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Class:  Eglin AFB, FL; Time variable to be coordinated with the field researcher
Room:   Jackson Guard 
Instructor:  Dr. Wilbur Hugli, Ed.D.

        (850) 833-3441; e-mail: whugli@uwf.edu 
Office Hours: Combs M, W; 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm; Eglin W; 4:00 pm to 5:15 pm

         Jackson Guard Student Coordinator


         Ms. Erica Schnarr


         (850) 882-4164

Prerequesites/Corequesites:  Upper level standing and Permission

Course Description and Student Learning Outcomes:

This course is field research with the objective of developing student environmental research, methods and presentation capabilities.
Students are responsible for conducting and developing specific literature review and performing field research on an approved topic of specific interest within the environmental research and habitat area on Eglin AFB.  Field supervision will be provided in the field by a coordinating Jackson Guard researcher.  Students will maintain a field note book or journal of their activities in the field. Graduate students will prepare a 10 to 15 page research paper in APA format summarizing their research project.  Note:  If this paper is to be published it must be reviewed by Eglin AFB Public Affairs Office.

Special note: On occasion there may be a student who cannot work at Jackson Guard. Special arrangements are available for cooperative work with Choctawhatchee Bay Alliance. This requires specific permission with the approval of the instructor and parties involved. All Jackson Guard requirements apply to CBA only the POC is different.
Assignments:


August 27 – Class orientation at the UWF, Combs Campus, Fort Walton Beach.  Following this orientation a coordination meeting will be held at Jackson Guard. If you can not attend these meetings contact Dr. Hugli.


August 27 through December 5 – Field research scheduled by Jackson Guard
December 1 and 2 – Research Note Book, Paper and presentation of field research due.

Textbook: N/A
.
Grading/Evaluation System:

 
Evaluation will be based on input from the Jackson Guard researchers as to field performance, field notebook, Power Point presentation, and the final research paper.
  
 University students are adults responsible for their performance and on time class attendance. Individuals will make up work missed due to absences.  If you cannot attend a scheduled research session for a viable reason let me and the field supervisor know before hand.  
  
Students are not authorized to place research notes or resources on the Internet or sell them to Internet sources

Special Technology Utilized by Students:  None.  Baseline technology code: Easy.

Expectations for Academic Conduct/Plagiarism:  Refer to:


http://uwf.edu/StudentAffairs/division/publications/ClassDisrup.pdf

http://uwf.edu/StudentAffairs/division/publications/PlagBroch.pdf
Assistance for Students with Special Needs:  Refer to: Page 3


http://uwf.edu/dss/dss_tub.pdf
Introduction to EVR 4050/5061
      
Welcome to Environmental Field Research.  This course is designed as an application of methodology and technique used when conducting field research involving environmental subjects.  While the course is overseen by Dr. Hugli, principal points of contact will be:
UWF-                Dr. Hugli


   Combs Campus



   Office: 850-833-3441
Jackson Guard-  Erica Schnarr

                           Volunteer Coordinator

                           107 Hwy. 85 N.

                           Niceville, FL

                           Office:  850-882-4164 ext. 365 (8:00 AM to 5:00 PM)
Plainly speaking, we all know that while knowledge is garnered in the classroom, experience is only found in the field.  When that field is Environmental Studies there is no better place than the beaches, streams, steepheads and wetlands available to us on the Eglin AFB reservation for terrestrial experimentation.  We are fortunate to have a working arrangement with the Eglin Natural Resources Branch, hereafter referred to as the Jackson Guard or simply “The Guard” that allows us access to the reservation to participate as “volunteers” in their program.

It is important to point out that your status at the Jackson Guard is that of a volunteer. Your student status is with the university.  The Guard has hundreds of volunteers from all walks of life participating in over a dozen programs, but you will be the only ones earning college credit for your work.  In the package that follows you will find several forms that require completion; an application, a statement of understanding and an Emergency Contact.  These need to be filled out before you can join the Jackson Guard team.  There is also a time sheet for you to complete as you go along and turn in at the end of the semester.  There is a course requirement of 44 hrs. field participation which equates out nicely to one full day a week for the duration of the semester.
Erica Schnarr is the volunteer coordinator for the Jackson Guard program and as such she will assign you to various programs as needed.  Rest assured, there will be variety in your activities.  One week you might be on the beach doing beach mouse transects or gopher tortoise tracking and the next in the deepest, darkest steephead, moving through bogs up to your knees looking for signs of feral pigs.  Erica will make sure you know in advance so that you can dress accordingly.

There are some items you should always have with you when you saunter out into the wild.  They are:

A personal supply of drinking water

A hat or other device that protects you from the sun

Sturdy shoes or boots

Insect repellant (optional)

Sunscreen (optional)

Work gloves

I also recommend an extra dry pair of shoes and socks.  Some of the tasks assigned will have you wading in water up to three feet deep.  The Guard has waders available, but if you have a personal pair so much the better.  The same goes for snake-proof boots.  The Guard has “snake chaps” available but it is up to you what level of personal security you desire.  I am not advocating a new wardrobe.  A decent pair of lightweight waders can run about $90 and a good pair of snake-proof boots from $90 - $150.  For those of you for whom this is a one time adventure, I would not invest.  For those who have chosen this type of work as an occupation, well these items will probably get some more use throughout your career.  

Also included with this package are volunteer job descriptions explaining some of the tasks you may be asked to perform.  You should read these carefully as they will provide you with important information and who knows, you may have to write one someday.  
Rounding out this package is a copy of the Santa Rosa Beach Mouse Survey Protocol.  Once again this is provided for your information.  None of the research you will be assisting with can happen until someone writes one of these for the project.  You will have access to other protocols as you go along.  The Guard has years worth of research records available for your use in creating your research paper and presentation.  Erica can help you with access but she will not do the work for you.  

Towards the end of the semester, a date will be set for everyone to meet and make their presentations.  These should be in a Power Point format and last somewhere between 20-40 minutes.  An informational handout should be provided and a copy of the presentation given to Dr. Hugli on a CD or memory stick. Included in the delivery will be your field notebook. Graduate students will also submit their research report.
If you have any questions see or contact Dr. Hugli. He has a wealth of information and will guide you throughout this adventure. 

Enjoy and Good Luck!

