Shelly Cashman Series: Lab 6 - Understanding the Motherboard

As you step through the Interactive Lab, answer the following questions in the spaces provided. For multiple choice questions, enter the appropriate letter on the blank line.

1. The central processing unit (CPU) consists of the ____ and ____.

2. Indicate what each of the following acronyms stands for.

· ROM  - 

· RAM  - 

· SIMM - 

· DIMM - 

· CPU  - 

3. 
Assume you are working on a word processing document that you previously saved to disk. You enter another 100 keystrokes and your computer loses power. Will the document on disk contain the last 100 keystrokes when you load the document from disk into RAM? Why? What happens to your work in RAM when you lose power?

4. 
A serial port transmits ____ bit(s) at a time; a parallel port transmits ____ bit(s) at a time; and a Universal Serial Bus (USB) port transmits ____ bit(s) at a time, but at much faster speeds than a serial or parallel port.

5. 
If it takes one-tenth of a second to blink your eye, and an activity in RAM takes one nanosecond (one-billionth of a second), then how many times can the activity in RAM take place in the time that it takes you to blink your eye?  

6. 
____ is fast memory the processor uses to store information it is processing.

7. 
The ______ program is permanently stored in ROM.

a. AUTOEXEC.BAT

c.   CONFIG.SYS



b. BIOS



d.   COMMAND.COM

8. ____ is volatile and ____ is non-volatile.

9. 
At any given instant, _____ component(s) can use an internal bus to transport data.

a. one



c.   four

b. two



d.   eight

10. What do the abbreviations ISA, PCI, and AGP stand for? Next to each name, indicate the size of the data path and speed (MHz). 

· ISA – 

· PCI – 

· AGP –

