, and methodology appropriate to the discipline of the 

Honors Thesis
	Review and evaluation demonstrated extensive breadth, highly selective quality and was and superbly organized; methods were well developed or employed cutting edge disciplinary techniques or exceptional creative processes and exceeded the range necessary for the project
	Review and evaluation was solid, appropriate and adequate for the task but not extensive and may have failed in spots; methods recognized traditional and accepted disciplinary techniques or creative processes
	Review and evaluation was incomplete spotty, inconsistent and inadequate to the task; materials revealed haphazard disorganization; methods were pedestrian and barely up to disciplinary standards 

	Identify major issues, debates, or approaches appropriate to the discipline of the Honors Thesis
	Major issues were addressed comprehensive, appropriately, were judiciously chosen, and well suited to the task, revealing exceptional care in approaching the project
	Major issues were adequate to task but sometimes not appropriate or complete, portions seemed off task
	Major issues were absent, approaches were outside of the discipline, unacceptable, inappropriate and off task

	Synthesize complex information appropriate to the discipline of the 

Honors Thesis
	The information and synthesis displayed insight and thorough development of ideas, strong support, sophisticated writing, mature thought
	The information and synthesis displayed some consistency and depth as well as adequate support.  The writing shows analytic skill, support, and convincing facility with major thoughts
	The information presented lacks convincing support, no real analysis, little attempt to connect ideas, no real integration of ideas, no convincing ability to convey the argument or purpose

	Develop an argument or project and defend or present it appropriately in accordance with the 

methods of the discipline 

of the Honors Thesis
	Overall impact of the argument or project was comprehensive and deeply knowledgeable and thoughtful, the presentation revealed had clear depth and sophistication, the strategy was complex and rich
	Overall impact of the argument or project was adequate and at times seemed comprehensive and mostly knowledgeable, the presentation was workmanlike and up to the task, but not overly impressive
	Overall impact of the argument or project was incomplete, and inadequate, the presentation was flawed, poorly designed and unworkable


Critical Thinking


	Learning Outcome
	Exceeded

Expectations
	Met

Expectations
	Failed to meet 

Expectations

	Apply discipline-based and/or cross-discipline based higher order thinking skills to a range of topics and issues
	Applications revealed insight and thorough development of ideas with mature, rich, and sophisticated connections between ideas and/or concepts evident in analysis and/or synthesis over a wide range of topics and issues
	Applications revealed some insight and some development of ideas with adequate connections drawn between ideas and/or concepts evident in analysis and/or synthesis over a sufficient range of topics and issues
	Applications failed to reveal insight and development of ideas and/or lacked connections drawn between ideas and/or concepts; analysis and/or synthesis appeared weak, and the range of topics and issues insufficient

	Select and organize credible evidence to support converging arguments
	Documents reflect clear and well-developed controlling ideas that are well supported by evidence that has been judiciously and appropriately selected, all woven properly together into strong and highly convincing arguments 
	Documents reflect mostly clear and adequate controlling ideas that are mostly supported by solid and appropriate evidence; the parts fit together properly enough to create a credible argument
	Documents lack clear and controlling ideas or the ideas are not supported well by solid evidence; the evidence selected seems inadequate or off the point, the sum of the parts don’t fit together well and don’t establish a credible argument

	Solve discipline-based and/or cross-discipline-based problems using strategies appropriate to the subject of the Honors 

Seminar or Thesis
	Strategies evinced were sophisticated, professional, and well developed throughout; problem solving skills seemed exceptional and salutary
	Strategies evinced were sophisticated, professional, and well developed throughout; problem solving skills seemed exceptional and salutary
	 Strategies evinced were inadequate to the and/or inappropriate; problem solving skills seemed lacking or rudimentary


Communication


	Learning Outcome
	Exceeded

Expectations
	Met

Expectations
	Failed to meet 

Expectations

	Communicate effectively in one-on-one or group contexts
	Verbal communications were articulate, clear, concise and presented with poise and maturity in both one-on-one and group contexts; in one-on-one contexts superb listening and proper interpersonal skills were always in evidence; in group contexts superb listening skills as well as respect for differences in opinion and for others always apparent 
	Verbal communications were sufficiently clear, articulate, and concise as well as presented appropriately in both one-on-one and group contexts; in one-on-one contexts good listening and interpersonal skills were mostly in evidence; in group contexts good listening skills as well as respect for differences in opinion and for others were predominant 
	Verbal communications were unclear clear and/or rambling and/or suffused with bad verbal habits (lots of “ums” or vocal infelicities) in either one-on-one and group contexts; in one-on-one and/or group contexts listening and interpersonal skills were lacking; respect for differences in opinion and for others were not evident 

