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Direct Assessment Methods

(Based on presentations from Peggy Maki)

Across the Board (as well as longitudinal data)

· Portfolios—collections of student work based on selected assignments in the curriculum

Evaluate/Create

· Adjudicated presentations

· Simulations

· Capstone Project

· Thesis

· Research Project

· Group work that emerges from material covered with self-analysis and analysis of others

Analyze/Evaluate

· Self-reflective writing

· Critical incident response

· Critical self-reflective journal writing

· Case study or studies examined over time as students move through courses and educational experiences

· Discussion of how one may have changed his or her understanding based on learning more about a topic or engaging in research on a topic

· Team projects that emerge from material covered

Apply/Analyze

· Problems with solution and ask for other solutions

· Event analysis

· Self-reflection on what one does and does not understand

· Written assignment that explores a distinctive critical perspective or problem

· Representative disciplinary or professional work assignments

· Case Study/Problem Analysis that requires students to demonstrate how one has integrated outcome-based learning into his or her work

Understand/Apply

· Interpretation of video clips or visual materials

· Oral examination

Remember/Understand

· In-class tests of knowledge of facts, processes, procedures, concepts, etc.

· Summary from homework assignment; summary after a segment of lecturing or other pedagogical method

· Description of what one already knows before movement into a new topic or focus

· Logbook or journal tasks 

· Concept, knowledge or process maps (visual representation)

· Standardized exams (local or external)

Remember

· Concept inventories, such as in physics and in chemistry

· Knowledge surveys

