GEO 4333 Seminar in Environmental Issues (3sh)

Spring 2008
Course Credit Hours: 3
Class:  Eglin AFB Education Center, 5:30 – 8:15pm Tuesday  
Instructor:  Dr. Wilbur Hugli, Ed.D.

        Off: 850.833.3441; E-Mail: whugli@uwf.edu 

 Office Hours: Combs M, W, F 9:00 am to 12:00 pm; PNS 10:30 am to 12:30 pm 

   T/Th; Eglin Tue 4:00 pm to 5:15 pm

Texts:
  None required; however library sources may be identified for reading.
Course Description: 

This is an issues-oriented class that emphasizes environmental and geographic changes that accompany today’s rapid urbanization.  Throughout this course we will study the integrated physical, economic, social, and political considerations of the major urban issues.  There will be added emphasis on current events issues affecting the various regions of urbanization.  Some topics may be controversial.  Classes, unless changed, will be open discussion format.  Guest speakers may be invited to present unique perspectives on issues confronting urban developers and interested stake holders. Prearranged classes may be held at locations other than the designated classroom to allow collaboration with elected officials and community leaders.

Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will become aware of the major environmental issues facing the world as outlined by the world’s great thinkers about the environment.
2.   Students will demonstrate their knowledge by preparing short recaps of each of the issues and solutions, with their comments:  well written and expressed.
3.   Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze the information in one of the articles, draw from other sources, and make a short presentation to the class, with appropriate background notes. 

4.   Students will examine environmental issues; what to do in the future, and how they might go about it. 

Learning Activities

1. Readings: recaps of each reading. (1 page maximum, typewritten.

2.   Project on one of the issues, involving a written presentation to be handed out to the group for critique, and an oral presentation. Cited sources of information are a must. 

2. Short informative essay on an environmental issue and how you’d solve of correct it. 
Students are responsible for reading material whether this material is entirely covered in lecture or not.  It is expected that the required readings will be completed prior to class. 

Students will be a primary source of information to be shared with the entire class.  In-class projects will be used to reinforce and develop urbanization concepts. 

Papers:

 Ten one page, double-spaced, papers will be written and submitted not later than the date below. All reaction papers may be submitted early.  These papers will have a one-paragraph summary of a current environmental issue related article and a one-paragraph individual reaction commentary.  For identification the subject and address elements must include: Name, GEO4333 Reaction Paper Nr (Insert correct number).  These Reaction Papers should be deposited in an eLearning Dropbox created for this course. If e-mailed, do not send these papers as attachments which will automatically be deleted.  If you do not receive a response within five days I did not receive the paper.
Graduate credit. A research paper of 12 to 15 pages (text), typed, double-spaced, with appropriate citations and references, will be prepared on an approved environmental issues topic. APA format and standards will be used in the preparation of this paper. This paper is a scholarly, individual research effort that will be properly cited. This paper is due not later than November 19 – both a paper copy and an electronic copy on a CD or Memory Stick will be submitted.  Do not plagiarize – electronic copies will be scanned using “Turnitin” software to confirm authenticity!
   

Grades:

 University grade scale will be used based on the statistical norm conversion of points for work completed.  Relative Value: Papers (35%), In-class projects (5%), Participation (15%), Tests (45%). 

Reaction Papers will be graded 0 to 10. Scale: summary 0 to 3 pts (based on clarity and completeness); reaction 0 to 7 pts (Clarity of reasoning, logic, and completeness of thought).

Work and papers turned in late will be reduced in grade value.  (Note: Policy on makeup work and quizzes.)  Plagiarism will result in a course failing grade. Cheating will result in a zero (0) for that material. My electronic attendance and grade record are the official records for this class.

Tests:

Exams will be scheduled. The midterm may be a variable format exam to determine student understanding of information.  Test makeup by appointment and will be a different test. The final exam will be formatted to evaluate student comprehension of concepts.

 Unannounced and weekly quizzes may be used to test specific knowledge understanding based on reviewed material. When possible quizzes will be completed using the eLearning course site. There will be no makeup for these quizzes.

Misc:

 
University students are adults who are responsible for their performance and on time class attendance. The university absence-drop policy is applicable. If more than two classes in a row are missed after Drop/Add week students may be dropped from the class. There will be a sign-in sheet. The official attendance roster is my computer record.  Individuals are responsible to make up work missed due to absences; however, this work may be graded with reduced points.  If you cannot attend class for a viable reason let me know before hand.  Changes that affect the entire class will be sent using the ArgoNet Group Mail system – remember if needed have this account forwarded to your regularly used e-mail account.


Lecture slides are available as PDF handouts on the eLearning web site.


Elluminate software may be used for some presentations and communications. Please log into eLearning and work through the self-paced instructions to familiarize yourself with this learning tool. If you plan to fully use Elluminate a video camera is advisable. If you use a video camera please insure that it is always seeing an appropriate view.

 
Students are not authorized to place class notes or resources on the Internet or sell them to Internet sources. Pagers and cellular telephones are inappropriate nuisances in the classroom – turn them off during class!

Assignments for the week of:

Jan 8


Lecture 
Intro, Maps, Concepts


Jan 15


Lecture

Urban environmental Issues 

(RP 1)


Jan 22


Lecture

All Things Merge into One

(RP 2)


Jan 29


Video

Possible Field Trip (CRA Meeting)


Feb 5


Lecture

Environmental Consequences

(RP 3)

Feb 12


Lecture

The Land That Could Be

(RP 4)

Feb 19




TBD

Feb 26


Lecture

Waste, Brownfields, Wetlands

(RP 5)

Mar 4


Lecture

Urban Transportation Impact

(RP 6)

Mar 11


Video

Possible Field Trip (Planning Board)

Mar 18




UWF Spring Break

Mar 25


Lecture

Greenspace Encroachment

(RP 7)


Apr 1


Lecture

Smart Growth 

 

(RP 8)


Apr 8


Lecture

Florida Land Development

(RP 9)

Apr 15


Lecture

Sustainability - Coming Full Circle 
(RP10)
Apr 22


Program
Earth Day




Special Technology Utilized by Students:  None.  Baseline technology code: Easy. Optional: Video camera

Expectations for Academic Conduct/Plagiarism:  Refer to:


http://uwf.edu/StudentAffairs/division/publications/ClassDisrup.pdf

http://uwf.edu/StudentAffairs/division/publications/PlagBroch.pdf
Assistance for Students with Special Needs:  Refer to: Page 3


http://uwf.edu/dss/dss_tub.pdf
Course Slides:


http://www.uwf.edu/whugli/envissues.pdf

Each chapter is numbered 01, 02, 03, etc.
