POS 6006 Study of Politics 

Instructor:  Dr. Cuzán
Summer 2006
Office 50/119

Tel: 474-2345

e-mail:  acuzan@uwf.edu

Office Hours: M&W, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.; Fridays, 1:00-5:00 p.m.

Political science is the science for the study of politics.  Politics is about governing: who rules, to what ends, by what means, and with what results.  Ruling means the making and enforcing of laws and other rules by which the inhabitants of a state must abide, subject to penalties up to and including long-term imprisonment and, in most countries, even death.  


In studying just about anything associated with politics, political science covers a wide range of phenomena varying in scale from the small group to international relations and war involving millions of deaths, untold destruction, and massive population shifts.  Moreover, these studies are done according to diverse methods.  However, what unites all political scientists qua scientists is a devotion to the pursuit of truth by means of reason and evidence.  Political science is an empirical or practical science, that is, its truth claims are ultimately verifiable or falsifiable by observation and experience. 


By convention, the discipline is divided into four traditional fields:  American politics, comparative politics, international relations, and political theory.  Each of these is in turn divided into subfields.  Additionally, there are cross-cutting subfields, like research methods, the systematic collection and analysis of evidence relevant for answering a particular set of questions about politics.  These divisions are recognized in the curriculum of political science programs, undergraduate and graduate, including our own. Students are required to take one core course in each of the traditional fields, plus another in research methods.  

This course, POS 6006 The Study of Politics, is an overview of the discipline.  There is no set way of teaching it, and it could serve as an introduction or as a capstone course just as well.  This semester we will proceed as follows.  We are going to read carefully, think, discuss, and write about three recently published books, one each in American, comparative, and international politics.  They represent some of the very best work being done by political scientists today.  The objective of the course is twofold:  to familiarize yourselves with the content of these books (the questions being asked, the ways answers to these questions are sought, and the answers offered), and that you convey this understanding as clearly as you are capable, both orally and in writing.  In the process of acquiring substantive knowledge about politics, you will develop or sharpen analytical and communication skills that have applications in the practical world of work in your life after UWF.  


Requirements:  As in any graduate course, attendance is assumed.  You are expected to arrive on time, having read and summarized each assigned chapter in no more than 300 typed words (Times New Roman #12 or equivalent), which you will turn in to before the end of class, and prepared to ask and answer questions and make comments throughout the session. (Some days you will be assigned two chapters, or an Introduction and a chapter, and sometimes only one chapter.  Each of these constitutes a separate item to be summarized.)  The opening sentence of the summary should encapsulate the theme of the chapter.  

You will get a daily participation grade. If you show up on time, turn in your assignment, but stay mum throughout, giving monosyllabic responses when I ask you a direct question, or, conversely, if you attempt to talk a lot but don’t say anything meaningful and I need to interrupt you to bring others into the discussion, you will be assigned a C.  If you ask questions for clarification of the material that show that you have put effort into trying to understand it, and you answer questions in a clear and informative way, you will be assigned a B.  Finally, if you do what is described in the previous sentence; and, additionally, you ask questions or make comments that, without necessarily being “right,” indicate that you’re working hard at trying to establish connections between the chapters or from  one day to the next and from one book to the next; and that you make comments that make useful connections to what others in the class are saying (not necessarily agreeing or disagreeing) so that we actually have a genuine conversation and not simply a series of disjointed instructor-student exchanges without any integration, you earn an A.  Note, then, that to earn an A in what I call “preparation and contribution,” or P&C for short, you have not only to work hard on your own but also to be an active listener and to insert your points into an on-going conversation.  It’s an art form that needs cultivation.    

