
GEA 2000 0869: Nations and Regions of the World (3Sh)
Fall 2008, Term A

Class: eLearning online 
Instructor: Donald E. Mertz, Jr., MS 
(850) 833-3441; E-Mail: donal58_2000@yahoo.com 
Office Hours at Combs Campus (FWB): By Appointment  

Prerequisites/Co requisites: N/A 

Textbook (Required): Geography: Realms, Regions & Concepts, 13th Ed, by de Blij & Muller (ISBN: 978-0-470-12905-0). An electronic text is available. 

Course Description and Student Learning Outcomes: 
This is an issues-oriented world regional class that emphasizes geographic changes that accompany today’s rapid globalization. Throughout this course we will study the integrated physical, economic, social, and political considerations of the major natural globalization issues. There will be added emphasis on current events issues affecting the various regions of study. Some topics may be controversial. Classes, unless changed, will be open discussion format. Prearranged classes may be held at locations other than the campus to allow collaboration with elected officials and community leaders. 
Students are responsible for text material whether this material is entirely covered in lecture or not. It is expected that the text and required readings will be completed prior to accessing the online class material. 
Students will be a primary source of information to be shared with the entire class. Student discussion and mutual assistance is encouraged. Projects will be used to reinforce and develop geographic concepts. 

Papers: 
Ten one-page, double-spaced, papers will be written and submitted one per week beginning the second week of class. All reaction papers may be submitted early. These papers will have a one-paragraph summary of a current geography related article and a one-paragraph individual reaction commentary. For identification the subject and address elements must include: Name, GEA2000 Reaction Paper Nr (Insert correct number). An electronic Drop box will be available for submission. Keep in mind that as university students your grammar and spelling are expected to reflect as much. 

Grades: 
University grade scale will be used based on the statistical norm conversion of points for work completed. Relative Value: Papers (35%), Projects (5%), Participation (20%), Tests (40%). Total point available will be approximately 600. 
Reaction Papers will be graded 0 to 10. Scale: summary 0 to 4 pts (based on clarity and completeness); reaction 0 to 6 pts (based on clarity of reasoning, logic, and completeness of thought). 
Threaded discussion will be graded 0 to 7 for your initial posting. Then, you will receive another 0 to 3 for your participation in at least two other discussions. Each question has a total value of ten points. 
Work and papers turned in late will be reduced in grade value. (Note: Policy on makeup work and quizzes.) Plagiarism will result in a course failing grade. Cheating will result in a zero (0) grade on that material. My electronic attendance and grade record are the official records for this class. 
If you have grade questions after you check the online grade book ask me for clarification. After I have submitted course grades may be too late. 

Tests: 
A midterm and final exam will be scheduled. The midterm may be a variable format exam to determine student understanding of information based on the text using the text test bank. The final exam will be formatted to evaluate student comprehension of concepts. 
Online weekly exams will be available through eLearning. These quizzes are random generated (no two the same) and are graded online. Grades and missed questions will be provided to you for review. Carefully follow the instructions. 
Unannounced quizzes may be used to test specific knowledge understanding based on text material. There will be no makeup for these quizzes. 

Misc: 
University students are adults who are responsible for their performance and on time class attendance. The university absence-drop policy is applicable. If more than two classes in a row are missed after Drop/Add week students may be dropped from the class. 
Participation in discussions and quizzes will be used for attendance. The official attendance roster is my computer record. Individuals are responsible to make up work missed due to absences; however, this work may be graded with reduced points. If you cannot attend class for a viable reason let me know beforehand. 
Changes that affect the entire class will be sent using the ArgoNet Group Mail and the NEWS Bulletins on the course opening page. Remember to have the ArgoNet account forwarded to your regularly used e-mail account if necessary. 
If you send me an e-mail, please include your name and class in the subject. I do not try to remember individual e-mail names and may view an e-mail as spam by mistake. 
Note taking handouts will be available in pdf format to download from the course material. 
Elluminate software may be used for some presentations and communications. Please log into eLearning and work through the self-paced instructions to familiarize yourself with this learning tool. If you plan to fully use Elluminate a video camera is advisable. If you use a video camera please insure that it is always seeing an appropriate view. 
Students are not authorized to place class notes or resources on the Internet or sell them to Internet sources. 

Text Assignments for the week of: 
August 25th- Intro, Maps, Concepts 
Sept 1st- Europe (V) (RP 1) 
Sept 8th- Russia (V) (RP 2) 
Sept 15th- North America (RP 3) 
Sept 22nd- Middle America (RP 4) 
Sept 29th- South America and Project (RP 5) 
Oct 6th- Sub-Saharan Africa (RP 6) 
Oct 13th- and Oct 20th North Africa and Southwest Asia (Project) (RP 7) 
Oct 27th- South Asia (RP 8) 
Nov 3rd- East Asia (RP 9) 
Nov 10th- Southeast Asia (Project) (RP 10) 
Nov 17th- Austral and Pacific Realms  

Special Technology Utilized by Students: D2L (eLearning). Baseline technology code: Medium. Optional: Video camera. 

Expectations for Academic Conduct/Plagiarism: Refer to: 
http://uwf.edu/StudentAffairs/division/publications/ClassDisrup.pdf 
http://uwf.edu/StudentAffairs/division/publications/PlagBroch.pdf 

Assistance for Students with Special Needs: Refer to: Page 3 
http://uwf.edu/dss/dss_tub.pdf 

Course Slides: 
Presentations are on the eLearning course web site. 
Note Taking Handouts will be available as pdf files. 


