GEO 4332: Senior seminar

University of West Florida
Spring 2008
Lectures: 
Wednesday 10:00 - 11:00 AM

Room 13/214
Instructor:
Johan Liebens

Bldg. 13/213, phone: 474-2065

Office hours: W, R 1:00 - 4:00 PM, or by appointment.

Messages can be left with the Dept. of Environmental Studies: Bldg 13/206,


phone 474-2746.
Textbook: 
No textbook is required but students will have to copy maps, articles and other materials during the semester.

Reserve:
Reading materials will be put on reserve during the semester.

Course description

This is a seminar in which timely topics pertaining to the environment are discussed and researched. Emphasis is upon professional presentation of research material. Upper level standing is required.

This course is designed to provide students with skills in researching topics in the field of environmental science and making presentations to their peers. The course consists of a combination of techniques workshops, learning to conduct and present research material, content lectures and guest lectures on a designated topic (e.g. hurricanes, soil erosion, pollution in runoff, global climate change), group discussions, and student presentations (on the same topic). The intent of the course is to prepare upper-level undergraduates for postgraduate study and the job market by teaching them research, presentation, and evaluation skills.

Exams and grading

10 % from attendance and participation (including critiquing other presentations)

25 % content paper (quality and completeness of content, due 2 weeks before 1st pres.)

25 % from 1st (practice) presentation (quality as presentation, quality of content)

35 % from 2nd (formal) presentation (overall quality, improvement over 1st presentation)

5 % from a departmental comprehensive exam (see below)
The grading scale is a straight curve as follows: A  90%, 90% > B  80%, 80% > C  70%, 70% > D  %, F < 60%.

There is no provision for extra credit work. Students are expected to attend all classes. Announcements regarding the course outline and the schedule of the lectures, presentations, and reports (including changes of these) will be made in class. All organizational/administrative announcements made during the class period are assumed to be known by all students.

Comprehensive Exam: In place of a final exam, a departmental comprehensive exam will be administered during the last lecture period of the semester. This comprehensive exam is intended to assess your comprehension of a range of topics studied in a selection of courses within Environmental Studies and will be tailored to your specific program (e.g., Environmental Policy, Natural Science, or Geography).

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Students will demonstrate their abilities to collect scientific information on an environmental issue.
Students will learn to deliver a professional presentation 
Students will refine their abilities to provide and receive constructive professional criticism.
Special technology utilized by students

Low to medium.

Expectations for academic conduct/plagiarism policy

Will be followed as stated at these URL addresses:

http://uwf.edu/studentaffairs/division/publications/classdisrup.pdf
http://uwf.edu/studentaffairs/division/publications/plagbroch.pdf
Assistance for students with special needs

This policy is found at http://uwf.edu/DSS/dss_pub.pdf on page 3
Tentative Schedule

	Week
	Topic

	Jan. 9
	Introduction / Selection of semester topic

	Jan. 16
	Library resources

	Jan. 23
	Powerpoint training

	Jan. 30
	The scientific method

	Feb. 6
	Content research

	Feb. 13
	Presentation skills / evaluation (content paper due!)

	Feb. 20
	Content discussion

	Feb. 27
	Student presentations (practice and critique)

	March 5
	Student presentations (practice and critique)

	March 12
	Student presentations (practice and critique)

	March 19
	SPRING BREAK !

	March 26
	Student presentations (formal)

	April 2
	Student presentations (formal)

	April 9
	Student presentations (formal)

	April 16
	No class (AAG meeting)

	April 23
	Departmental comprehensive exam


