Computer Recommendations

Electrical and Computer Engineering Laptop or Tablet PC Recommendation
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The Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of West Florida is strongly recommending that all students entering the electrical or computer engineering programs have a Laptop or Tablet PC. 

Why a Tablet PC?
The Tablet PC differs from a Laptop in that it converts to a writing/drawing tablet which enables the student to fully participate in the interactive distance learning environment. For example: An engineering professor may electronically distribute assignments and students are able to respond electronically by hand-writing equations, drawing schematics and graphs, and working collaboratively on group projects. The Tablet PC will facilitate vastly improved communication of graphical and mathematical concepts between instructor and student.   Students can also use the tablet to take notes in class.  

We do recommend that students have at least a laptop so that they can have the software tools vital to being successful in an engineering program close at hand.
What are the suggested minimum specifications for the Laptop or Tablet PC?
Processor:  2Ghz or better preferred
Memory:  Minimum 2 GB of RAM, more preferred.
Hard Drive:   120 GB Hard Drive minimum 
Operating System:  Windows 7, Vista, or XP.   Some of the engineering software has trouble running on a 64 bit operating system, so 32 bit or Windows 7 that can run in XP mode is best. 
Software:  Microsoft office or Open Office (free download from openoffice.org).  OrCAD, MATLAB, and other software will also eventually be required, but they will come as part of your ECE course text requirement or supplied by the department.
How do I purchase a Laptop or Tablet PC?
You are not required to purchase a specific Laptop or Tablet PC system from a specific vendor. 