	Express ideas and concepts precisely and persuasively in multiple formats
	Ideas and concepts in documents and projects were consistently presented with precision, clarity, and thorough development so as to be very persuasive, and also appeared in multiple written and verbal formats of varying length and focus
	Ideas and concepts in documents and projects were mostly presented with adequate precision, clarity, and enough development to be persuasive; not all written and/or verbal formats evinced consistent quality of focus and appropriate length 
	Ideas and concepts in documents and projects lacked precision, clarity, and development and were not persuasive; no range in written and/or verbal formats attempted evinced; quality, focus and appropriate length lacking or ignored

	Employ writing conventions suitable to the research method and/or creative process of the subject of the 

Honors Seminar or 

Thesis
	Presentation of work was exceptional and very well organized and reflected a highly competent and professional level of writing standards and conventions; the work revealed great familiarity with the disciplinary standards and followed appropriate APA, MLA, etc. guidelines
	Presentation of work was adequate and mostly well organized and/or reflected at least the minimal professional level of writing standards, formats, and conventions as presented in disciplinary guidelines
	Presentation of work was inadequate, sloppy, disorganized, and/or failed to recognize or follow professional writing guideline standards, formats and conventions


Integrity/Ethics


	Learning Outcome
	Exceeded

Expectations
	Met

Expectations
	Failed to meet 

Expectations

	Practice civic engagement through Honors-related service activities
	Completed more than 60 hours of community/Honors service
	Completed 40 to 59 hours of community/Honors service
	Completed fewer than 40 hours of community/Honors service

	Practice appropriate professional standards of behavior
	Interactions and practices reflected thorough advance preparation; interpersonal behaviors were characterized by consistent maturity, grace, poise, and high personal standards 
	Interactions and practices reflected some preparation and were adequate to the task; interpersonal behaviors were characterized by flashes of maturity, grace, and poise, but were not of consistent quality
	Interactions and practices reflected little preparation and were often inadequate and lacking; interpersonal behaviors were immature and awkward with little evidence of inward personal standards 

	Practice appropriate standards related to respect for intellectual property
	Thoroughly professional and ethical behaviors were consistently in evidence; all appropriate boundaries related to property and persons were highly respected at all times
	Professional and ethical behaviors were mostly in evidence; appropriate boundaries related to property and persons were mostly respected with only scattered and unintentional lapses evident 
	Professional and ethical behaviors were not in evidence; appropriate boundaries related to property and persons were not respected and/or acts of theft or fraud detected


Project Management


	Learning Outcome
	Exceeded

Expectations
	Met

Expectations
	Failed to meet 

Expectations

	Exhibit disciplined work habits as an individual
	Student kept all deadlines; material consistently presented in a professional and organized manner; no waiting until the last minute
	Student missed a few deadlines; materials were adequately organized and mostly well presented; deadlines were an at times an issue
	Student missed most deadlines and waited until the last minute; presented materials were unorganized and sloppy; missed deadlines created issues for the instructor

	Apply discipline-based and/or cross-discipline-based knowledge to design a problem-solving strategy
	The problem-solving strategy reflected comprehensive and sophisticated familiarity with the discipline(s) and was well-thought out, complex, and very applicable 
	The problem-solving strategy was adequate for the task, reflected sufficient familiarity with the discipline(s), and was applicable and workmanlike, but not brilliant
	The problem-solving strategy was inadequate for the task, revealed gaps in knowledge central to the discipline(s), or was not applicable or useful

	Conceive, plan, and execute a high-quality research and/or creative capstone project in the appropriate disciplinary or multi-disciplinary context
	Conception and planning of the project evinced comprehensive, knowledgeable, and wide-ranging familiarity with the disciplinary/multidisciplinary context; the project itself was rich, complex, or cutting-edge and reflected obvious and thorough mastery of the discipline(s) central skills and behaviors 
	Conception and planning of the project was adequate to the task and covered the necessary areas within the disciplinary/ multidisciplinary context; the project itself was appropriate and reflected acceptable mastery of the discipline(s) central skills and behaviors
	Conception and planning of the project was inadequate to the task with obvious omissions or holes within the disciplinary/ multidisciplinary context; the project itself was substandard and did not reflect acceptable mastery of the discipline(s) central skills and behaviors


