
GEO 6936 GRADUATE SEMINAR:  A SYLLABUS

Fall 2008

Dr. Klaus J. Meyer-Arendt <kjma@uwf.edu>

2:20-5:15 Mondays

office:  13/206  / off. hrs.: 8:00-11:00 MT / ph.: 2792

Course Description.  This course is an overview of the disciplinary evolution of the geosciences, prevailing paradigms and methodologies, and current and future directions in the field.  The scientific method, grant proposals, and research publications will be examined.  Steps in successfully completing a master’s degree will be outlined.

Student Learning Outcomes.  Students successfully completing this course will acquire a basic understanding of the scientific method and its application, how to find research materials, the disciplinary origins of the geosciences, and the structure of the university and its components.  Students will become acquainted with the steps in getting through graduate school, recent trends in human/environmental research, and various types of writing (including theses and proposals).


date
subject                                   
assignments


Aug. 25
Intro to course, the scientific method, and library resources  
TRIP TO LIBRARY (be there at 2:40)

Sept. 1
NO CLASS:  LABOR DAY 

Sept. 8
The University system; Basic vs. applied research
Discussion (Assignment 1 due)

Sept. 15
Disciplinary origins of the Geosciences
Student reports (Assignment 2)

Sept. 22
Disciplinary origins of the Geosciences
Student reports, cont.  (Assignment 2)

Sept. 29
Recent trends in human/environmental research
Discussion

Oct. 6
Subdisciplines, Professional organizations, UWF specializations
Discussion

Oct. 13
Specializations and Experiences of EVR Faculty
Oct. 20
Specializations and Experiences of EVR Faculty
Oct. 27
Specialty groups of the AAG

Student reports (Assignment 3) 

Nov. 3
Writing in the Environmental Sciences; Theses & Dissertations

Nov. 10
Writing a grant proposal


Assignment 4 is due

Nov. 17
Getting through Graduate School

Discussion

Nov. 24
NO CLASS:  SEDAAG MEETING IN GREENSBORO, NC

Dec. 1
Presentation of student proposals

Assignment 5 (written & oral)

Text:  
none required, but readings will be provided and/or assigned

Assignments:  
1. Evaluate your assigned journal in terms of contents (e.g., research articles or discussion articles), scientific method or other research methodology?  Your report should be based upon the content analysis of multiple volumes, so that the overall tone of the journal can be accurately established (3-5-page written report, due Sept. 8) 


2. Contributions of historic geoscientists (written outline & oral presentation, Sept. 15 and 22) 


3. Specialty groups of the AAG  (written outline & oral presentation, Oct. 27)


4. Pick a research topic (list title) and provide me with 10 bibliographic references that you might consult.  The references must be in a style that would be typically used by researchers in that field.  A stylesheet should accompany your references. Also, list the names of four databases that might help you.  (due Nov. 10)


5. Write a student research proposal, modeled after UWF’s SCAC graduate student award guidelines (written proposal & oral presentation on Dec. 1)


6. Three reviews:  one on an article in the special issue of the Southeastern Geographer, two based upon colloquia presentations (each is due within one week after being assigned/presented)

Grading:   Out of 100 points.  Assignments 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 are worth 15 pts. each.  The reviews are worth 5 pts. each, for a total of 15 pts., and  the remaining 10 points will be based upon attendance and participation.  

Special Technology Utilized by Students:  low-to-medium  

Expectations for Academic Conduct/Plagiarism Policy will be followed as stated at these URL addresses:  http://uwf.edu/StudentAffairs/division/publications/ClassDisrup.pdf
http://uwf.edu/StudentAffairs/division/publications/PlagBroch.pdf
Assistance for Students with Special Needs policy is found at http://uwf.edu/DSS/dss_pub.pdf  on page 3. 








