Sample Use of Discussion Forums to Increase Student Engagement in Online Teaching

Partners in Learning Discussion Forum

Welcome to the Partners in Learning Discussion Forum in Introduction to Bioinformatics! This forum is here to promote student-to-student interaction and improve student learning outcomes in this course. 

This forum will: 

· Encourage the development and exchange of successful learning strategies within this course. 

· Fulfill UWF’s strategic priority of inspiring and achieving the highest levels of student learning, creativity, and success that encourage the development of individual potential in students, faculty, and staff. 

· Facilitate peer reviews of products associated with student learning outcomes. 

Students who request help here will be matched with a peer, or multiple peers over the course of the semester. Partners will visit each other’s course pages to learn about and share advice on the skills they are acquiring in this course and how a struggling student can achieve higher levels of skill attainment. 

If you need help, post here with a subject line, "I need a learning partner". In your posting, be honest and state where your problems are. Be very specific! If you happen to be matched with a partner who later cannot assist you, do not hesitate to post again with the subject line, "I need a learning partner". If you can offer any assistance, respond to the posting of a classmate with the subject line, "I'll be your partner on this skill". Provide advice, helpful hints, and any guidance you think will be helpful. Any number of partnerships are permitted, and all students who participate in this forum (on either side - either seeking help or providing help) will receive extra credit at the end of the semester for doing so. 

Please keep in mind, this is a "partner" program - not to be used to ask other students to do your work, but to build partnerships to improve individual learning. If you repeatedly use this area to ask for assistance last minute, your postings will be flagged as a "Slacker Partner" and no extra credit will be awarded. 