Class will usually start with a short lecture by me on the material, which may include direct questions to individuals.  I will speak about 30-45 minutes.  Then we will do Q&A for another 15 or 20 minutes.  After a 10-15 minute break, we will have a guided discussion of the material, pursuing points that are brought up by either me or any of you, going wherever the conversation takes us.  We may take a second break before adjourning for the night.  Altogether, we will be in session for three hours, 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.  This is longer than what the “A” schedule stipulates for twice weekly sessions; on the other hand, there will be nights when we will not meet to allow you free time to write your essays.
There will be four essays, one on each book and then a final, integrative essay.  The first three essays will run no fewer than 7 and no more than 10 pages of text, or a maximum of 2,500 words (again, Times New Roman #12 or its equivalent), exclusive of title page and bibliography. These essays will be review essays.  You will read reviews, critiques, or commentaries on the text we just concluded, summarize them, and evaluate them in light of your own reading and understanding of the text.  An outline for the review essays will be distributed in due course.  The final essay will run no fewer than 10 and no more than 12 pages of text.  There you will offer some reflections on political science based on the readings during the semester.  You will make connections across the texts and reviews regarding, again, the questions asked (and those that were not asked), the ways of going about seeking answers, and the substance of the answers themselves.  You will strive to identify continuities and discontinuities in theory, methods, and findings across the readings.  The purpose of the essay is to offer your own thoughtful meditation on what political science has to offer to the graduate student of politics.  It will be presented in class.  Each presenter will have 15-20 minutes in which to do so.  Every three presentations, we will open the floor for Q&A which may be directed at any one presenter.  The presentations and discussion will be graded as part of P&C.
The final grade for the course will be computed as follows:

Class preparation and contribution------------------------- -----------------------------50 points
Review essays, 50 points each, for a total of------------------------------------------150

Integrative essay---------------------------------------------------------------------------100
       Total------------------------------------------------------------------------------------200 points


Texts.  The following texts are required, listed in the order in which we will read them:



Erikson, MacKuen, and Stimson, The Macro Polity (Cambridge University Press, 2002).  Henceforth EMS.


Przeworski et. al., Democracy and Development.  Political Institutions and Well-Being in the World, 1950-1990 (Cambridge University Press, 2000).  Henceforth P.


Bennett and Stam, The Behavioral Origins of War (The University of Michigan Press, 2004).  Henceforth B&S.  Note:  According to the bookstore, the publisher has run out of this book, which is now in a second printing.  Amazon.com, though, still has a few copies.  Barnes and Nobles on-line may have additional copies. So get your copy from either of them ASAP.  
All these books include highly technical passages of varying lengths, including mathematical formulae and statistical computations.  Only a specialist in research methods can evaluate these passages for accuracy.  We will take most of it on faith.  That is, we will assume that the formulae are correctly written, that the appropriate statistical tools were applied to relevant data sets, and so on.  Thus, as a general rule, you simply skip the methodological appendixes.  Other than knowing that some political scientists employ highly quantitative tools for the study of politics, what we want to get out of these procedures are the substantive results. What were the findings of the authors concerning the questions they set out to answer in the first place?  
Reading schedule (subject to change)

May 9 



Introduction to the course.
May 11


EMS, Preface, Chs. 1-2.

May 16


EMS, Chs. 3-4.

May 18


EMS, Chs. 6-7

May 23


EMS, Chs. 8-9
May 25  


EMS, Chs. 10-11

May 30


Essay #1 due at beginning of class.





P, Introduction and Ch. 1

June 1 

  

P, Chs. 2-3.  
June 6



P, Ch. 4 and Conclusion

June 8



No class; work on essay #2.

June 13


No class; essay #2 due in drop box no later than 4:00 p.m.

June 15


B&S, Preface, Chs. 1-2

June 20


B&S, Ch. 3

June 22


B&S, Ch. 4

June 27


B&S, Ch. 5

 June 29


B&S, Ch. 6

July 4



No class Independence Day

July 6



B&S, Ch. 7

July 11



No class, work on essay #3.

July 13



Essay #3 due in at the beginning of class.

Recapitulation.  Q&A on what is expected in essay #4. 

July 18



No class; work on essay #4.
July 20



No class; work on essay #4.
July 25



Essay #4 due at beginning of class; presentations.

July 27



Student presentations on essay #4, continued.  
August  1
August 3

1

