GEO 3372: Conservation of Natural Resources

Spring 2008
Lectures:
M, W, F 9 - 9:50 AM



Bldg. 13, rm. 221
Instructor:
Dr. Hilde Snoeckx 

Bldg. 13, rm. 204



Phone: 474-2746 (department)



Email: snoeckx@uwf.edu

Office hours: 30 minutes after class, or by appointment, anytime by email.
Textbook: 
Cutter and Renwick; Exploitation, Conservation, Preservation; 4th edition, 2004

The textbook is recommended and is available at the campus bookstore. A copy of the textbook was put on reserve in the library.
A copy of the powerpoint presentations will be posted on the ELearning website.

Course description and objectives

This course deals with the nature and extent of natural resources such as water, air, soil, wildlife, minerals and energy. The course emphasizes the physical, scientific principles underlying sound conservation practices of natural resources. It also examines the implications of conservation measures (or the absence thereof) for human activities. A fieldtrip to the wastewater treatment plant of Pace (on Woodbine Road) may be arranged. The natural resources usage of common activities, such as using paper or plastic bags, will be independently studied, quantified, and presented. 

Grading system

The final grade will be based on two midterm exams and a final exam. The scores will be weighted as follows:



midterm #1

25 %



midterm #2

25 %



final exam

30 %



term project

20 %



Total score

100%

The grading scale is a linear curve as follows:

Total score >90% = A,  80 - 90% = B,  70 - 80% = C,  60 - 70% = D,  <60% = F

Exams

The exams can contain any material covered in lecture and relevant sections of the textbook. The second exam will cover only material discussed since the first exam, except as new material relates to previously tested material. The final exam will be comprehensive although some sections from early on in the semester will be eliminated. There is NO provision for extra credit work. Make-up exams are allowed only in case of emergency and provided that you 1) call the instructor or main office at 474-2746 before 5:00 PM on the day of the missed exam and 2) present a signed physician's excuse or, if an exam is missed due to a family funeral, a dated newspaper obituary.

Exams will be a combination of multiple choice, true/false and essay questions. You may be asked to discuss a graph, map or table on the exams. The exam schedule is as follows:


first exam: 
Wednesday, February 6


second exam: 
Wednesday, March 12


final exam: 
Wednesday, April 30, 8:00-10:30AM 

Term Paper
Each group (2-3 people per group) will present an in depth study of a common conservation issue such as the use of paper or plastic bags, or an in depth study of a renewable fuel/energy source in a paper of not more than ten, double spaced pages, not including figures and tables. A one page summary will be discussed in class and will be part of the course material.

Class attendance
Students are expected to attend all classes. Because many exam questions are from lecture notes, missing even one lecture can affect your grade substantially. Announcements regarding the course outline and the schedule of the lectures and exams (including changes of these) may be made in class. All organizational/administrative announcements made during the class period are assumed to be known by all students.

Special technology utilized by students

(beyond baseline requirements of e-mail and  word processing):  rated at low

Expectations for academic conduct/plagiarism policy

Will be followed as stated at these URL addresses:

http://uwf.edu/studentaffairs/division/publications/classdisrup.pdf
http://uwf.edu/studentaffairs/division/publications/plagbroch.pdf
 

Assistance for students with special needs

This policy is found at http://uwf.edu/DSS/dss_pub.pdf on page 3

--------------------
Schedule of lectures 

	Week of
	Lecture topic
	Textbook reading

	Jan 7-11
	Introduction, Ecological perspectives
	Ch 1, 2, 4

	Jan 14-18
	Ecological perspectives; The human population

Friday: Title/Topics for term paper due
	Ch 4, 5

	Jan 21-25
	Monday: M.L. King day

The human population; Regional and global change
	Ch 5, 12

	Jan 28-Feb 1
	Regional and global change
	Ch 12

	Feb 4-8
	Agriculture
Wednesday: exam  #1
	Ch 6

	Feb 11-15
	Agriculture
Friday: Outline/first draft for term paper due
	Ch 6

	Feb 18-22                                      
	Forests
	Ch 7

	Feb 25-Feb29
	Marine resources 
	Ch 9

	Mar 3-7                                                                                                                                       
	Water quantity and quality
	Ch 10

	Mar 10-14
	Water quantity and quality
Wednesday: Exam #2
	Ch 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	Mar 17-21 
	Spring break!!!
	

	Mar 24-28
	Water quantity and quality, Air quality

Friday: Final draft for term paper due
	Ch 10, 11

	Mar 31-Apr 4
	Air quality
	Ch 11

	Apr 7-11
	Nonfuel Minerals

Friday: term papers due
	Ch 13

	Apr 14-18
	Energy resources
	Ch 14

	Apr 21-25
	Energy resources
	Ch 14

	Final Exam: 
	Wednesday, April 30, 8:00-10:30AM
	


