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What is Integrity?

completeness

incorruptibility

soundness

honesty

consistency

truthfulness
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The purpose of doctoral education is “to 
educate and prepare those whom we can 
entrust the vigor, quality and   
of the field.” Future “stewards of the 
discipline.” http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/CID/index.htm

…from the Carnegie Initiative on the Doctorate

integrity
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…from the University of Alberta and Clemson 
University Center for Academic Integrity….

These sources are promoting five core values 
to reflect the concept of Integrity  :

Honesty   Trust   Fairness   Respect   Responsibility
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Important       on Integrity   

ORI:  Office of Research Integrity

NSF:  National Science Foundation

PSI:  Project for Scholarly Integrity 
CGS:  Council of Graduate Schools
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Important       on 
Integrity   

RCR:

Responsible
Conduct of
Research 
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What is the NSF approach to 
RCR ?

Section 7009 of the America COMPETES Act mandates NSF 
“require that each institution that applies for financial assistance 
from the Foundation for science and engineering research or 
education describe in its grant proposal a plan to provide 
appropriate training and oversight in the responsible and ethical 
conduct of research to undergraduate students, graduate 
students, and postdoctoral researchers participating in the 
proposed research project.” 

http://www.nist.gov/admin/legislation_new/PL110-69_8907.pdf
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ORI’s Nine Core Areas of RCR

1)  Data Acquisition, Management, Sharing, and Ownership
2)  Conflicts of Interest and Commitment
3)  Human Subjects
4)  Animal Welfare
5)  Research Misconduct
6)  Publication Practices and Responsible Authorship
7)  Mentor and Trainee Responsibilities
8)  Peer review
9)  Collaborative Research
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What is the ORI and CGS  
approach to RCR?

1. Data Acquisition, Management, Sharing, and 
Ownership  - Accepted practices for acquiring and 

maintaining research data.

Who owns the data?
What are proper ways to collect data? 
What are the concerns with data storage and retention?
What are the issues in sharing data?
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2.  Conflicts of Interest and Commitment – Types of conflicts 

encountered by researchers and institutions. 

What is the ORI and CGS 
approach to RCR?

Why is conflict of interest a concern?
What are conflicts of interest at the individual level?
What are conflict of interests at the IRB level?
What are conflict of interests at the institutional level?
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3.  Human Subjects – Issues, Important in conducting research 

involving human subjects. 

What is the ORI and CGS 
approach to RCR?

How do you define human subjects research?
What are the ethical principles of human subject research?
When do you need informed consent?
Who needs special protections?
How do you determine risk versus benefits?
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4.  Animal Welfare – Issues important to conducting 

research involving animals. 

What is the ORI and CGS 
approach to RCR ?

How is institutional animal care defined?
What constitutes proper care?
What are the risk versus benefits? 
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What is the ORI and CGS 
approach to RCR ?

5.  Research Misconduct – The fabrication, falsification, and 

plagiarism in proposing, performing, or reviewing research, or in 

reporting research results.  (from Federal policy on research misconduct)

What are the consequences of research misconduct?
How are institutional policies defined?
What are the procedures for reporting misconduct?
How are whistleblowers protected?
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What is the ORI and CGS 
approach to RCR ?

6.  Publication, Practices, and Responsible Authority - The 

purpose and importance of scientific publication, and the responsibilities 

of authors.

What constitutes collaboration?
When to provide appropriate acknowledgement , citations?
How to avoid repetitive and fragmentary publication?
How to manage the pressure to publish?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.walktoschool.org.uk/cms-files/79eyes-in-the-dark.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.walktoschool.org.uk/content/striders_big_adventure_diary.php?articleshow=79&usg=__A0LYAbl8_N9JqvcbcH2D29OIDJ8=&h=400&w=400&sz=12&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=sfrsq6p99lkAdM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=eyes+in+the+dark&gbv=2&hl=en&safe=strict&client=dell-usuk&channel=us&ad=w5


7.  Mentor & Trainee Responsibilities - The responsibilities 

of mentors and trainees and pre doctoral and post doctoral research 

programs.

What is the ORI and CGS 
approach to RCR ?

What is the role of mentoring in training researchers?
What are the responsibilities of mentors?
What are the concerns of trainees?
What are the issues surrounding mentor/trainee 

relationships?
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8.  Peer Review – The purpose of  peer review in determining merit of 

research funding and publications. 

What is the ORI and CGS 
approach to RCR ?

Define peer review and impartiality?
How does peer review work?
What are the responsibilities of the reviewers?
What is the meaning of privileged information?
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9.  Collaborative Research - Research collaborations and 

issues that may arise from such collaborations.  

What is the ORI and CGS 
approach to RCR ?

What will be the ground rules?
How do researchers avoid authorship disputes?
Define what information will be shared among 

collaborators?
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What is the UWF approach 
to RCR?

BACKGROUND:  

•Summer 2008 selected as AIR Fellow  & met CGS to discuss PSI

•July 2008 formed UWF Task Force/Advisory Board focused on submitting a 
proposal for the PSI competition  endorsed by all  UWF department chairs 

•September 2008 received notification that UWF was selected as an affiliate 
institution for the CGS PSI 

• 2008-2009 Conducted monthly meetings of Task Force for RCR and 
developed plan of action

•Spring 2009 Developed and pilot tested an assessment instrument for 
determining the current UWF focus on RCR in graduate programs 
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What is the UWF approach 
To RCR?

http://www.scholarlyintegrity.org/

UWF is an affiliate to a larger national 
initiative under a grant from the Council of 
Graduate Schools. 
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What is the UWF approach 
To RCR?

• Established a Task Force from campus faculty.
• Contributing to a national survey sponsored 
by the Council of Graduate Schools.
• Conducting local needs assessment through 
survey and document review.  
• Promoting dialog at events. 
• Strengthening connections with the graduate 
schools community.
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Case study for discussion
Research Misconduct.

Ask the senior colleague about the graphs?

Bring the publications to the attention of his 
department chair?

Report the problem anonymously to the research 
administrator?

Encourage the graduate student to report the 
problem?

Nothing, at least until after the promotion review is 
completed? 

Case #1
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Case study for discussion
Protection of Human Subjects

Should Mary be content with these 
assurances and conduct the interviews?

If she still has concerns, where should she 
turn for advice? 

Did the professor act properly in giving 
this assignment to the class?

Case #2
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Source of the case studies

The case studies used in this brief can be 
found in:

Steneck, N. H. (2007). ORI Introduction to the 
responsible conduct of research (Rev. ed.) 
[Electronic version]. Washington, DC: 
Government Printing Office

http://ori.dhhs.gov/documents/rcrintro.pdf
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Conclusion
And 

Comments

The eyes on research
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University of West Florida College of Professional Studies

RMERA 40th Annual Meeting

October 22-24, 2009 Hampton Inn, Pensacola Beach

http://uwf.edu/pcl/rmera
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