EVR 4941  Practicum in Environmental Studies

Summer 2008
Instructor:  Klaus Meyer-Arendt (PhD)  kjma@uwf.edu   telephone: 474-2792

The Practicum in Environmental Studies is a special course where you get to have some hands-on experience doing what environmental managers do for a living. It also gives them a chance to get a look at you. You do not have to have four years of environmental experience for these opportunities, nor do you need to be a major in the Environmental Studies Department. You can be an undergraduate or a graduate student.


Many of you will be working for agencies that have job openings now or in the very near future, and many will be working for former UWF students who started out doing what you are doing. The key to this course, which is supervised largely by e-mail, is keeping in touch with the Instructor.  If you don’t show up for work or don’t show up on time, or have a bad attitude about it, believe me, the person you will be working for will be in touch with me, and we really don’t want that to happen. 


Summer Term A lasts about 12 weeks and what is needed to fulfill this course is the equivalent of 60 contact hours. That would normally be 5+ hours a day or one day a week, but counting off for torrential rains and other kinds of issues, most of the agencies you will be working for would like you available at least one full day per week. I know some of you are already working more than that as paid employees, co-ops or interns. If that is the case I need to know about it so I can help build a practicum around that and not lose you any money but assure you the academic credit you are due. 


This is a permission course, so you need to see the Instructor to get the permission code number. 


Below are listed several opportunities for this summer which might interest you. If so, I need to get back from you as soon as possible your indication of interest or a description of another project you might have in mind. For the ones listed below, you will have to fill out an employment application so that the agency can supply you with Workman’s Comp. Insurance (at their cost). 


During the course of the summer, you will send me monthly reports: the first will be your proposal describing the work you plan to do, and that one is due as soon as possible, certainly before May 10. The second one will be sent around the end of May, the third around the end of June and a final report toward the end of the semester in July. For that final report I need the initials of your supervisor or a letter that he might wish to send as well. All of these have to be in before I can give you a grade.

Potential placements

· DEP Ecosystem Restoration Program, Greenhouse and or Sea Grass Program. This will involve harvesting of plants from the barrier islands and coastal dunes and lakes/swamps; propagating them and replanting them. The Environmental Manager for that program is Mr. Eric Schneider, one of our graduates. This section will also be working on a second Project Greenshores.

· The City of Pensacola. Mr. Matt Dimitroff, a UWF graduate in Biology and in Environmental Resource Management and Planning is the City of Pensacola’s environmental person under the Community Redevelopment Department. He has some special projects for people who are able to work independently.

· The Escambia County Parks and Recreation Department has some volunteer positions open. If anyone is interested please contact me very soon. 

· Volunteers are needed in Ft. Walton Beach to work with the City in locating and mapping the storm water outfalls there. For this one you need to contact Dr. Hugli. 

· There are positions open (both paid and volunteer) with the Environmental Health Department of Escambia County).

· Finally, there is a job announcement on our board for the Wetlands Division of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Pensacola. The job pays approximately 7.70 per hour, and would require 40 hours a week during the summer, along with continued but less hours in the Fall and possibly beyond. Available only for those who will be available this summer and carrying at least twelve hours in the Fall. 

· There are other opportunities at the DEP, but I want to see how many will be in the course first. 

If you have any other suggestions or specific requests (crab fishing in Alaska, baby seal control, Coral in the Great Barrier Reef, etc.) please get in touch with me by e-mail soonest. Thanks, and this should be a fun summer.

 Dr. Meyer-Arendt
